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EH
Hew many brethers and sisters did yeu have

JJ

Well we were seven children altegether, an elder sister, her name was Sarah
elder brether Kashriel

EH

What was their difference in ages

JJ |

Aboeut twe er three years...then I fellowed, then a sister Chaya, she was left
in Russia, she was net well and nebedy ef eur family knew her fate, we dent
knew what happened te her, then Harry whe has beceme a very successful business
man in Seuth Africa, and then is a sister Shlemit whe lives in Israel, married
te an American, a very nice family, quite a few grandchildren and my yeungest
brether Shleme whe get killed abeut six er seven years age in a car accident in
Sfat and he left a wife and feur sens, three sens are married and ene is a

bacheler, they all live in Ramat Yechanan

EH

Weuld yeu knew hew eold was yeur father when yeu were bern

JJ ’

When I was bern, I have ne idea...I can tell yeu when he passed away, I think he

was abeut 42, he wasnt well, I imagine he suffered with stemach trouble, what
actually the illnesses were I dent knew. I dent knew what te start telling yeu,
T dent knew what yeu want te knew but maybe the things that I remember vividly

was my cheder days

EH

Yes I'11 ceme te it...I just want te knew what was yeur father's eccupatien

JJ

He was a preduce dealer and subsequently a grain merchant

EH

Did he empley any people

JJ

Ne he did net empley people...he had as far as I remember a very good and henest

reputatien, he was at ene time the gubbay of the chassidishe shul in Plungyan
and this is a peried I think the peried we sheuld start talking te give yeou
infermatien. New as I tell yeu I remember my cheder days, I remember running
away frem cheder, we had built a new heuse in Plungyan and the rabbi teld me

net te run away and I knew there woeuld be visiters in the heuse, and I knew

there would be seme sweets and peleny er semething that visiters used te bring
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se I ran heme, I think I was just ever three, and I fell en the corner of the
steep ef eur new heuse and I cracked my nese in half and it eccurred te me that
what the rabbi said I get punished fer running away frem cheder, then I weuldnt
_let them de any medical attentien until they gave me seme coeins er sweets, and
that was dene by a felsher, de yeu knew what a felsher is, and this is why

as yeu see .T've get a crack en my nese

EH

Tell me abeut yeur father's eccupatiens, was he ever sut ef work

JJ '

Ne he was net eut ef werk, I think that my late mether sert ef inherited, what
they used te call an "achsania" a little pensien in Plungyan, I think there

must have been reem fer travellers te sleep ever a night te leave parcels, te
take messages and I alse remember we had a cew, which used te give us a let ef
milk and butter and cheese

EH

Whe leeked after the cew

JJ | »

I dent remember, everybedy, they used te help...in the yard my late father had

a big stere where a let eof small livesteck used te be kept, lige a let ef geese
and peultry and turkeys, a loet, I weuld say these must have been in the way

of hundreds, I remember turkeys

EH

Was it just fer the family use

JJ

Ne it was all fer sale, buying and selling te ether merchants, he had a herse and
a cart and he had a partner by the name of Yosef Levinsen, there is a stery teld
that Yesef Levisen has decided te get married fer my late father teld him te get
‘married and they went te a little place te see a wife, they arrived in a place
and they went in and they saw a lady and they had tea and they came eut in the
vard and te attend te the herse and te relieve themselves, the idea was te relieve
themselves en the herses heeves in these days, the urine was believed te strengthe
the heeves ef the herses and he asked the late father, he says de yeu like her, he
says veu've get te marry her, net me...he said, leek if yeu like her, then I like
her and he married that weman.,..he came back te Plungyan and he carried en the
business ef peultry and grains, and this must have been areund 1912, I remember
the yidden had gene crazy sheuting abeut the release ef Bayliss...they ran abeut
in the streets like wild, screaming and sheuting, I think it was 1912, and I
remember that my late brether Kasriel and late Jee Davner were given specially
made winter ceats and they were se leng that they weuld walk en the ceat, they
weuld trip en it and fall en their neses in the snew because the coat had te last
fer a number eof years, fer when they grew up and subsequently, eccasienally T

was allewed te put en Kasriel!'s ceat but I ceuldnt walk, I would just fall...

and I remember ene winter we stele a sleigh with a herse and there was a little

ride in te i
Wn, in the centre of the village andg we went fer a dri
rive



I dent remember whe the premeter of the trip was but I remember we geot

a hell eof a geed hiding, net frem the owner of the horse and sleigh but

I got a2 hell ef a geod hiding frem my father and mether, I get a lot ef
hidings in my life

EH

De yeu remember what age was yeur mether when yeu were bern

JJ

Ne

EH

Was she much yeunger than yeur father

JJ

Net very much yeunger

EH

Did yeur mether help yeur father in the business

JJ

Oh yes, eh yes...I remember my late mether was the kind ef PRO...I alse
remember very vig#idly and she used te talk keetz before meeting the peretz
yeu knew what a peretz is, his name was Kashilnes, and I think I'm right
in thinking, my memery is always geed, she used te kiss his hand when she
used fo meet the peretz...he was very geed te us as far as I knew, he used
te help with preduce and peultry in selling er seme livesteck with which
my late mether dealt with, the ether thing I de remember is that when werld
war I was preclaimed er breken eut and befere they were chased out from
Pumpian te Russia, I believe that Kashilnes or anether farming friend had
taken a cow away fer safe keeping and this cew her name was Brilla, and
this was our mainstay after the Russian Revelutien when we came back frem
Vitbesk, Peneves and she get the cew back, and enly Geod knews what we weuld
have dene witheut having had the cow after eur return frem Vitbesk te
‘P@nevez and net Pumpian...in 1914 we left by cart and herse te Penevel,
Penevel was the birth place of my late father, we arrived in Penevel and
we stayed with relatiens ef eur family by the name eof Sacks. I remember
the twe bretherx®2RE¥ and Jee, Oscar is still alive in Jehannesburg, and
is married and has twe children, a girl and a bey...the gifl is married te
an E1 Al pilet whe cemes frem Klerksderp, the bey I dent remember but I'm
teld he is well eff and se is the father, and Oscar whe is suppesed te be
a secend ceusin ef mine is in New York, whether he is still in New Yerk
and alive, I dent knew...we stayed a ceuple of days in Penevel and we
preceeded by herse and cart te Raveshik, in Raveshik we came and we stayed
with eur late aunty Rechel whe was a sister te eur late father, their name
was Orelevich...this was the place where we saw fer the first time in eur

lives a train, after staying in Raveshik fer a shert peried we left fer

Dvinsk by train and in Dvinsk we were met by an uncle Shimen whe was an



elder brether of my late father, he was in whelesale cleth business, he
was a very nice leeking man, he had ene sen, I think his name was alse
Kasriel, his leg was slightlyimpeded and this bey became an engineer.
Their fate I dent knew...we stayed in Dvinsk in a type of a flat accemmedati
and T remember having seen quite a let ef military persennel up and dewn
Russian army peeple. Frem Dvinsk we left fer Ritvesk

EH

Why did yeu meve frem place te place

JJ

We had te meve frem place te place, I imagine it was seme arrangement they
made between the brethers because in Vitbesk there were twe mere brethers
Zalman, the ether ene's name I ferget fer the mement, and Zalman had left
Vitbesk fer Mescew, and he had a small business ef cleth and pieces of .
dress material which was by arrangement given te eur late father te
manage, and we started eff that business. This was appreximately in 1915
1915 and it was in the centre ef the whelesale businesses in Vitbesk. New
being new in the business we all had te help werk, soe I remember that I
started selling suit lengths and given a street te ge from deer te deer
and sell the suitlength and come back, leave the meney, and take anether
ene and this went en fer a leng time until we made some gains and we became
prespereus in a way that my late father and mether became the ewners ef
the business. There was anether uncle whese name I fergot, was Shmuel,
Uncle Shmuel had a big whelesale cleth business, we were net in any
cempetition te them because eurg was a small business but my late brether
and I we used te watch where people weuld ceme eut frem anether whelesale
business and ge up te them and say uncle er auntie wont yeu ceme and have
a leek at eur business, what we have cheaper, and we managed te build up

a little business till such time that I believe we had made a substantial
ampunt ef meney...we lived in a heuse ....I remember having cut my feet

in half en a glass when I walked in rain and I vividly remember the birth
eof eur baby brether Shleme, it was Resh Hashana merning, he was bern in
the merning and I was at heme and I saw the whele birth stery and I
remember that I was sent te the shul the first day Resh Hashana te tell
father that the baby was bern and subsequently came heme and my late father
came with the Balkreah of}the shul with the shefar and he came inte the
reem and said "Geet yemtev' and he says "Ken eech blezen them shefar"(can
I blew the shefar) se my late mether said "blez" se hé blew the shefar
this was the arrivallef the late Shleme, the ene whe get lkilled in Israel
He got killed en his birthday, his 60th birthday

EH

Was it a custem if semebedy was bern en Resh Hashana te blew the shefer
JJ

It was a mitzvah (geed deed) I dent knew if it is a custem, but it is a
mitzvah always when yeu blew shefar and



se this was an incident which ene can ever hardly ferget. I was then

geing en fer abeut 8 years appreximately, and evidently during these years
eur parents in cenjunctien with eur uncle decided that we sheuld invest in

a preperty, and we went te leek at a preperty in ene ef the main streets in
Vitebesk and a price was arranged fer this preperty and I shlepped aleng,

we teek aleng bread and salt te put inte this building and when en cleser
examinatien ef the building it was discevered that it was right next deer

te a Cathelic church, se the deal wis eff and ne preperty was get, evidently
there was seme prejudice against it se what had happened te the accumulatien
of meney I sheuld imagine that we increaséd eur business, and we had te get
seme secretarial help er beekkeeping help, this is a very very invelved
stery this secretarial help...I dent knew whether yeu want me te carry en
with it. New she was a Zeitlin girl, she had a brether, this is already

I'm jumping en acceunt ef these twe peeple te the Revelutien, te the Russian
Revelutien. He jeined what party I dent knew but he was the anarchy and the
girl was in the Cemmunist Party, and she still werked fer us, but she had

a very high pesitien in the cemmunist party...the sheeting interludes that
used te ge en in Vitebesk every night between the varieus pelitical greups
such as the Menshevisks and the Belsheviks and the Tretsyists and the

Lenins and the White Russians, all ef them, every night there used te be
speradic sheeting...in the merning when yeu walk eut in the'streets all

veu weuld see is maimed peeple. In the main street I passed by ence and

I saw just a head, a human being head bleeding eut, and then subsequently

I think the Cemmunists get the pewer hand and all the Anarchists used te

be cellected up by the Cemmunists and breught befere a Cemmunist Ceurt in
the park in Vitbesk, a beautiful park, it was in the epen and they had
their trials and mest ef them were given a sentence ef death, put en lerries
with machine guns, taken eut ef the tewn, shet and bufried ....but when we
had decided te leave Vitbesk, we left the shep and gave the keys te this
girl, T dent remember her name, that beyfriend ef hers was instrumental in
helping us leave Vitbesk fer Lithuania, fer Penevez , se eur whele family
whatever we ceuld take aleng ....we came te the statien in Vitbesk in the
middle ef the night, we were all tegether inclusive eof late grandfather

his name was Yehuda Asef Ketzen, whe lived till 105, and we were given, en
the statien, we were given chelera injectiens under the sheulder blade, T
think the size of the injectien was ne less, I think it must have been a
feur inch# injectien under the blade, chelera, we were then pushed in an
erdinary geeds truck, er cattle truck, and I thhnk with 42 peeple...there
were seme weeden racks, shelves in the truck and seme time during the
darkness the train pulled eut, I dent knew where, but we did arriVe in a

place called Baranevich which was under German eccupatien. We were all

taken te a camp with barbed wire and the fellewing day, then we had te ge



6 i .
threugh a precess ef deleusing and we had te stand up en benches and we
were sprayed with seme stuff, and then we were given eur clethes and we
were given bread, German brewn bread with a little marmalade and black
ceffee. New hew leng we stayed there I dent remember but it ceuld have
been three weeks, and then we were put in a truck again and we were sent
te the Lithuanian berder, every where yeu leeked was under German eccupatien
lets ef sheeting, lets ef killing, and yeu ceuldnt ask gquestiens...when
we arrived in Penevez in the middle ef the night, we had a let ef sheeting
and a hell ef 2 neise eof fewls screaming their heads off...what transpired
te be is that there must have been en the statien a trucklead ef fewls geing
soméwhere and theives breke in and stele the fewls and teek them eut ene by
ene. The arrival in Penevez was that we had nething
EH
Why didnt yeu ge back te Pempian where yeu came frem
JJ ‘
I dent knew why, I believe I was teld that Pempian was razed te the greund
by the Cessacks, there was nething left ef it, Penevez had a bit ef a Jewish
centre, had abeut feur synagegues, three synagegues I remember, maybe feur,
and this was still under German rule...a military erchestra used te play every
Sunday afterneen en a square and we lived in a very small kind ef heuse, we
had a part ef a heuse, eur landlerd was Brewer and he had a sen, Geditke,
whe was a type of a....teday yeu weuld call him a playb‘y, and we managed te
get Brilla, eur cew, back te Penevez which was a distance ef 24 viersts,
aﬁproximately 24 miles I weuld say teday, and I dent remember the passing
space of time, what late father did,_he must have dabbled a little bit in
preduce and livesteck te try and earn a reuble, whether we breught meney
back frem Russia, as yeu knew yeu did net knew what currency yeu had, yeu
came back multimillienares, yeu had any type of paper merney but yveu ceuldnt
buy é thing with it, se we meved frem that place te mere central situated
part ef a heuse in tewn where we had divided a bedreem inte feur er five
by means ef partitiening, my Zayda had ene, late Sarah had ene with Chaya,
and I think we as beys slept in the ether ene and late Dad and late mether
slept in a pertien ef the dining reem...there was a kitchen with a big steve
the eld type of steves which used te warm up the walil ef the dining reem, and
late Zayde used te get every Friday merning by pest ten dellars frem his sen
in Reading, Pensylvania, his name was Shleme Shear Ketzen, that was his
eriginal name, Ketzen, Naturally we used te try and talk him eut ef the ten
dellars, we knew where te change it, he was beautiful, he was se wenderful,
he was se clean, I think he was married three times, his whele family Were in
America but it was a peculiar way, his departure, his demise, he used te .ge
every Friday te the sauna, te the baths, and there we used te ge aleng with

him semetimes, and veu knew the eld type eof a bed (bath ) was a big reem with

a fleer and lets ef big stenes underneath. The stenes used te be fired and
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then yeu used te thew en them water and it weuld threw up steam, yeu were
given ? weeden bucket and a kind ef a breem, a green leaved breem, and yeu
'wﬁéed te ge in there and yeu used te kneck the hell eut ef yeur back, and then
take that bucket with water and threw it ever yeur head and ceme eut and

get dressed and ge heme. Se after abeut three er feur weeks when he did

net receive letters frem his elder sen in America, he went te the bath

en his.own, Friday merning, and he must have been very tensed up and

excited abeut net having received the letters and he came heme and evidently
he ferget te put en his treusers which he weuld put in the velekes, that is
semething which yeu used te put in yeur shee, made eut ef weel, very thick,
but he ferget te put his pants en, and he came heme in that celd temperature
I imagine he must have develeped pneumenia., He used te have his glass ef
vedka every Friday night when he used te ceme heme frem shul, drink a glads
of neat vedka and say "Lechaim", we did net drink it, my late father did

net drink, and he teek ill en Saturday, we had the decter and the decter
said he had pneumenia, he was given seme mediciné, he was se beautiful, se
spotlessly clean, his little reem, the little divided reem must have been
six by feur ne mere and he was lying in bed and there wasnt much freem, and
the fellewing Friday abeut ene ecleck, I went in te see him, and he said

te me "Yeshka" There were a few yiddin saying "Tilim" (Psalms) and we all
came and we were standing there and he was leeking at us and he was leeking
at us, and I think it must have been abeut seven er eight ecleck in the
merning, he leeked reund ence in the reem and he clesed his eyes...and he
was buried that same Friday, I remember that we laid him eut in the middle
ef a leunge in the dining reem where the Chevra Kadisha attended te him, and

we knew that his age was in the vicinity ef 105 er 106 because his eldest sen

died when he was 87 in Reading, Pensylvania. New this was the end ef
late Zayda

EH

Did y;u‘go te the funeral

JJ

Yes, eh yes, it was celd : &
EH

Can yeu tell me hew the funeral

JJ

I dent remember

EH

Did yeu wear any meurning

JJ

I dent remember, I'l1l think abeut it, if I'll recellect semething I'11

write it dewn and I'11l tell yeu later en, but he was a wenderful, wenderful

charsacter.



" EH !

Whe used te de the ceeking

JJ v .

I think late mether did a let ef ceeking, and maybe his third wife was still
alive, I dent remember seeing her

EH

Were they kesher yeur family

JJ

Oh yes, very kesher

EH

Kept Shabbat

JJ

Oh yes, oh yes, very kesher, freem. OQur late father was the gubay ef the
Chassidishe shul in Pumpian, I remember ene Simchat Terah they carrgzed him
heme, he must have had a bif of wine tee much, eh yes we were a religieus
family, we used te ge te shul regularly and eat kesher, they did net

knew what treif was except ene day in Vitebsk I went in dafke Pesach, I
had a ceuple of kepecks en me and I beught a pastry which wasnt kesher, and
I ate the damn thing and I get the hell knecked eut ef me when I came heme
they knewked the tripe eut ef me and I was lecked up, I remember that

EH

Did yeu ge te shul

JJ

Oh yes we used te ge te shul and daven very religieusly, even in DPenevez, we
used te ge te the shul and I remember that late father used te spread his
tallis ever us and we had te stand up practically all the time yemtev...eh he
was fine, late father was a fine man

EH

De yeu remember any anti Jewish eutbursts

JJ

The anti Jewish eutbursts that I can remember vividly was ence in Vitebsk
when the Prince Nichelai came te visit Vitebsk there was a let ef eutbursts
in the street, there was semething said against yiddin, I didnt knew, I didr
realise that T had te take my hat eff when the precessien was geing, I get
my hat knecked eff and I get a geed stump by semebedy by semebedy I dent
knew whe, I was trying te leek, vividly I saw the procession pass but I kept
I cannet say that I saw the prince. New there were eutbursts, anti Jewish
in Penevez, we came back and there were the take-ever bids, alse by the
Lithuanians, by Whites, by Germans, by Peles and every night there was a
different gevernment...there were Lithuanian seldiers with rifles and

bayenets stermed eur heuse, they steed areund my late father and they said

. uncemplimentary things abeut the yiddin, all they wanted was meney, geld

and watches the i
oo Main attractien fe
r them wWere
Watcha -
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and they used te call it "Jeda Rugus" in Lithuanian, I think the enly man
that pessessed a watch at that time in the family was late father. It was
a nice gelden watch yeu knew with a geld cever and they teek that away,
they teek away everything they wanted that they theught was ef seme value
or attractien and they left. Subsequently we were witheut a gevernment in
Penevez and twe Germans arrived, ene machinegun between the twe ef them
and they teek ever the tewn and they stayed frem the merning till the
evening, they had a geed feast, and they teek the machinegun and went back
the same way they came. New the Lithuanians were busy establishing the
take ever ef pewer and ene day befere...Ramagela Street, twe hersemen en
herseback and twe individual peeple fellewing them with repes behind the
herses, they were twe yiddishe peeple, aged peeple, which these seldiers
picked up in the ferest eut ef tewn and they came in en that market square
in Penevez and they shet them beth dead in frent ef all the sheps areund the
square, the stenes were cebbled, beautifully cebbled, and a Mr. Devid Shulamn
very attractive leeking man came running eut frem the shep, they had =a
liquer business and te the best oef my recellectien he shet beth ef these
hersemen and he ran back te the shep and I think the same day he made fer
the Danzig berder and he went te Israel where the family were established
very, very fine peeple, there were several brethers, very geed leeking men
and T was teld that Devid Shulman passed away a matter of a few years age in
Israel. There were anti Jewish riets by the Pelish students whe were trying
te melest eur girls which we as yeungsters, yeu ceuld even say teugh yeunster
we did net like it, we did net permit it, we used te have scuffles with weed
pieces of timber, pieces of iren, we used te fight the Peles, I think
en a Saturday afterneen er a Sunday, yeu weuld call it seme spertsgreund
and in winter we used te ge skiing en the River Neva, which is a beautiful
river, we had preblems, the Pelish beys weuld try te melest eur girls, but
we had always pretected eur girls. There was ence a Saturday night, ene ef.
eur girls skating and a Pelish bey fancied her very much and she did net
want te knew his treubles and he was a champien skater, he used te skate
net en erdinary skates but it was like a knife, like a blade, and he skated
past her and he cut threugh her thigh, right threugh her dresses and under-
wear, she was bleeding se prefusely that we laid her eut and we made seme
teuniquets and we got her quickly fer medical attentien, that bey whe did it
was very well leeked after by us Boys afterwards ...the Pelish crewd were
net sympathetic tewards us in these days...I dent knew in which line yeou
want me te speak abeut because se many things ceme te mind
EH
Abeut antisemitism
JJ

We get te scheel where there was a Russian gymnasium, Pelish gymnasium,

Lithuanian gymnasium er high scheel and the Hebrew High Scheel, the yiddishe
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scheel...admittance te the scheel was by way ef IQ, fer instance, I was

called in and I was asked a few questiens ef the Chumash...and they teld me
T ge in te Standard 3, I remember twe very distinguished financially brethers
in Seuth Africa, they came in ene eof them had a hell eof a bad running nese
and they asked him the mest simple questien in the werld, and they didnt
knew, se they put him in secend class, I was put in third class

EH

Hew old were yeu

JJ

I dent remember but lets try and werk it eut, we came back after the
Revelutien in Octeber 1917, this was 1918

EH

Yeu were abeut eleven

JJ

I was twelve because T had my barmitzvah in the Penevez yidhiva, in the
Junier yvishiva

EH

First tell me abeut yeur scheel and then tell me abeut yeur barmitzvah

JJ

The scheel was Hebrew High Scheel and we had teachers came frem Austria and
Germany and Lithuanian language was 2 cempulsery langusge, we had a Lithuania
Christian ladyv teaching us Lithuanian, and we had & teacher fer maths was
Rabinewitz, and Wwe had a teacher frem Austrial a teacher for geegraphy and
histery, his name was Dr. Resenfeld

EH

Were all the ether subjectas taught in Hebrew er in Lithuanian

33 ‘

Mest of it was taught in Hebrew...these were difficult perieds as far as T
was cencerned, I feund 2 leat ef interest in skiing, swimming and we had
just abeut fermed the Maccabi, athletics, and I think already at that timne
I started dabbling in seccer fer Maccabi, and as beys we used te start
smeking a bit en the quiet, we did net have any cigarettes, we used te pick
up stempies and smeke them, I remember we used te try and make cigaratties
eut ef matches and try and burn that, and we used te play games like the
American baseball, we used te call it laktu, almest veryv, very similar

and being left handed I did very well at that, and naturally I neglected
my beeks snd I ceame heme, my first certificate er repert, and it was se
black, it ceuldnt be werse, T think I remember I had five twes, they
knecked the tripe eut ef me, I was given hell

EH

Whe used te give the punishment
JJ

Mether



- R

everybedy used te kneck me, se T went back with late mether te scheel, &nd
the man teacher said yeu can de it if yeu want te learn, he says I'll give
yeu & chance te de this paper and in a week's time J'11l see if I can push
veu threugh te the next clas=, and I answered every qqostion but baving had
4 questiens left I battled with the Lithuanian language because we speke
mestly yiddish, Russian ...quite geed German &nd & little bit eof Hebrew,
Hebrew wasnt bad and I remained fer a secend year in Standsrd 3, then

the Lithuanian gevernment was alresdy established with & Jewish minister
Teor Jewish Affairs, he was in ether werds a representative te the what yeu
weuld call the Parliament in Jewish Affairas, I think his name was Dr.
Rebinsen, If I remember cerrectly, I'm epen te cerrectien there, and when
natursally the Lithuanians started bickering en the Jewish pepulatien, thaey
became advenced, mers se, we having then already a won&@rful Maccabi
erganisatien. This must have been already tewards 1920, *'21, I think that
late Jabetinsky came te Penevez in 1921 and he addressed Maccabi, which was
a beautiful crewed ef terrific leeking Jewiszh children and he speke te us
in Russian and when he came in, he turned reund and said, wesabbski, yoeu
ceuldn have heard a pin drep, and he gave a few secends silence and then

he said, de yeu knew why J called ysu degs, nebedy said a werd, he said
becauss ysu zre the venguard, yveu sre the pretectien ef the breken Jewry
after the war, skirmishes, revelutiens, and he speke te us, and since that
deyvy T've been z Revisieniszt 211 my life

EH

He made such an impressien en yeu

JJ

Yesa, I etill am, and IT'm & menthly centributer te the NRevisienist Party

EH

Tell me abeut the Maccabi, hew wae it established

JJ

That was semething unreal, ths Meccsbi Pensavez was the sescend biggeét in
Lithuanig, 1've get phetes, I'1l shew them te yeu and we had instructeds whoe
came frem Austris te teach us sthletics, gymnastics, and we had events, and
we built & rzeccer field and we had it clesed in beautifully a&and we usad te
play seccer, we used te play the Lithuanianz, the Peles, snd all was feught
eut en hard peliticsl religieus greunds, de veu understsnd what I mean, it
was hard becauss veu knew we wWere net liked and there was jealeusy and T
want te tell yeu thet when we used te play Keres, Keres was the Lithuanian
Seccer Team in Penevez, it was like the cup final in England, the cemmandant
and the fire kixgx brigsde erchestra, weuld ceme en the field, walk threugh
tewn and blew their hesds off, and the cemmandant weuld ceme an the field

and shiske hands with everybedy, with all players and the whele stadium wasgs

full up...I get geese pimples when I tslk abeut the seccer hacause thoere
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W%s a .time when I played the secend fteam, I've goet phetes, I was even ence
& regsrve plazyer fer Maccabi Kevne, they used te play in Shavel, Wilkamia
vere 2l1l established Maccabi secieties...Maccabi Penevez was nicer than
Kevne ~

EE

Did veu alse have speakaras ceming te tallk

JJ

Ch yes we had fun, we were naughty heys and girls and one Simchat Terah
the y®shivet bechurim had their refreshment and the cakes and they went out
ef tewn snd they had 2 party. they ate everything up and they drank the let
end suybsrequently we were ml1l csught red-handed. the yeshivet bschurim they
knecked the hell eut &f us and they laid charges with the pslice againﬁt 1
the rev was net geed eneugh, nebedy ceuld intervene until this Dr.'Rebinasn
T think he was the editer ef the Yiddishe Steima in Kevne, the newapapsr
the daily yiddishe paper came dewn te heasr an arbitratien ceurt , ssme af
us héd shecking weuhda, thev hammered us, »nd he mansged te arbitrate

that thoy whouid let us eff se they did net taks it any further

ElX

Did veur fether help yeur mether with sny Jjebs in the hou&e

JJ

N&, never,; bscausze he had te werk fer » living and there vere se meny ei us

children that e gave 2 helping hend

-EH

Did yeu have regular cheres that yeu had te de

JJ

Thia is difficult te say, semetimes we wore teld te de semething and we used

te de¢ it quite willingly because there was ne ene aise te de it, but meinly
these cheres féll on eur late sisters that are ne mere, the late Ssraih and
tke late Chaya, the§ were very uaeful, we were a big family

EH

Tell me did ysu hkave te gay grace befere snd sfter mesly

JJ

Oh vea we used te say befere meala snd Friday night we usad te bench

B

Tell me = bit abeut Friday night supper, what did ye:: esxt

JJ

Fridey unight supper, betfere we carry en withk th=t I muast tell yeu my
baimitzvah party. I get Hsrmitzvashed in the Penevez yishova...the rabbi
Kahaneva was the chief and T was called up en the bimah, I dent remember
what day ef the week it was ‘

EH

It wasnt Shabbat
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JJ . L V ’
I dent think se, it ceuld have been but T dont ﬁhink se...T said my hafterah
and T came heme and I was given a slice ef broid and -a big plate ef
vegetable seup and this was the party ef my barmitzVih, this is semething
I will never forg;t in my whele life, this is all T get because things were
difficult and net everything was available at that time in‘our lives being
under the Lithuanisan rule, things were difficult
EH
Was it acceptable te have parties after a barmitzvah
JJ
Ne there was ne party
EH
Yeurs maybe because they were difficult times
JJ
It was (a) because it was difficult times and (b) because we were a big
family and there was ne time fer celebratiens er te make a party
EH
Hew many times a week did yeu eat meat
JJ
Meat...we used te eat quite a bit ef peultry, kesher meat was very expensive
and T weuld say we weuld have meat fer Friday night, maybe twe three times
a week perhaps, twe times fer sure, but Friday night was the meal ef the
week and we used te say grace, we used te bench after the meal, and my
late father used te smeke, but he never smeked en Shabbat, he was the
Babay at the Chassidishe shul which clesed dewn just befere the 1914 war,
but all in all I think we were a respectable family because he weuld net
allew anyene te disappear ence yeu were in shul and play in the yard, he
weuldnt allew it
EH
Were yeu allewed te play en Shabbat
JJ
Yeu mustnt ferget that we were teugh children being breught up in werld war T
the Revelutien, ceming back te Lithuania and after yeu have seen se many
atrecities in life, se many killings, se many maimings yeu beca me very very
hardened, yeu beceme hard, and it is difficult te say that we did net play
en Shabbat, we weuld ge eut Shabbat afterneen, what can yeu de Shabbat
afterneen yeungsters with girls, T weuldnt say we did net play en a Shabbat
EH
Tell me did yeur father have larger helpings than the rest ef the family
JJ '
Ne he did net, he was net a big eater, he was very tall, I think he was
abeut six feet tall and he had a levely little Smuts beard and had beautiful

eyes, he was net a man ef a let ef talking, he was a very sincere type eof a

man, T think he was terribly henest
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Gf he weuld say te a farmer, this is it, it was it...er he will pay him en
this and this day fer the grain, it was paid, there was ne argument, if he
did net have the meney he weuld berrew the monéy and pay

EH

Were veu allewed te talk at the table when vyeu were eating

JJ

Well there wasnt much time te talk, the feed wasnt tee much se yeu had te
eat

EH

What if yeu left feed en the table

JJ

Nebedy ever left feed, ferget abeut it

EH

Was yeur mether an easy persen te talk te

JJ

Oh yes she was all right

EH

And yeur father

JJ

Alse .

EH

If yeu had any treubles, te whem weuld yeu ge

JJ A

My treubles were mainly girls, girls, and again girls, sneeker, playing all
kind ef games, skiing, skating, I was net a pepular child in the family
because I was naughty, I was se naughty yeu have ne idea, I used te get se
many hidings, I used te get lecked up se eften

EH

Hew did yeu feel abeut it

JJ

Geed because I knew I was deing wreng, I knew whatever I did was wreng, I was
net punished fer nething

EH

Hew did yeur parents expect yeu te behave tewards them

JJ

With ebedisnce, lets ef ebedience, with respect, with great respect

EH

Did yeur parents bring yeu up te censider certain things impertant in life
JJ

Yes mainly T used te be lectured day andjnight ...they used‘to say Yeska

we are gibving yeu the eppertunity te study, te learn, and if yeu dent

learn yeu will grew up an idiet witheut any educatien, I knew that was my
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they tried but as I said I wasnt interested, as I tell yeu I had ether mere
impertant items than learning
EH
Weuld yeu say that the ideas of hew te behave in life yeu received frem beth
of yeur parents er did ene play a mere impertant part »
JJ
I think mether played a cleser part because she was mere, I had mere te de wit
her, late father had his jeb te previde a living...as I teld yeu when I came
back with my bad repert I went te mether and I get the hell knecked eut ef me,
and then I went te my father and he was mest perturbed, he says I dent
understand yeu, I dent understand yeu, yeu've get a geed brain ;nd yeu're
net using it, se I said I'm serry I'1ll try next time, but the next time came
and I remained fer the secend year in Standard 3, and that was the Alpha and

the Mega ef my educatien

EH
What age were yeu when yeu left scheel
JJ
I think I must have been reund abeut 16
BH

In the Russian scheel did yeu experience any antisemitism

JJ

We were in the Hebrew Scheel, this was all the educatien I had, the Hebrew
Scheel in Class 3, when I failed I remained in Class 3 and therefere I went
eut te werk

EH

New tell me what type of werk did yeu de

JJ

Well the first werk I did was appreximately in 1920, I started helping my
late brether Kasriel and late father in the preduce, the werk I used te de
was mainly previding grain and selling meal er feed fer chickens, I was bern
in it, I was breught up in preduce se yeu learn it autematically, it becemes
yveur secend sense veu start knewing the weight and the value ef wheat and
cern, bran, yeu learn te knew by yeur fingers, by yeur eyes, yeu dent need
any machines when yeu are bern in the trade, yeu pick up a handful ef wheat
yeu can say hew much the wheat weighs

EH

Did they pay yeu

JJ _

Ne, I used te get & little bit ef pecket meney

EH

What did yeu spend it en

JJ

Pecket meney, I used te spend it girls, sneeker and smeking a little bit en

the quiet, nermal bey's entertainment ef that age
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EH }
Hew leng did yeu werk fer yeur brether

JJ

Net fer my brether, I werked fer my late fafher, vyeu see when late Kasriel
left fer Seuth Africa in 1923 I think

EH

Why did he ceme te Seuth Africa, did yeu have family there

JJ

Ne, this is a leng stery. Actually late Sarah and late Kasriel and I, I think
Chaya alse, we were all beeked te ge te America te eur family, we had the
meney sent te us and in 1922, er '24, the Immigratien frem Lithuania, frem
Russia te America was stepped, cut eff, I dent knew if yeu have that knewledge
se there was ne alternative, we had te get eut

EH

Why

JJ

Te earn seme meney, te bring in seme more‘money ...new we had seme relatiens
in Seuth Africa and that was en my late mether's side, very nice family,

he is still alive, his name is Mr. Harry Selemen, he was a vice scheel
principal in Beneni, and he helped us with the decumentatien te enter Seuth
Africa se the first ene te ge was late Kasriel en his ewn, i dent remember
what the fare was but it was a matter ef abeut £12 er £15 was the ticket
frem ....he had a mishpecha, she was a Mrs. Zippah whe was very helpful, and
her late husband Abe Zippah, very friendly, very geed te us, and after
Kasriel left I werked in the shep well...I get a telling eff but I inhereted
the peltz, yeu khew what a peltz is, & kind ef a fur ceat fer winter and

the velikes frem late Kasriel and I werked the shep was very narrew and very
leng and we had te bring in bags ef 300 1lbs weight and put them frem lew te
higher and higher and higher almest te the ceiling, we used te put the bran
as it was light, we used te keep the heavy stuff dewn and everything had te
be weighed en a scale, semebedy wanted a quarter bag, a half a bag, but we
were well knew, my late father and mether had a geed name and we were very
well supperted, we used te eke eut a living but T cannet remember hew much
finance because I dent knew, I wasnt particularly interested and when I left
and Harry teek ever frem me the same jeb he inherited the same peltz and the
velikes,,.I had phetes ef this, beautiful phetes I tell yeu they are werth

a fertune, I dent knew where the hell they are ...Kasriel left fer Seuth
Africa, he arrived here and Mra& and Mrs. Zippah helped him, teek him eff

the beat and he stayed with them fer a shert while and then he preceeded

te the Transvaal. He get a jeb semewhere in a Cencessien stere in a

place called Mariasberg and he werked fer a Mr and Mrs. Kravitz
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and T think his cemmencing salary was £5 a menth. Frem these £5 a menth
which was all feund, beard and ledging, he saved all the meney and he used
te send semetimes the whele £5 back heme because they needed it badly, late
father was ill, and he get a £1 rise and when he had a little bit mere meney
he sent me a ticket twe years later in 1926, we will have to leave my sperting
career eut fer the time being. In 1926 I left via Hamburg in the German
Africa line te Cape Tewn -

EH

Tell me abeut yeur jeurney, what were the cenditiens

JJ

On the ship the cenditiens were geed because we didnt knew better, we.
travelled third class and the passengers were mainly Jewish geing te Seuth
Africa frem all ever Lithuania, the assembly was Habag, Hamburg, and I think
the foed was geed

EH

What abeut the hygienic cenditiens

JJ

Very geed, there was nething wreng with the beat, the beat was called
"Usamara" a German beat, this beat scuttled itself during Werld War II
ocutside East Lenden, and when I arrived in Cape Tewn I heard semebedy
screaming "Jeffe, Jeffe, Jeffe" it was a Mr. Krafchick frem Cape Tewn, he
says "Eich ben gecumen arunter nemen fun shif, eich heb far eich paperin
and eich vart af eich" ( I have ceme te take yeu eff the ship, and I have
&8 papers fer you) and I didnt knew whe he was

EH

Did yeur brether arrange that

JJ

Yes, my brether and subsequently Mr. Krafchick, and my aunt Mrs. Ray Zippah
came te see me en the beat

EH

Tell me when yeu arrived did yeu have te ge threugh any tests, were the
autherities pleasant

JJ

Oh yes, there was ne preblem, I had a guarantee fer Seuth Africa frem this
ceusin, mishpecha ef eurs frem Beneni, Mr. Selemen, that he is my guardian
and this affidavit ef his guardianship was handed ever te the autherities
and T had ne preblem in getting eff the beat

EH

Did yeu have to write a test

JJ

Nething, I had 2/6d in my pecket
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EH

Hew did yeu spend your first few days

JJ

My first few days I spent in a bearding heuse
EH

Where was it

JJ

T think it must have been in the Gardens semewhere or in that area, it wasnt
far frem tewn, and I was given a bit ef pecket meney, I dent remember hew
much by Mr. Abe Zippah, and a funny incident happened, my Ged, I'll never
ferget that, the first Friday I was in the bearding heuse, and they gave
such beautiful fish te eat, T ate whatever they put en my plate, and then

I asked fer seme mere fish, I get a kick in my leg, it wasnt nice te ask
fer secend helping, but it was beautiful gefilte fish, I mean I had net had
it in years fish like that, altheugh we used te have fish this was terrific,
and T met seme beys and girls I ceuldnt speak the language

EH

Hew did yeu manage

JJ

T dent remember, I remember we went te the Walderf Cafe here in Cape Tewn,
we were invited fer tea and pastries, and the guy whe invited us walkod eut
en us and he left the girl and me te pay, I didnt have the meney, the girl
I dent remember whe she was, she paid but I teek a peer view ef that ether
fellew, it was a terrible thing te de, but it happened and I dent remember
if I repaid that girl the meney, and I stayed with the Zippahs fer I think
abeut a week er maybe twe weeks, £%§¥n were XIsxksxsx busy building a heuse
in Oranjezicht, this.is why they stayed in a bearding heuse, and Kasriel
sent me £5 fer a railway ticket which was enly fer 3rd class, and I teek
eut a third class ticket and Abe Zippah gave me a present ef a geld peuyd

a gold severieng I ever had in my life, but I weuld net change it, I had
sandwhiches, she gave me and seme fruit, and I went inte fhird class, which
was at that time enly fer Blacks, nen whites...when the conduct;r came in
he says why are you sitting here, well I said my ticket is third class

he says all right yeu ceme with me, and he put me in a secend class
cempartment, and I arrived in Germisten abeut twe days later er semething
travelling threugh the Karee, which was miles and miles ef nething, and yeu
get lets of theughts when yeu travel threugh the Karee and yeu ceme frem a
fertile ceuntry like Lithuania er Russia er Peland...I arrived in Germisten
and my ceusin whe is still alive in Jehannesburg, he is a retired maths
teacher, Mr. Harry Selemen was there te meet me, he was then already a vice
principal in seme scheel in Beneni and we teek the first train te Beneni

te his family, his father and mether had a stere in Princes Avenue in Beneni

selling furniture, the father was a carpenter by prefessien and they had
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a big family, I think they were feur brethers and a sister, and this was
Octeber, I spent the menth ef Nevember there idling, deing nething, leeking
fer werk until semeene teld me there was a jeb geing in Venreindick at the
Benner Brethers shep; anyhew I went eut te Vereindick

EH

Was it a mine

JJ

It was a mine, Venreindick mine, and he had a leek at me, he said £3 a menth
free beard and ledging, I said I'11 take it because £3 a menth was eq uivalent
te 150 1lit Lithuanian currency and we needed that meney badly, se I started
werk and my main jeb was te weigh out leaf tobacce, yeu knew the leaves that
the Blacks break up te put in their pipes smeking tebacce, that type ef leaf
we used to make it a tickey and sixpence wrapped up in paper, and the natives
weuld ceme in frem the mines and buy it by the ten

EH

What abeut the language preblem

JJ

The language I started picking up a little bit, and after the first menth

I werked there, it was the menth ef December, the beys frem the eating heuse
teld me the shep will be clesed fer three or feur dayd, yeu knew Christmas
and Bexing Day and Sunday, se I went te Kasriel, my brether in Mariasberg

se I asked Mr. Benner if I ceuld have twe days eff, yeu greener vasser, nech
nit en ge varmed de fees und du vilst sheen feren af helidays" (You greén
water, yeu have net yet warmed yeur feet and yeu already want te ge en
holidays), I said te him the werd bastard I dent like, the beys teld me it
was an ugly werd, I said yeu must net call me bastard I dent like it, se he
says "Yeu bastard" se I said te him Mr. Benner be careful, I held a twe peund
weight in my hand, he said "Yeu bleddy bastard, yeu want helidays" I said
I'm giving yeu netice and I let that two)lb fly, and thank Ged I missed him.
I left the shep I went in and I packed my suitcase and I went te take the
train te Beneni and I didnt ask fer meney and I didnt get any meney, but he
teek his cart and he run in te Beneni te the Selemens and he left fer me a
cheque feor £3.6.0d because I werked three days ever and abeve the menth
£3.6.0d I get and that was my first experience. When the weekend was ever
the beginning of the fellewing week in January I theught I must get a jeb
.and I was already fluent in.a few English werds, and I wrete eut en a piece
of paper, and I walked up te the tep of Princes Avenue and I went criss-
cressed every shep, I said de yeu need an assistant, have yeu get a jeb

fer me, the things I wrete eut in yiddish er in Russian I dent remember but
I said it in English, until I walked inte a little shep and there was a

real talmudistic yid with leng hair with a kapetle (long coat) and he says
yes I've get a jeb, I said hew much de yeu pay, I didnt want te knew what

it is, he said its a big jeb, its a smeus, can yeu smeus, I did net knew
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what the werd smeus was, I said sure hew much de yeu pay, he said £6 a
menth all feund, I said I'11 take it...ne, ne, £5.10.0, and he said where
did yeu smeus, I said I smeused in the Verndick mine...I had te have a jeb,
se he says yeu ceme here en Menday merning very early with yeur things and
I'11l take yeu te the statien, I will buy yeu a ticket and yeu will ge te
Jehannesburg and yeu will change trains en this and this platferm, and yeu
will ge te Velverdig, yeu take the Vilviberg train frem Velvedeeen te
Lichtenburg and my sen Itzka will wait fer yeu at the statien, in a Tem Mix
hat with breeches and leggings, and he is very small but he is yeur bess
Ttzka. I arrived in Velveding and I changed trains fer Lichtenberg and I
was sitting in a cempartment and in came a very tall, a beautiful lady and
a very shert little man and I am sitting, 'I'm net. talking anything, and
T understeed the lady saying te the man in English, he ceuld be Jewish, but
what a geed leeking man, what a geed leeking child, what a geed leeking bey
and they started talking te me in a very slew English, whe I am and where
I ceme frem, and where I'm geing, se I said I'm geing te a place called
Vreismeersbildt, and I'm geing te werk fer Mr. N.S. Bebs...he said Oh my Ged
what are yeu geing te de there, and I said I'm goihg te be a smeus, yeu see
I was frightened te ask fer the interpretatien ef the werd smeus in case I
lese the jeb, se he said are yeu a smeus, I said eh yes, we arrived at
Vreismasbildt and with excitement I lest sight ef them, the lady evidently
went en te Lichtenberg, she was a Mrs. Levy frem Petshefstreem, and the
shert man was Mr. Bebs, the big bess whe I was geing te werk fer, his brether
Itska was the manager, he was werking fer the man that was with me in the trair
se Tzka was en the statien and he had a ceuple eof Black beys with him te take
my suitcases and we walked acress te the mkakxmsm heuse, a shep and a butchery.
And they teld me this is yeur bed and this is the fellew that is werking here
I think his name was Salke, and this is Mr. Harry Craig whe is a cattle buyer
a cattle dealer and then I unpacked a little bit and I came eut en a verenda
which was en the main read, eut cemes Mr. Bebs the Bess, and he séys te me
Jeffe T'm the bess and Itzka is the manager, the smeus whese place I'm geing
te take will enly arrive en Thursday, he says in the meanwhile yeu can help
in the shep, and in the butchery and in the kitchen...he said can yeu ceek,
I said whe cant ceek, he said what can yeu make, I said I can make fricadels
se I went inte the butchery and the butcher gave me mince and I used te fry
fricadels fer an army, they were damn geed, with enien and egg and a little
bit ef fleur, they were het, real geed...I am intreduced te everybedy as the
smeus, the hawker in English, but I had sleepless nights net knewing what
the hell I'm in fer. Thursday afterneen, yeu heard the clatter eof herses
heeves and the rattle ef a wagen, and Itzka says Oh there is yeur smeus
ceming, It was a pair ef mules with a wagen, a Black bey was sitting there

he was driving it and an elderly gentleman en a wagen, and he came dewn, I

dent remember his name and he sheek hands with me and he said yeu are the

smeus T said yes
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and they started taking eff bexes with little bits ef weighed eut greceries
like ceffee packets and tea packets and sugar and candles and matches and all
these things and a little bit ef clething and then came off a let ef eggs

and chickens and turkeys, you knew things which yeu trade in nermally, and

he said thats it, I theught Ged Father this is a piece of cake te the werk

I used te de, te sit en tep ef a wagen and te ride, they shewed me hew te
check eut, that yeu must gf ive an acceunt ...yeu see when yeu ge eut yeu are
beeked eut with se many items te the value eof se much, when yeu ceme back
veu've get te acceunt fer it in cash and trade in, like skins and hides, dry
enes, wet enes...I dent remember the prices but I think eggs were abeut a
tickey er feurpence a dezen, fewls were abeut sixpence, and skins were fer
nething, but yeu used te trade in with the Blacks en the lecatien er where
they used te werk en the diamend diggings ,,...its a beautiful little place,
its en the Meei River, beautiful...and naturally MoLday merning I had te ge
eut se everything was packed in the bexes and put en the wagen, Thank Ged

I had the same bey that the eld man used te have se he helped me all the time
yeu see the meney I already understeed, the tickey, a shilling, ten beb, a
peund and se en, and I knew that I was respensible fer the geeds, I did
business with the Blacks, mainly Blacks and then I started en whites, and

when I increased the business, he increased my salary te £6 and then £7

frem £5.10.0 I weuld send £5 heme every menth and ten shillings I used te
keep, I had everything free and I started playing tennis a little bit

EH

Where did yeu live

JJ

I lived in the heuse but I used te ge eut fer twe, three days at a time, and
while I was eut a few times I slept under the wagen tee, a bit ef antisemitism
but seme farmers weuldnt let yeu in, it was net a pelitical issue, but it was
a dirty issue why they weuld net let me in...he teld me subsequently after

we became such big friends that he went in ence te a big firm in Petschefstree
te buy a span ef exen and a wagen and he underteek te pay after the harvest
and he signed a bill fer is, and they had a leek at the signature, and said it
is net a geed signature, they threw the paper behind the ceunter and they made
him sign anether ene, and he insisted that he paid twice fer that span ef exen
and the wagen, and he didnt want te knew my treubles, I went back te him, he
was an elderly man, had a very wealthy family, frem him and his sens and the
Blacks that werked fer him, I ceuld make a living cemfertably, and I said leek
what happened with yeu and the ether peeple is net my preblem, why sheuld I
suffer, and he said yeu are quite right, carry en deing business and I used

te sleep there tee, but ene day he used te call me Yeu, he ceuldnt say Jee

he said yeu ceme here temerrew er next week, then we will go tegether te

Petchefstreem in my cart and herses, he is geing te make eut a Will, a

Testament, te atterneys, Lew and Nell, in Petchefstreem and he made eut the
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and he made eut the Will and I signed as a witness, and after T signed as

a witness, I did net knew what I was signing we came oeut and he gave me a
ceuple of severeigns, geld, and he teek me back and I carried en my werk

he was such a fine man that when late father was very, very-ill and we get

an SOS te send meney, I berrewed frem him twentyfive peunds, in severeigns,
and T went te the pest effice and I sent it eff in relays, every day or_evéry
week, the twentyfive peunds went heme because late father had te ge te.
Germany fer medical attentien...I repaid every cent te the eld man with
great, great, gratitude. This was the first time in my life I ever berrewed
meney, and subsequently I berrewed seme meney frem Harry, but I never
berrewed meney frem anybedy but it was a life, I became very well liked by
the Afrikaaners

EH

Yeu picked up the language

KK

Ph yes

EH

Afrikaans

JJ

Oh ves, I used te ge te Petchefstreem by lift and I met yiddishe girls,

and I was naughty, hell T was naughty, but they all liked me

EH

Hew did yeu meet them

JJ

My bess used te live in Petchefstreem, and I weuld ge there fer a weekend

and T had lets ef girls, beautiful girls, and we used te dance a let and
sing a let, I picked up the language as fast as a human being ceuld

EH

Did yeu pick up first Afrikaans er English

JJ

There was a teacher ef the scheel in Reichenberg a Mr. Keat, whe gave me a
few lessens in English, he charged me 3d, nething practically, I think T must
have had abeut six er eight lessens perhaps er ten lessens, and then I met

a gentleman whe dreve a beautiful little Renhelt car, it leeked like a little
tank, he came inte‘the shep, he said te me Jeoeffe I want yeu te meet my
daughter ...beautiful, levely, levely girl, geedbye, he went eff, he came
reund again and said Jeffe I want te talk te yeu, he says I want yeu te '
marry my daughter...I'll give yeu the farm, I'll give yeu cattle, I'1ll give
yeu meney, I'll give yeu everything...yeu knew this was the first cenfrentatien
in my life that I had such a thing happen te me, that I needed stability,
that I needed help gees beyend thinkging...I dent knew where I get it frem

that T was a superguy that I did net want a "gereter shidduch" (Matchmaking)
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this put me off, hf he did net say marry his daughter, mest prebably I weuld
have leved her, it did net make much difference te me, she was a levely,
healthy girl, I felt that I did net want a "gereter shidduch" (matchmaking)
I said ne, naturally I theught I made a mistake all my life, whe knew what
weuld have happened, whe can tell, the girls in Petchefstreem teld me that
I was getting tee fat, I was putting en wim wieght, se I went te my bess, I
said I heard that there were se many jebs effered en the mines, en the Reef
in Jehannesburg, Krugersderp, I said I thhnk I want te leave yeur werk. He
says I weuldnt like yeu te de it, I'1ll give yeu mere meney, I said the girls
say I leek like a pumpeen...l heard they were paying £15, £12 fer an assistant
in a shep £17 en the mines fer a salesman and I qualified myself as a salesman
se I gave him netice, they were very geed te me, very very geed, and I came
te Jehannesburg...Il stayed with a ceusin ef eurs, a secend ceusin ef eurs, the
ene frem Penevel, Oscar Sacks, and I started walking abeut, talking te the
beys, I was teld there was a jeb in Nigel, I teek the train eut there, Gedud
Extensien and I walked frem Springs er Brakpan, I dent remember te Geduld
Extensien te the Cencessien stere, and when I arrived I said are yeu leeking
fer a salesman, he said yes, take eff your jacket and get behind the ceunter
teday is payday...amengst the Blacks it was payday, and I accredited myself,
he said yeu are all right, and I said hew much de yeu pay, he said £5 a menth
I nearly drepped, I teek my jacket and walked back te the statien, I dent
knew hew many miles I walked and I teek the train and I came back te Jehannesbt
late, then I heard that there was a jeb geing in Bribfontein, I went eut te
Bramfentein fer the jeb, yes, eh yes, get in behind the ceunter I want te
see what sert ef man yeu are, I get in I packed up the treusers nicely, the
shirts nicely, I already had a knack ef deing it, and he says yes I'll give
veu twelve peunds a menth but I've get te share the accemmedatien with him
the re was just a reem at the back ef the shep...I did net like his methed ef
instructien, that when a Black man cemes frem the mine and he buys semething
yveu must give him irregular change...l said thank yeu and & teek my Jjacket
and I walked, he chased me and he said what is the matter with yeu, he said
I want te talk te yeu ceme back, I came back and I said yeu knew that is a
hell eof a thing te de, I felt it is net an heneurable thing te de, se he
leeked at me and he says yeu are a very, very geoed man. I knew yeu, I even
knew yeur family...I said yeu knew my family, he says yes I de, and I werked
fer him fer I think eight menths er nine menths and he paid me £17 already
net £12 and he wanted me te stay but I wasnt very happy in that jeb with that
first episede that happened between him and me. He tried everything in the
werld te keep me, se I came back and I had this Mrs. Sacks was a wenderful,
wenderful persen te me...I said I'll ge te the diggings because Kasriel my
elder brether was already en the diggings, I came te the diggings and I
was leeking fer a jeb and I get a jeb frem a Mr. Levy, the Blacks used te

call him "Mamenemen" (Fat man) he was very cerpulant, and I werked there fer
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a while en the diggings in the shep and then I was made a prepositien te
build a bakery, his name was Snake Sipelitsky and witheut any meney investment
I just had te woerk se I cannet remember the financial pesitien ef the

bakery, I think I used te earn better than in the sheps, but it was the heurs
that were killing, yeu had te be up abeut twe, three in the merning with the
bread, with the beys,

EH

Did they teach yeu hew te bake

JJ

I did net bake, I used te be selling the bread, we had a herse and cart, we
used te bake bread puddings, a big leafl ef bread which yeu ceuld divide inte
ten er twelve tickey lines eor sixpenny lines, yeu used te just break and

we used te sell it te the sheps, ge areund te all the diggings and ceme back
in the afterneen, but in the afterneen yeu had te ge te Lichtenberg te fetch
fleur, and I think we were the first firm te buy a feur cylinder truck, and
there were a let ef nice yiddishe beys there, a let and in the bakery we made
@ kind ef a eating place fer all the bachelers ...they had te pay in a peel
and we weuld buy the meat frem late Perlman the butcher and Lasky was alse

a member eof the gang and we used te take at least twelve peunds lamb cheps

er mutten cheps, put it in the pudding pans in the bakers oeven, in the bakery
and we used te fry it, bake it, and we always had plenty ef Matels brandy,

we drank enly Matels brandy ‘

EH

Tell me all the Jewish beys were they werking in the sheps ef the diggings

JJ

Seme were digging, qQuite a few were digging, seme had their ewn businesses

a let eof bachelers, seme of them had wives...we used to take the lerry, we
used te lead up hides, wet hides frem the butchers store or empty petrel drums
and take it inte Lichtenburg and bring back a lead ef fleur fer the bakery,
and ene day I passed by, I think it was semewhere in Rustenberg and the husband
came up and he said Jee, he was a client, de me a faveur take my wife inte
Liéhtenberg, she has get te catch the train te Jehannesburg, I said sure, and
T picked up that lady and we were travelling tewards Lichtenberg and the
steering wheel breke leese and she teld me that she was pregnant, get eff the
lerry and I had a leek, the red was breken se what ceuld I de, I teek eff
the belt frem my pants and I get underneath the lerry and I tied up semehew
the steering wheel and we managed te crawl in te Lichtenberg...there in
Lichtenberg I saw a Mr. Merris Kruger, they had a mill, charming fellew

had a little twe seater Ferd and I said Merris I'm in treuble, here is the
lady and I've get te take her te the train and the train is gene or is leaving

he said dent werry I'll take her te Celeen and she will take the train in

Celleen, se he teek the lady in his car, he teek her te Celleene and her time
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was CX%'red, and the stery gees that he teek her te his heuse and she gave
birth te a sen in the passage ef his heuse...this sen that was bern is teday
ene eof the biggest men in Seuth Africa in preperty business, ene ef the
biggest men in Jehannesburg, ene eof the biggest in the ceuntry...I dent knew
him I've net met him, but I see se much abeut him in the press

EH

Se yeu used te buy the fleur and take it te the bakery

JJ

Take it back te the bakery and bake bread...until I jeined the family

EH |

Yeu mean yeur brethers

JJ

Yes my brether my late brether Kasriel and my ex brether-in-law, we breught
them eut frem Russia, my late sister and her husband we breught eut, Kasriel
and T we breught them eut, then all ef us breught eut Harry and late mether
just like this, a chain reactien...and subsequently I teek charge of a shep
and a butchery en a place called Hendricksdull, it belenged te African
Furepean Investment Cempany, Lewis & Marks, an old yiddishe firm, and we had

a cencessien frem them, se we started selling Shell and Vacuum paraffin

grease and I used te buy meat frem seme whelesale butcher in Lichtenburg

or Graffonteinv

EH '

Serry did yeu save up eneugh meney te buy this cencessien stere

JJ

You didnt need meney, I was werking in it, we were given a little bit ef credit
by a firm called Resenberg Wholesalers and we were given seme credit of petrel
and paraffin, we used te pay frem day te day and I used te manage the shep

and the butchery with the help of ene or twe black beys...we had very interest-
ing neighbeurs, the Derf Brethers frem Klerksdorp, there was late Leuis and
his brether, I think he passed away new in Johannesburg, I've fergetten his
name, he gave himself a kind ef an English name yeu knew, nice beys, they
became very wealthy, very big farmers, very big sterekeepers, there were

lets eof beys, there were seme landsleit en the diggings tee, the Lurie Brether:
Dattners, Sklars, there were lets ef yidden there

EH

Did yeu werk such leng heurs there tee

JJ

Oh yes, I mean yeu werked frem sunrise te sunset, what else can you de

EH

There was net much setial life

JJ

Ne, the enly secial life yeu had was te g0 inte Lichtenburg te leek fer a girl

te ge te a cinema, and there were regular Church services en a Sunday night
i very often, yes T used te ge and
by the N.G. Kerk, T used te ge and listen very



26

listen te sermens, naturally when the prayers were en, I knew the time, I weuld
geo and listen te the sermens, a sermen has never dene anybedy any harm, sermens
are always geed, disregarding the language, T was en Hendricksdal, Harry was

en anether farm, and late Kasriel and Sarah and my ex brether-in-law were alse
en anether farm, we had three sheps and a butchery...my late sister and Kasriel
they had a shep and a fruit shep te keep it epen at night because there was net
nething else te de...subsequently Harry coeuldnt take the life and he disappeare
he ran away, he went te werk fer Hechter and Davidevitz, I dent remember where
it was, and the catastrephe came when the diamend prices went te blazes, a
carat er diamond, they used te pay £2 er £3 a carat, they started paying £1
and chips, the little enes, very small diamends were ten shillings a carat, ,
se naturally business drepped. Diggers whe yeu used te give credit te ceuldnt
afferd te pay, and yeu had te pay yeur crediters, se we coeuldnt pay, feund it d
difficult...the family had a meeting and they decided te pay everybedy...we
teoek all the geeds, the steck that we had and we teok it reund te sheps en the
diggings, and we sold steck fer as lew as five shillings in the peund, twe and
sixpence in the peunds just te pay everybedy, we paid everybedy. One
interesting this was between the o0il cempanies teo whem we ewed mest ef the
meney, everybedy get paid every cent, and in 1931 we had ne alternative than

te leave the diggings...we seld eut everything just forvnothing, we gave it
away and we came te Preteria. In Preteria we had a relatien, family by the
name eof Shapire '

EH

Is that why yeu went te Preteria, because yeu had relatiens

JJ

I remember the arrival in Preteria, all ef us, Harry was gene, late Kasriel and
late Sarah, my ex brether-in-law and myself, se semehew or ether it became
knewn te us that a geed place te make a living was Lady Selberne lecatien.

We went eut and we saw a stand, I think Mrs. Shapire must have helped us a
great deal and we beught that stand and we went inte Preteria and we went te
see a meneylender and he said he weuld lend us seme meney and it teek in ne

time we put up a heuse and shep and a butchery

EH

In the locatien

JJ

In the lecatien, Iady Selberne Lecatien, and we all werked, we were suppesed
te be in partnership, the licences were in my name...new they used te buy the
meat frem the celd sterage , little by little, they were very cautieus in
giving credit. One day I went inte tewn and I asked them havent they get

a jeb fer me. The man T speke te was the late Mr. Max Jaffe, net Jeffe, he
was a red haired, ginger face, he was the sales manager ef the celd sterage.

He said Jeffe we are firing peeple, we dent hire peeople, times are bad. T

realised that I've get te get eut because there wasnt eneugh for all ef us

te de
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se ene day he came eut te the lecation, he said Mr. Jeffe I've get a jeb fer
yeu. Ceme in temerrew. I rode a bicycle from Lady Selbeurne Lecatien te
tewn, and he says te me, loek there is an insolvent butchery, it is an Indian
'butchery, he ewes us meney and I'll give yeu a jeb as a bicycle delivery bey
...after I tried this Jeb, it was seme painstaking business, I had te ride the
bicycle frem (inaudible) te Sunnydale Street in Pretoria. I had a basket
centaining abeut 80 er 90 er mere peunds ef meat, varieus erders, and this

was a daily precedure until the Indian reinstated himself in the butchery

fer a shert peried and I was given netice. The first packet I received as
salary was fer several days at the rate eof £2 a week. I remember getting it
frem the paymaster whe was a Mr. van der Skyve, he was an unfertunate man te
have ene leg and he walked en crutches, my pay was something a peund and a few
pence, se I had te get a joeb...I went te the big bess and I teld him I must
have werk, seo he teld me that they have a butchery in Preteria West, ahd I
must start en Menday. I started the butchery, it was mainly Eurepean erder
trade and I was net up te the standard ef city bleckmen, so I made a few

phow paxs in the butchery until we teek steck and there was a gress less ef a
few peunds. I was called te the eoffice and he said Mr. Jeffe are yeu alse
stealing my meney., I said Ne Sir I'm net, but I am a little bit genereus with
yeur meat te try and get clientelle, I said, but if yeu will have patience

fer anether twe three weeks yeou will find it in erder. He said, geed, and
funnily eneugh in three weeks time I started shewing a prefit in the butchery
I was duly premeted te the biggest butchery at that time belenging te the
cempany which was shewing heavy lesses, and I fixed that up, and I was subseq u
ently made manager of the retail butcheries, and from thereen I became a
traveller, and after being a traveller fer perishable produéts I became an
assistant service manager te Mr. Max Jaffe whe eriginally gave me the first
Jjeb. I have learned a great deal ef practical and practical experience and
theeretical experience frem my bess Mr. Ivan Ventzle, whe I think was a real
cemmercial genjius in Seuth Africa but se few peeple know abeut him...he was
unreal, very rigid, very hard but a brilliant mathematician, ecenemist and
financier, subsequently I have werked with Mr., Ventzle and I resigned and

I tried semething else but it weuldnt werk until Mr. Jaffe came te me frem
Bleemfentein were he was manager, and he teld me Mr. Davies wants me

back anywhere as leng as I'm back with the trust. New Pert Elizabeth branch
was epen fer a manager se it was the decisien of Mr. Max Jaffe, he gees te
Pert Elizabeth, I beceme manager in Bleemfentein, er he stayes in Bleemfontein
and I ge te Pert Elizabeth. In turn I met a yeung lady in Bleemfentein, a
very loevely Jewish girl and it was a bit of a leve stery and I wanted te marry
her and her father said that my salary wasnt eneugh fer her checelate bill a

menth, the enly way I could marry his daughter weuld be if. I had my ewn busines
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T résigned my jeb and I went te Vryburg where I was made a prepesitien by

a very preminent Jewish gentleman whe subseqeutnly did net keep his werd

te the arrangements we had made

EH

Hew did yeu ceme te knew ef it, did yeu have any centacts

JJ

Vryburg, I had my yeunger brether Harry and he was the agent, the ge-between
the man and myself ...I was terribly upset because we get married and it
didnt pan eut the way we wanted it te se I decided after twelve menths te

try my ewn luck in business, starting frem zero with a lean ef £192 frem

a lady, a nen Jewish lady, and I hired a shep fer £8 a menth and I beught

up abeut £25 ef steck in secend hand furniture, a few mattresses, a few chairs
EH

Did yeu knew anything abeut furniture

JJ

Nething

EH

Se hew did yeu come.to de furniture

JJ

Because the girl, my ex-wife's family were in the business and I had friends
in the furniture business and it was abeut the easiest thing te ge in with

the minimum capital, fer everything else yeu needed cash, se we had a drinking
sessien with the manager ef the Standard Bank and he teld me lad if yeu need
meney yeu ceme te me, se I came te him, he didnt deny that I ceuld have all T
want but I said I want £300 everdraft, he said en what, I said en nething, he
said yeu cant have it se there was a hell of a palaver, he said he will give
me £200, I said ne I want £300, se he says why £300, I said I've get te ge te
Jehannesburg I've get te buy furniture, second hand furniture frem sales, T
said I've get te transpert it te Jehannesburg station, I've get te rail it,
I've got te pay railage in Vryburg and I've got to have a little bit ever feor
liquidity, he said he will give me £250, I said ne...he gave me £300, hew he
did it, I think at that time the maximum he was allewed te give was £500...
hewever it was the beginning, I started the business oen 12th January 1938

and at the end eof June I shewed a prefit ef £512 ...I had a bookeeper used te
charge me £5 a menth, the late Mr. Jack Cehen, he didnt believe the stery

but he came up, he says yeu knew semething persenally I think yeu are bankrupt
and I'm net charging yeu fer this menth's werk but get yeurself semebedy else
I'm net deing the werk any mere, its impessible that yeu sheuld make yeurslef
£512 prefit, hewever, I feund bigger premises and I meved ever and started
pregressing, then the war breke eut and I jeined the Kimberley Regiment ...

I had a wenderful lady werking fer me, her name was Mrs. Granding and I had

an Afrikaans man werking, his name was France Veed, hewever, after jeining
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the Kimberley Regiment I went te Jehannesburg...I get a bit ef steck, secend
hand furniture, new furniture ...se I did net knew what my fate was geing te
be, se I decided te make eut a Will in faveur ef my late mether and I ceuld
enly de se by ceming back and effering the man Mr. Veed...she sheuld inherit
whatever there is, I said Mr. Veed I'm effering yeu a full partnership in the
business witheut having te invest a cent and yeu and Mrs. Grant will run the
business, he said I've get news fer yeu te, I'm giving yeu netice en the

turn. .with the same view in the event ef anything happening my mether weuld be
sele beneficiery and she can de what she likes, give it te the children in
Israel and se en, se I went te Senderwater, I was bearded as a C3 seldier and

I had five eperatiens, mainly en the head and sinusitis in Jehannesburg, and
they said either I de clerical werk or I have my discharge, se I get my .
discharge and I came back te Vryburg, and naturally there were bad days, and I
started concentrating en farming and farming and cattle and business{ I werked
very, very hard and thank Ged I was very successful, starting frem nething, I
wasnt used te big meney but I did make geeod, we lived very well, very
cemfertably and it was a goeed life

EH

Right new I knew abeut yeur werk. New I want te ask yeu a few questiens

abeut religidn. You lived mestly in Vryburg, did yeu beleng te a shul

JJ |

In Vryburg, we all belenged te the Liberal Cengregatien. I was en the Cemmittee
we were ene ef the mest présperous, clesely integrated Jewish cemmunities in
Seuth Africa, we were high up in centributiens, we used te geo eut fer cellectioen
we had lets ef cellectiens in varieus ways, we used te appeal te farmers, nen
Jewish farmers, te assist us, they gave us cattle, livestock which was seld en
the steck fairs in faveur ef eur cengregatien, and when it was the IUA fund, we
used te cellect nen Jewish farmers as well as Jewish...we had lets ef Jewish
farmers whe were married te ladies ef ether faiths, and they gave very liberally
and we had a wenderful cengregatien and when I lived there there were abeut

36 te 38 families, we imperted a rev frem Israel and his wife and he was under
centract te us fer abeut 3 er 5 years

EH

What was his name

JJ

(Unintelligible)

EH

Dees net matter, was there a shul already established

JJ '

There was a shul and a hall...Rabbi Slenim, when I arrived he came frem Israel

he came frem a wenderful religieus family in Jerusalem...his wife had a sister

and his wife's sister married Merry Walter, and Rabbi Slenem was the essence

ef a mest woenderful, wenderful human being
H

he was net the meney grabber
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meney meant nething te him, like a real preper Israeli chaluitz, meney was
nething, brandy was mere impertant, and he and I were the main werkers at

the Chevra Kadisha in Vryburg. My yeounger brether was President ef the Chevra
Kadisha, I was vice-president, and we had te de all the werk eurselves, it was
net very eften but yeu knoew frem the district there were a few yidden, and we
had te de all the werk eurselves willingly knewing that its a mitzvah and we
did it well.

EH

Hew many Jewish families were there at that time

JJ

Abeut 38 families

EH

Were they all religieus

JJ

Well they had ...they were all geed yidden, they all meant well, if they did
net ceme te shul we knew that Saturday was impessible te ceme te shul because
everyene was in business, but Friday nights wé had a wenderful minyan and

fer a number eof years I used te daven erev Shabbat, Mincha and Ma'ariv, then
we get Rabbi Slenim, he passed away, that was a big tragedy in eur lives

in Jehannesburg and I was very, very serry abeut it because he wrote te me one
letter, I went te see him in General Hespital, he wrete to me again and I

was a little bit slew in ceming, I ceuldnt make it and he passed away. Then

we imperted a rabbi frem Israel with the name of Yesheu Kimmelman, he was
abeut 21 and his wife Saba was abeut 17 and he made fantastic pregress with
the Congregatién and particularly with the children. We were very, very

happy with him. We gave him a heuse, we built a heuse and he lived happily
until the Potchefstreem cengregatien decided te take him away frem us, se there
is seme ol1ld stupid Shulchan Orach Law, where it cemes frem I dent knew, they
weuld net ceme te talk te him in Bryburg but they asked him te meet them en the
Veringeen read...there was a Mr. Shulman frem Petchefstreem whe came te
negetiate, and when Rabbi Kimmelman, came te telllus that he was being effered
an enermeus salary in Petchefstreem, we felt we did net want te stay in his
way and he went. Since that day we have been struggling...within a matter of
a few menths he made a cheir fer the children, and I want te tell yeu it was
the pleasure ef the week te ge en Friday night te shul and te listen te him
daven, hé had a levely veice, and the children...subsequently I decided that
the children sheuld take ever the service en Friday night, which was dene. Ever
child in turn used te daven maariv en Friday night, and the attendance was
always geed...and yepgtevim we had such a wenderful cengregatien, it was eut

of this werld...we have ever 100 peeple fer Resh Hashana and Yem Kippur and

we had a rabbi, we had unpleasantness with rabbenim...seme were geod, seme

were net goed at all and seme did stupid things and we had te buy eut their

centracts
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te struggle en and on and the cemmunity started te disperse, children grew
up, matriculated, higher educatien, families follewed...we had every Sunday
night we had a game ef cards, all the preceeds weuld go te the congregatien
or seme benefit cause, we had markets we had ence a year open markets, we had
dances erganised, we had te fight fer it te have the cafe at the stockfairs in
Vryburg and the Jewish ladies feooed was very very pepular amengst the cattle
buyers and sellers and particularly all the Blacks werking there, they

ceuld net wait fer a Jewish ladies Friday sale because they weuld get twice
as much in weight fer value fer tw half the price in meney, it was geed and
geed until such time as the cemmunity became smaller and smaller and smaller
and we ceuld net keep up a rev any mere se Max Cehen, my brether Harry used
te daven musaf and crea and I used te daven Shachrit Resh Hashana and Yem
Kippur...it was geed until we had te fellew the children and we were leaving
Vryburg, naturally very much upset abeut it, and the cengregatien had been
infermed that there was an ameunt ef meney left fer a specific purpese by a
Seuth African Jewish Springbek rugby player...Fred Smellen er Mr. Smellen

I dent remember ...he was a fameus rugby persenality in Seuth Africa, and I
think he left £5000

EH

Did he live in Vryburg

JJ

Yes he left it fer a specific purpese, enly fer a shul te be built, but
nething else, just fer a shul, unfertunately we had a beautiful hall cum shul
we had built a beautiful eren kedesh and I managed te get the man that werked
fer me, Mr. Veet te carve the Oren Kodesh, made a beautiful jeb ef it and

we could net get the £5000 because it was left seolely with the idea ef having
the shul, se my cemmittee members went te the Jewish Beard ef Deputies in
Jehannesubrg and te the best of my knoewledge Advecate Maisels was appreached
en the subject and he managed te negoetiate with the Master ef the Supreme Ceurt
that we should get the interest which weuld help the cengregatien which I
believe was agreed (end of tape) and I premised faithfully I weuld ceme te
their sen Brad's barmitzvah...I want to tell yeu I travelled te Kimberley

I féew te Kimberley specially te attend the barmitzvah, there were enly five
feur families left...the shul cum hall is kept in beautiful cenditien but
services are net held any mere, they have get ne minyan...enly during the
helidays when a few visiters ceme and the children ceme that they might

have eccasienally a minyan...new the rabbi Ceeperman frem Kimberley came

te efficiate the barmitzvah, it was such an eye epener te me, frem all ever
we were appreximately tweﬁty five oer thirty yidden altegether and there were

abeut 200 nen Jewish peeple. The shul was crewded, there were ne seats left

enly standing reem and he translated the entire service frem Shachrit till
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the end ef the barmitzvah, he is an Irish Jew he cemes frem Salisbury, a very
very fine rabbi, charming man, and I want te tell yeu that will shake yeu, that
it was all kesher, everything was kesher, it is just unbelieveable, he insisted
en kesher...I dent knew the cest te this barmitzvah, but Isaac had te send a
lerry te Jehannesburg te bring a tent a marquee, they breught the marquee, they
put it up, he hired furniture and Beyke Rellef did all the deceratiens, electric
lights were put in, the feed was se fantastic, I can net single eut the best
hetel iﬁ Jehannesburg er Cape Tewn whe ceuld supercede the catering ef that
day, nobddy, impessible, T have never seen such luxury feeds presented, there
was ne shertage eof refreshments n#ither, plenty ef everything, and the bey did
very well...I was heneured, I was given an aliya, the oenly ene, the Cehen,

the Levy and the Israel in the merning and the bey, I was askenished that the
bey read fluently frem the Terah, he read it beautifully...it was fantastic

te see hew feur families can keep up a cengregatien...what they de new is they
have amalgamated with Mafeking, and in Mafeking they have get this wenderful
man Jack Fish, se they all ge fer yemtev, fer Resh Hashana Yem Kippur they

ge te Mafeking and Mafeking has get mere families than Vryburg and they've

get a lot ef Israelis werking fer Baputhatswana gevernment, whem I dent kneow,
I've never met them, se they had a big minyan and Mr. Jack Fish puts them

all up fer free fer yemtev, feed, hetel, drinks, everything en the heuse, he

is an unreal man, te live, te meet and te knew , . T cannet talk highly eneugh
Jewish life gees en, Hareld Schechter is carrying the let, Esme Ralph is
number twe, yeu knew Esme was converted

EH

Se mest ef the Jews whe remained in Vryburg are married te gentile women

JJ

Yes, they became all cenverted, and I want te tell yeu I am very, very,

very preud ef them. New I want te tell yeu while we are en the subject of Esme
that this I think sheuld be on recerd, Esme Ralph was I think a girl called
Petgeiter, a levely kid. When she married, she went fer her lesseons in
Jehannesburg er Kimberley, I dent remember, she became preficient in Hebrew
that she taught feur beys the entire barmitzvah in Hebrew, and I want te

tell yeu Eve that there were ne flaws, and this Esme Ralph sheuld be really
cemmended en such a perfermance te teach Jewish children the entire ceremeny

ef the barmitzvah witheut skimping a werd. New this is semething in all my 1if
I've never heard and I've never seen and I dent think there will be anether ene
and what she is net deing teday...Julie had a leg amputated, she werks all day
in the shep, she has got three levely beys, they are Springbek heckey players,
they play fer Nerthern er Seuthern Transvaal, ene is in the army, ene is an
auditer, David is a champien bey. I have net seen them fer se many years, I

dent knew what they leek like, but Esme Ralph I weuld class her as ene of. the

mest eutstanding persenalities in the Jewish annals eof eur histery. She is the

greatest, and she Just takes it as it cemes

She keeps the keys of the shul



33

shu}l, she keeps the keys of the Oren Kedesh, she cleans it, she leeks after
it, se dees Marie, they all de their share, and net fergetting Hareld's wife
whats her name, Zelda, Zelda alse helps, they all help, but the meeting is
still there of the cemmunity, the tegetherness is still there and I think they
are te be admired. I leve them, thats all I can tell yeu.

EH

Tell me hew much would yeu say religien meant te yeu as a child

JJ '

Te me as a child, well, religien meant everything because I was breught up in
it, T was bern in it, we were a fairly religieus kesher family and I still re-
member the years when I used te daven every merning with Tfillin and se en, and
gradually yeu get eut ef it when yeu beceme assimilated te a fereign life like
in Seuth Africa, yeu knew gradually yeu meve eut, yeu get oeut eof it, but even
in my naughty years when I was wild, I was still always thinking of my yeshiva
days, these few years, the little while I was there, or the cheder and I leved
Israel all my life, IT've been a Revisienist all my life

EH

New I want te knew abeut Zienist views, was yeur family invelved in Zienism

JJ

Te the best of my recellectien, I cannet tell yeu because

EH

What abeut yeur parents

JJ

I'm trying te tell yeu, my parents that we were seo much eccupied in making a
living, we had ne capital, when they left Lithuania they had nething, we werked
up and lest a let ef meney in Russia, when we had meney it used te run inte
hundreds eof milliens se when we left Russia te ge back te Lithuania there

was nething that we ceuld take aleng because it was evernight we run away, se
we left everything, se then we came we Penevez we had te start struggling

te make a living, if it wasnt fer the cew that we get back frem Pempian, we
weuld have stafved, but this is the time when we started a little business, se
I cannet tell yeu abeut Zienism appertaining te my parents because I dent
remember...but I jeined Maccabi in Penevez, I was ene of the first few, I've
get beautiful phetegraphs ef Maccabi, and when Jabetinsky came in 1921 I
became an ardent fellewer ef Jabetinsky, and I've been a Revisienist ever since
and till a few years age I was en the executive cemmittee of the Western
Prevince Revisienist Seciety, eccasienally I still am, when they need me

EH

What were yeour activities in Maccabi in Lithuania

JJ

Well it was mainly spert and faithfulness te Zienism, because Maccabi is a

divisien of Zienism
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EH

Did yeu have any speakers er discussiens

JJ

Oh yes, we had a let eof peeple used te ceme and lecture te us oh Ziohism,

frem Kevne, frem Shavel, frem Velkamier, frem Germany, frem Austria, eh we had
loets ef that, but Maccabi steed fer ene thing, tewards a Zienist mevement all
the years

EH

And when yeu came te Seuth Africa, did yeu beleng te any Zienist erganisatien
JJ ‘

When I came te Seuth Africa, there wasnt very much time, when yeu live eut ef
a city and yeu've get te werk day and night and yeu dent knew the language,

it wasnt easy. When I came inte Jehannesburg naturally I immediately leeked
fer yiddishkeit, T went te the Jewish Guild in Jehannesburg and T

participated there fer a while in everything that was geing, everything that was

effered

EH

De yeu remember any fund-raising campaigns, any speakers that came te Seuth
Africa er in Vryburg....any fameus peeple that came for Keren Hayesed

JJ

Yes there were quite a few used te ceme frem Jehannesburg

EH

Can yeu remember any names

JJ

I remember Jabetinsky ceming te Seuth Africa
EH

Where did yeu hear him
JJ

I think it was in Jehannesburg in a very big cinema

EH

Was it well attended

JJ

Oh it was crewded...he was ene of the finest speakers in the werld, then there

was a fellew, Dr. Alexander Resenfield whe became subsequently a Maccabi

PTO fer the Rethschilds, Rethschild used te I believe pay his expenses and he
used te travel werld-wide fer Maccabi and Zienism, but I think everybedy whe
was a big man in Jehannesburg in Zienism, I dent remember their names effhand
used te ceme te Vryburg te lecture us, everybedy....Rabbenim used te ceme,
Rabbi Duschensky used te ceme te us

EH

De yeu remember any anti Zienists pretests

JJ

Anti Zienists pretests
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Well these were during the beginning ef the war, there were seme anti Zienist
pretests, the Zienists were always classed tegether with Freemasens, always
anti Zienists and anti Freemasenery...newspapers exhibitiens, there were a

few cenfrentatiens I believe in Jehannesburg er in Cape Toewn but I dent think
it was en a big scale te the best eof mY memery. Wa had a few preblems during
the beginning ef the war in anti Jewishness emenating frem radie, always the
Juden, and the Juden, and the Juden. New here I must tell yeu a stery that ene
day a farmer came inte my business and he said leek here I want te buy a radie
frem you and en ene conditien that I can hear what Hitler says abeut the yidden
frem Shishen...I'11l sell yeu a radie but what Hitler says is net my business
he teek eut the radie and he breught it back the fellewing day and he said the
damn thing is ne geed...I said whats the matter with it, he said he cant get
Sishen en it, I said have a leek, he never switched it en, he never switched
it en se he ceuldnt hear, but he says are you a Jew, I said yes I'm a Jew

he says'why dees Hitler hate yeu, he says yeu are a geed bey, yeu are a geod
Seuth African, I said I'11 leave this te yeur ﬂetter judgement...he was a fine
eld man and he came back te me a few menths later, he's very serry, he's met
se many geoed peeple and he dees net want a Shishen radie...his name was Mr.
Jeshua Heusebreeke, the grandfather of the family Heusebreekes in Flerida.

Its an interesting episede.

EH

New they say at that time there were notbvery many Jewish wemen in Seuth Africa
was it a preblem fer a yeung man

JJ

Oh yes...the preblem ef Jewish wemen ef marriageable type of a weman was

a, it wasnt a preblem for the Seuth African bern bey, but it certainly was

a preblem fer us Lithuanians, a, we didnt knew the language sufficiently well
b, we were net educated, I had ne educatien at all, mXm enly ene vyear, ahd

the prepeunced dialect of mine in English is unirradicahle, I mean I did net
learn English te knew better

EH

Was it a preblem

JJ _

Yes it was a problem because yeu are always leeked dewn upen, a greener

EH

Se yeu weuldnt be accepted in seciety

JJ

But I want te tell yeu that a let ef us, I think mest of us, made geed

there were cases which were really pathetic, new there was ene thing that
happened te me, I had a scheelmate of mine in Penevez we used te sleep

and drink tegether in ene bed, and he went te Seuth Africa, I came te Seuth

Africa, and he became a wealthy man in East Lenden and I ceuldnt wait te see

him when I came te Seuth Africa...when I came te East Lenden T was en sick
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leave frem the army in uniferm, naturally when we met it was semething...
bretherly leve ...he did net knew what te de fer me, he effered me a car

a driver, petrel, ceupens, everything, and he said Friday night yeu are

ceming te my heuse...I'l1l ceme and fetch yeu at fhe hetel and we will ﬁave a
real celebratien. I was in the hetel having a few drinks with Hareld Schechter
late father, it was his hetel, I think it was called Cumberland, we had anether
drink, we had a fhird drink, we had a feurth drink...nebedy cemes te fetch me
suddenly he arrives and he is crying...I said Vannie why are yeu crying, what
happened, whats wreng...I'm serry te have te tell y;u that my wife dees net
want te entertain yeu, yeu are a Russian yid, yeu knew I never met his wife,
she is a lady wheever she is, I nearly drepped, it teek him heurs te ge heme

he did net want te ge heme but he went heme and I never visited his heuse,
thats a fact te give yeu an idea en the questien yeu just asked abeut
greener...an iselated case that happened to me in my life...yeu knew thank Ged
I never teek his car, I never teek his petrel, but I visited his effice on quite
a few eccasiens until I had te leave East Loenden...weuld you believe that, she
did net want te entertain a Russian bey, a Russian Jew ...that is semething

te think abeut, it can happen, it happened

EH

Tell me did Jewish males.spend time with gentile girls

JJ

Oh yes of ceurse, we ate with fhem, we slept with them, I' mean yeu have get

te live a natural 1ife

EH

What abeut Celeured girls

JJ

There was ne necessity, I mean if I lived in Cape Tewn I weuld net kndw the
difference between a Celeured girl er a Eurepean girl, I see seme of them

I cant tell the difference teday, se what difference weuld it have made in these
days...I wasnt a bad leeking specimen ef humanity, I played all kinds ef games
I was almest versatile excepting in academics ...I ceuld ride a herse as geed
as anybedy else, T ceuld play seccer, I ceuld swim, T played golf, I played

tennis, I was accepted, enly with the greatest respect in life witheut any

regrets

EH

De yeu remember many Jews marrying eut ef faith
JJ

Yes of yes

EH

Was it frewned upen, was it accepted

JJ

Leek veu see the thing is this, it becemes a cantankereus disease intermarriage

take a fellew like late Merris Grace, yeu heard ef him, Merris Grace came te
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He started eoff like I did, he was a smeus and the family Petgeiters befriended
him, they gave him a bed te sleep in, they helped him in business, they
helped him te get aleng, there were twe er three sisters, there was Ella

and Susie ...levely girls, Ella was a charming lady whem he subsequently
married, and he had ne alternative, it became a matter of cempanienship, he
had less educatien than I think I did, se what de yeu expect, why net, rather
live a nermal life and marry a Christian weman ...what Yiddishe girl weuld like
te ge and live with a smeus in Kutcherdan...ceuld yeu name ene, yeu ceuldnt,
ner ceuld anybedy else

EH

Tell me did yeu ever hear ef a case the parents sat shiva

JJ

Yes I heard semething like that en a few eccasiens, but I think it is carrying

it tee far, because nebedy dees it eut ef spite, I dent knew that any ceuple
that get married eut ef spite te Jewishness er Zienism...I feel a cengregatien
he said with what kind ef a heart can I give the meney for Israel, I want te
give yeu meney, I'll give yeu a let ef meney, which he did, but he said yeur
cengregatien den't want te help me to get Ella magayid, they are making
ebstacles...actually it wasnt the cengregatien, it was the Chief Rabbi ef

Cape Tewn whe put very difficult ebstacles in the way, she was in Kutchedan
and he wanted her in Cape Tewn and details which I dent knew what has happened
EH ‘

De yeu knew whe was then the Chief Rabbi in Cape Tewn

JJ

I dent remember

EH

It wasnt Bender

JJ 7
Ne it was after Bender...zI dent remember, ahyway his big mean waé why sheuld

he help us, he weuld rather give the meney direct te Israel, but he dees net
want it te ge via the Jewish cengregatien ef Vryburg, se he gave us the meney
every time we weuld ge eut we heard the same thing, the Vryburg Hebrew
Cengregatien did net want te help him and he has already had twe children by
then and they were accepted in the church, the NG. Kerk and they lived very hapg
ily, he died a very rich man, and befere his demise he toek up the N.G. faith
te be with his wife'!'s religien. We alse had a case in Vryburg, seme many many
years age where we @ere called te de a burial by a Jew whe lived up ceuntry and
was married te a Celeured lady and the pelice and the magestrate had discevered
that in his Will he had requested te be buried en a Jewish cemetery in
Vryburg, and it was a let ef humdrum, it was in the peried ef December helidays

where everybedy gees away fer December helidays and it was the beginning ef a

heavy rainy seasen and we perfermed the burial en the Jewish cemetery



38

they never practised Judaism, what religien I dent knew, they were fairly well
dressed up, well mannered, with respect, and this is ene ef the cases...but
there were lets ef these type of yidden whe lived in the bundu, in the far

away places, I knew ef many mere...the ene. lived en the read te Kuruman...it is
difficult te tell whe he lived with, whether he cehabited wifh a Celeured, er

a nen Jewess...it is difficult te tell, a man must find natural ways eut, and if
it is net this ene, it is the ether ene...when yeu live in the bundu and yeu are
estracized frem families, frem cengregatiens, frem religien, yeu.ceme ence a
yvear te a shul, yeu dent knew what te de any mere, fer 15 years yeu never ge

te shul, se it used te be eur duty te ge and visit these peeple, we used te

get a let eof meney frem these peeple but as far as their persenal lives were
cencerned, we tried te de all we could but there are limits te what yeu can de
and te interfere in grewn up peeples lives, yeu can iriterfere up te se much
etherwise if yeu ge te far they tell yeu te ge te blazes, seo I imagine there
must have been quite a few cases in Seuth Africa because if I can remember twe

three cases in Vryburg, se yeu can imagine there must have been seme cases in

Kuruman

EH .

De veu think it was mestly in small places

JJ

Definitely, in small places. In the cities yeu peeple knew mere than we knew

I dent think I sheuld talk abeut cities, maybe I'm net qualified, but I de

knew what I've seen, in the cities I recken it is the fault ef the parents
nebedy elses, T feel if a parent dees net keep up genuine yiddishkeit and dees
net give his child preper leve with a yiddish heart...like we de eur children
iy id de rsdy get yhmm ye dytsy, yhrtr id de muvh syytsvyien, there is se

much cempetitien...the fault ef eur Jews is that we centribute eur stugid lives
te meneymaking and we cencentrate tee much en meney, we ferget abeut leve

and yiddishkeit te eur children and therefere subsequently we paid the

penalty when eur children strayed, this is my henest epinien abeut this

issue

EH

What age were yeu when yeu get married

JJ

I get married the first time was in 1937 and we were diverced...ne we get

married in '38

EH

Hew leng did yeou knew her befere yeu get married
- JJ

I knew her fer abeut a year

EH

How did yeu meet her
JJ

et her _.n h- +tre

A v
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i met her at a bus statien, she was a levely girl, a very athletic type of a
girl

EH

Where did she ceome frem

JJ

Seuth African bern, very fine family

EH |

What backgreund, was it East Furepean Jews

JJ

Ne, Rumanian er Hungarian family

EH

Se there was ne preblem abeut the backgreund

JJ

Ne

EH

Were yeu engaged te her

JJ .

Yes I was engaged and subsequently we get married, and we came te Vryburg
EH

Did yeu save up a bit ef meney at that time

JJ

Net much meney because the first year was abselutely ...but the secend year
T started deing better and better and then she decided she did net want te stay
in Vryburg any mere

EH

Where did yeu get married
JJ

In Bleemfentein

EH

Yeu remember the rabbi
JJ -

Yes Rabbi Rem

EH

Did yeu marry by antenuptial centract er cemmunity ef preperty
JJ

Antenuptial centract

EH

Were yeu censulted, hew did yeu cheese it

JJ

I knew nething abeut centracts...it was suggested te me that we have antenuptia!

L

centract because she was werth a let and I was werth nething

EH

Se were you qQuite happy abeut it
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EH

Where did yeu sign the centract, in a lawyer's of fice

JJ

I think se

EH

Se yeu diverced in abeut a year

JJ

Make it twenty meonths

EH

And hew did yeu meet yeur secend wife

JJ

Well this was really a stugid affair...I decided te get married in Vryburg

se I started leeking eut fer Jewish girls, se I quickly ran up abeut feur, the
ene was an elecutien teacher, the ene was ...she came from Natal, the ether
ene was a sergeant in the Air Ferce

EH

A Jewish girl

JJ

Jewish girl, very geed dancer

JJ

And the third ene was a reverend's a daughter, a mehel, whe unfertunately fell
in leve with me because she had in Muizenberg ene drink tee many, I put her
te bed, I lecked her dewn in her bedreem, and subseqeuntly she teld me I saved
her life frem disgrace, and she leves me and T must ceme and she her in
Jehannesburg, and the leve develeped very heavy. I came te Jehannesburg, as
yveu knew I'm é man ef a few werds, I teld her I werked in Vryburg, I was
already almest prespereus, I said I werk in Vryburg, I've get a very geed .
jeb and a very goeed inceme, and that night I saw the family, the whele
éongregation foer tea, and I saw the concensus of epinien was that I was apprevec
we were geing eut te a sheow and dinner at the Criterion Hotel and geing back
we were walking really like a pair ef stupid levers hand in hand, and I said
te her leek would yeu be interested te marry me, she said I leve you se much
but I cannet ge away frem my Jehannesburg, yeu comeAto Jehannesburg...se when
she discevered that I had farms and cattle, I said I'm serry, tee late...then
there was anether girl whe discevered frem my late ex wife that I'm net as bad
a man as ene ceuld be, she arrived in Vryburg, she was a levely, Xaxzy levely
lady, she smeked like a chimney and drank magnificently...I want te play gelf
with yeu, I said sure, I played gelf with her S aturday afterneen, we came
back at the hetel and she drank abeut at least a half a bettle of gin, and
she teld me that she heard all abeut me frem my late ex wife and she weuld like

te marry me, ne nensense...I said I'm net ready yet, she was a fine gelfer.
Then I was in Jehannesburg at a furniture factery and I met a Mr. Jackew se

he effered me a 1ift te tewn, T accepted, and he said T'11 give yeu teg h
’ e
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he said ceme and meet my effice peeple, I dent remember there must have been
abeut 8 er 9 girls er 11 girls and this is my chief beokkeeper, I teok ne netice
of her whatseever, I dent remember what I asked her er what I said te her,

she said weuld yeu please get eut of my effice, I said what de yeu mean, she
said get the hell eut ef it...I was se annoyed I didnt knew what te de, I teld
her bess, I said yeu knew Jack, I leve this girl I'm geing te marry her...he
said yeu can marry her ever my dead bedy, blah, blah, blah...I said Jack
remember what I tell yeu, I went back te Vryburg, I phened her up ence, I'd
like te see yeu, can I write te yeu, she said yes she was going en heliday, she
sent me snaps, and I came inte Jehannesburg, she said ceme and meet my parents
they lived in a tiny little reem in Katz Street, she used te sleep en the
balceny, she was the bread earner ef the family. Her father werked, he was
the manager of a big whelesale wellen merchants, that gentleman used te take
the enermeus salary ef £10 a menth...I tell yeu, yeu talk abeut antisemitism

I could cry abeut it...£10 a menth, he used to wear a suit and get dressed
immaculately, shave himself and bath every merning, have a brandy at night

all this fer £10 a menth (end ef tape) I. said te them tell me weuld you ebject
if T weuld like te marry yeur daughter, they never said anything, the old man
said, have a brandy that was the beginning

EH

Where did she ceme frem

JJ

Her father was bern in Cheapend Street, Lenden, her mether alse cemes frem
England but her mether is net her mether, she was a stepmether, Lilia was

T think twe yvears eld when her mether died

EH

New her father was frem England, was there ne preblem ...yeu were Eastern
Eurepean Jew, he was English

JJ

Ne, ne, there was a geed attachment between us, it werked like a dream, and
he was very charming, really he was a hell ef a nice &ld chap
EH

Hew leng were yeu engaged te her

JJ

Abeut 18 menths er semething like that

EH

And this time did yeu alse sign antenuptial centract

JJ .

Yes '

EH

Did yeu decide en the antenuptial centract

JJ

I dent remember, these things never meant much te me
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because I have parted by new with abeut 95 percent ef my werth, there were
twe children and I previded fer Lilia and when I ge I went be a rich man, net
that I'm rich teday

EH

But yeu are quite centented with this centract that yeu signed

EH

Where‘did yeu live when yeu get married

JJ

Well we lived in Vryburg mest ef eur lives
EH

Ceuld yeu describe the wedding

JJ

I think eur wedding was a riet because she was frem Jehannesburg and I was
frem Vryburg, the wedding was in the City Hall in Jehannesburg...September
1951 we get married

EH

Which shul did yeu get married

JJ _

In Welmarans Street shul and we had my geing away place was in the heuse eof a
Mr. Hymie Dettner in Jehannesburg, and peeple travelled frem all ever the
ceuntry te the wedding, ene fellew travelled abeut 600 miles with an arm in
plaster, Jehannes de Klerk...and I had a bettle stere, my brether and I in
Vryburg, se we previded all the liquer, yeu sheuld have seen hew well eff
peeple frem Jehannesburg teek bettles frem the tables inte their ceat peckets
we had an erchestra, we had a singer, we had a recerd made ef the wedding, the
best man was Dr. Simen Heffman, he is new a big deal in Israel,'énd Rabbi

Kimmelman prepesed the teast ef the chesen kalla, I've get it en recerd, it is

fantastic

EH

Did yeu have a heneymeen
JJ

Yes we had a heneymeen
EH

Where did yeu ge

JJ

We went te D*uban by car, T beught a beautiful car, a big Ferd car, and then
we put the car en the "EDinburgh Castle'" and we travelled te Cape Tewn, we
arrived Yem Kippur merning, the ship was late, bad weather, and we stayed with
seme very nice, very religieus Jewish family called Gerden Jeffe and his wife
in Kenilwerth and I went te a shul I think in Clarement and I sat between

" late Advecate Bebby Blech and Mr. Welf Heller and I enjeyed the service

immenseley and we spent a few weeks in Cape Tewn and we metered back
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te Vryburg

EH

New did yeu have a heuse
JJ

At that time we had a flat and seen after I beught a heuse

EH

Did yeur wife, you mentiened that she werked befeore she get married, did she
werk afterwards

JJ

Ne she did net werk in Vryburg

EH

Hew many éhildren de yeu have

JJ

I have twe children

EH

Ceuld yeu give me their names and years eof birth

JJ

Neelle Sandza, she is eur daughter, she is new 31 and Merris Peter Jeffe

is 28 geing en fer 29, he is in Besten, he is with the Higher Regency Hetel
greup, he is directer ef catering in Besten and the reasen why he is named
Peter is very interesting stery, we had an atterney ence Peter de Keck, he
was a member ef parliament fer the United Party and he helped me threugh kkimk
thin and thick in life he used te swear at me se much but evidently he must
have liked me te seme degree that he helped me, I wanted te buy a farm and we
had ne meney and he teld me yeu better ge and sell chairs er a mattress and ‘
ene day I hammered him, and he says ge and meve yeur bleedy cattle te the farm
well the first farm we boﬁght we lest se many cattle tracking there, T thiﬁk
we lest abeut 20 percent ef eur steck by meving frem ene farm te anether

EH

Were yeur children bern at heme

JJ

NO bern in Vryburg, she was the secoend child bern in the new hespital

and Merris was bern in Jehannesburg

EH

When yeu get married did yeu give yeour wife and allewance er did she just take
meney whenever she needed

JJ

She used te draw whatever meney she wanted...éhe ceuld de what she liked, it
was carte blanc

EH

When yeu were the first few years in Seuth Africa did you ever discuss the

Cape Beard ef Deptties, did yeu knew anything abeut it
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I never heard ef them

EH

What abeut Merris Alexander,‘David Geldblatt

JJ

Yes, yes, Merris Alexander I met in Vryburg...he used te ceme and talk te us
Merris Alexander I knew pers;nally very well...he used te ceme te us very eften
because he used te leve ceming te Vryburg, as I said lets of dignitaries ef
the type eof Merris Alexander used te ceme, they used te ceme and talk te us,
te give us inspiratien, talk te us abeut Zienism, talk te us about the Jewish
Béard of Deputies, the necessaity of the Jewish Beard of Deputies, the woerk
that the Jewish Beard ef Deputies is deing fer Seuth African Jewry and all
this

EH

Were yeu invelved in cemmunal affairs

JJ

Always invelved

EH

What dees the Jewish Cape Beard of Deputies mean te yeou

JJ

Teday vyeu knew I'm getting en in years and a few years age yeu might recall

I wasnt at all well, se I gradually pulled myself away, a withdrawal, yeu get
lazy, until a few years age I still attended as a delegate frem Cape Tewn

the Zienist Bi Annual Cengresses in Jehannesburg er in Cape Toewn wherever it
was and always naturally fer the Revisienist Party

EH

What dees the Jewish Cape Beard ef Deputies mean te yeu, dees it mean anything
JJ

Oh yes of ceurse it is semething that we Jewish peeple we belong te it, we fall
under it, we are under their wings in ether werds, the thing is Ged foeorbid
anything happens, immediately we weuld start thinking I need some help of this
type and enly bedy that ceuld assist weuld the Cape Beard ef Deputies

EH ‘

New de yeu knew if there was any difference in attitude towards cemmunal 1life
within the Jewish community, yeu knew like the Angle German Jews, did they

see communal life different than the greeners

JJ

Well I think yes...I have oebserved fer the years that I've been in Seuth Africa
that the German immigrants er the German community were keeping te themselves
the English Jewry were keeping te themselves and we Russians kept te eurselves
but I de think in all sincerety in case of necessity mest of the Jews try teo

pull fer the cause tegether, I more, ene less, one better ene worse, but the

thing is unless you wish te change yeour religien for one reasen er anether veu

are still a Jew



hs

and it is geed te be a Jew, persenally I have been tempted se many times fer
cenversien, I was new in Idahe Falls in America, I lived with Mermens,
wenderful peeple and Merris spent a year with that family as a Retary Exchange
Student, de yeu knew there wasnt a week er a day when there wasnt a Mermen
ceming te try te de something te Merris te try and cenvert him te Mermenism
she says until she kicked him eut frem her heuse, this was enly teld te me

18 menths age in Idahe Falls... yeu see te this degree, and thank Ged he is a
Jew, he's get such a pesitien that he werks like a slave, yet Yem Kippur he's
get a chance te ge te shul ...it is difficult te make friends when yeu are werki
in hetel life, yeou makm meet a let eof peeple but I think the inclinatien is
there ...I have met frem ministers upwards dewn te myself and I've always been
preud te be a Jew, I dent take any insults as a Jew frem ...an unintelligent
man I will take it but frem an intelligent man...frem ene whe hasnt get

the undersﬁh*ding that religien is everyenes own persenal decisien, persenal
desire, unless yeou are net preud ef yeur religien...I've get a fantastic

stery abeut that, have yeu get time...there is a terrific yeung man in Seuth
Africa whem I admire se much, he is a qualified Civil Engineer, he may be ene
of the yeungest in Seuth Africa, and he decided te beceme interested in the
Indian cult. I went en heliday in Durban and he was busy en ene ef the biggest
prejects in Natal deing the cencrete werk, and he started off talking te me
abeut cenversien, that he weuld like te Hindu religien and I have a leot ef
sympathy fer him and I said te him, yeu knew I dent want te dissuade er
persuade yeu but maybe it is possible'that veu de ge te India, learn whatever
yeu like...whether ene religien is werth se much te ferfeit the ether religien

that yeu are bern in, what weuld be yeur religieus benefits yeu weuld gain frem

cenversien...yeu knew that the first letter he wrete to me was abeut 24 pages
frem India, he is beceming...he is deing very well, he is in Australia at the
mement

EH

He is a Jew

JJ

Yes what a charming man, what a levely bey, he said I was right, he admires,

he leves and he appreciates he respects the Hindu religien but he stays as a Jew
new I respect every bedy elses religien

‘EH

Tell me did yeu beleng te a landsmanschaft

JJ

Yes and ne. The yes is that when I used te ceme te a éity I was leeking up fer
landsleit, I used t§ ceme te Cape Tewn and I weuld pick up a ceuple of Poenevez
chevra, they picked me up, ceme te the hetel, have a few drinks and talk,

EH

But did they have a seciety
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JJ

T believe in Jehannesburg they had a Penevez shul and Iscka Stein, but I never
been there I never had time te attend |

EH

Tell me abeut yeur invelvement in pelitical affairs prier te 1939 in this
ceuntry, were yeu interested in pelitical matters

JJ _

I was pelitically a very geod Seuth African, in ether words my affiliatien

were mere tewards Natienalism than anything else, but I felt that during

Werld War II at the beginningthat it is a very just cause teo ge and fight
natism se I veted Smuts United Party, and I jeined the Kimberley Regiment

en fhat strength

EH

Weuld veu say that the Jewish questien affected yeu fer whem yeu veted fer

JJ '

It did in that respect, yes, under these circumstances at that time, it did

but I teday alltheugh I've get a let ef cemments te criticise the government
even teday I still feel fer Seuth Africa very much, if things would have been
viable demestically I weuld have been in Israel thirty years age, I leve Israel
but in Seuth Africa I am a Seuth African

EH

Tell me en the questien ef antisemitism, did yeu ever experience any anti
Jewish feelings here in this ceuntry

JJ

Yeu knew that is net a very easy answer. I had experienced semetimes
degredatiens that I wasnt up te this, I wasnt up te that, I wasnt up te this
club

EH

Were yeou actually made te feel, felt

JJ

Yes, oh yes it happened a few times. I dent knew if I've teld you that I've
been a Freemasen fer ever 40 f;ars and thats a very fine seciety, yeu de travel
a let when yeu are in Freemasenry, yeu see quite a let more than ene expects in
life and eut ef life but I had experienced, ence we were going te play gelf

in J@hannesbufg ...fer of us, we did net knew that they dent want us en that
gelf ceurse, we did net knew they did net take Jews there, and the secretary
came up and he says eh yeu beys, dent dig up eur fairways, when he said hay yeou
I felt that he meant hey yeu Jew beys, se I wanted te walk eff that gelf ceurse
at that mement but the beys said ah te hell with him, we paid already the meney
lets play ’

EH

What abeut in business in the ceuntry
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JJ

Se seldem did we have any kind ef antisemitism, net in my case, maybe semebedy
else has much mere te talk abeut it ’

EH

New yveu knew that in the 1920s there was a streng mevement te exclude the
Eastern Eurepean Jews, this led te the Queta Act in 1930, new why de yeu think
this was se

JJ

"I think net knewing a let abeut it, it ceuld have ceme frem the hard werking
and the cempetitive because when they came te Seuth Africa we are hungry fer
meney for work fer establishing eurselves, to get semewhere in life having

the knewledge that yeu've geot families behind yeu that depend en yeu, illness,
parents, sickness and all this, se yeu dent leek at the watch, yeu carry en
and en disregarding whereas ether peeple weuld werk from 8 te 3 or 8 te 4 er

8 te 5 and they finish fer the day, I used te carry en werking because I was

a smeus, I was a hawker, a travellef, I did net have any heurs...I dent knew
the real pelitical reasen why I believe this was when Dr. Malan was the Minister
and I think it ceuld have been seme kind ef a feeling, it was just en my
arrival, I wasnt established in any way and I didnt have time te beceme interest
in anything like that

EH

T just want a few questiens here aboﬁt relatiens between the Angle German Jews
and the East Eurepean Jews, was there much secialising, where yeu lived were
there any Angle German Jews because yeu lived mestly in the ceuntry, er were
the majerity mestly Eastern Eurepean

JJ

Mest ef them fer arguments sake in Vryburg, their reets were all Eastern ,
Eurepean Jews, there ceuld have been ene German perhaps ef German descent and
there ceuld have been a ceuple ef English descent, I feund the English Jewry
mere easily appreachable than the German Jews in Seuth Africa, I saw the same
think in Israel, I see the same thing in America

EH

Was it acceptable foer a greener te marry an Angle German Jewess

JJ

TJjis was a case as far as I was cencerned...but I feel that sincerety and henest
fidelity

EH

When yeu came te this ceuntry did they mix did they intermarry the German Jew
and the Eastern Eurepean Jew .

JJ

I tried always te keep away frem German Jews because fhey always tried te preve

superierity and I did net like it, I dent like it teday, it maybe because I'm

stugid, because I'm ignerant that T dent knew better
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EH , a3

New tell me mest Eastern Eurepean Jews learnt English rather than Afrikaans
why de yeu think that was se ek .

JJ

Ne whe says se, I dent believe that, leek I learned...I lived fer 42 years in
the bundu and my Afrikaasn is 40 percent better than my English

EH

Se weuld yeu say that in the ceuntry the Jews learned Afrikaans

JJ

Se yeu knew that Lila started talking te me in Afrikaans in Vryburg already
yeu beceme assimilated, yeu cant help it, yeu live with them yeu woerk with
them day and night 365 days a year

EH

Was there much secialising between Jews and English speaking gentiles

JJ

Net much

EH

And what abeut Afrikaanse speaking gentiles

JJ

Meoere, much mere, mere between Jews and Afrikaners

EH

And dating gentiles

JJ

Oh yes I never felt inferier
EH

New what abeut the Jewish attitude tewards Blacks Celeureds and Indiana when
yeu were yeung .

JJ A
This naturally te me is the sele respensibility in my whele life, having knewn
the "nagiyka" what yeu call in Russian the whip ef my yeung days, having seen
hew my late mether had te kiss that man's hand, and having had a kneck eon the
head when the Russian prince passed by and having been shaved in a camp in
Baranevich by the Germans and having degradatiens, yeu knew we have been
degraded, leeked upen us as net a nice tribe, witheut a shadew ef a deubt

my feelings are fer a better life fer the Blacks, Indians, Celoureds disregarding
all ef them

EH

What abeut when yeu came te this ceuntry was there much secialising with

these groeups, with the nen white greups

JJ

Yes I seocialised a let with Indians and the few Celeureds that were in Vryburg

and T had seme very fine native Black pPeeple as friends inasmuch as oenly ence

in m& i i y g
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that he asked the native cemmissiener te invite me te a very big celebratien
it was the installatien and the Minister fer Native Affairs, he was a Vefy big
fat man, Dr. de Wit I think, he came te attend and I had a full invitatien

T sat en the dias with them and naturally the Black peeple celebrated, there
must have been ferty, fifty theusand

EH

New weuld yeu say that the Jews shared the same attitudes towards these nen
white groeups as te any ether white gentiles

JJ

I think that 100 percent of the Jews that I knew, a hundred percent; if there
are seme I weuld net like te knew them or talk abeut them, they were all
sympathetic, very faveurably...the thing is if yeu want te de semething
physical in supp@rtlfor these peeple than yeu must stand up and speak and be
ceunted ‘

EH

Yes but in these days, befere the war were the Jews treating er secialising
the same way abeut the nen whites as any other white gentiles

JJ

This is semething ef the mest perturbing answer and questien te define, yeou
ceme and you participate in success of the innecence of the ether people whe
have net get the right, and this is equally a guilt which we must accept as

a Jew er a gentile er wheever yeu are that we have been making meney frem all
those peeple whe abselutely werk fer us fer salaries, for incemes which were
abselutely miner, abselutely stupid, and we naturally

EH

Did yeu have a demestic servant

JJ

Yes

EH

Did she eat together with yeu

JJ

We had a demestic servant, Jehanna Meheresa, fer abeut 23 years ene, we had lets
of ethers...we had en many occasiens asked her te eat with us, but she declined
for the reasen that she weuld make her ewn feed and she did net want te bring
her feed at our table, oeur feed was net geed enough fer her, it had te have
their flaveur, that was her way, and I want te tell you semething, she enly left
us abeout 2 years age, she is net well, she is an elderly perseon, we helped her
build a heuse in her stadt, Lila is sending her a pensien, she is paying her
R20 a menth, we get her a gevernment pensien, she gets abeut feur er five‘%%
parcels a year frem lLila, all geedies, clothing, cleth, bedding, what Maurice
is sending te her enly Ged knews, he writes te her mere than he writes te his

mother...when she came here the last time when Lila was sick, she slept here,
and she bathed here and she ate here and se en

EH

.- L ¢-21 e L. (. Yy u reat ye
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EH
In yeur early years, did yeu treat demestic servants differently to gentiles
JJ
I persenally weuld say they were all the same or better
EH ‘
In what way weuld yeu say that
JJ |
I think due te the fact that we have had very hard lives knewing what it is...
there is ene thing I want te tell you en eur farms we beth, Harry and I,
we used te give eur labeur better than the nermal paid salaries and twice as
much in the way ef ratiens until ene day I was asked by the farmers Unien, a s
senier member, why de yeu de that, I said its my meney, its my business, its
my farms I de what I like becauée it came winter we weuld give besets, we weuld
give blankets, we weuld give heavy military ceats, we weuld give caps instead
ef half a bag of mealiemeal, we woeuld give a full bag ef mealiemeal, we
provided meat, we always gave vegetables, sugar, tea, ceffee, admittedly the
remuneratien ceuld have been much higher, sheuld have been much higher but
that is the pattern ef life that vyeu lead, that yeu werked with
EH
" Thank you



NAME OF INTERVIEWER : MRS. EVE HORWITZ (EH) .

NAME OF INTERVIEWEE : MR. JOE JOFFE (JJ)
DATE OF INTERVIEW : MAY 1983

EH

Hew many brethers and sisters did yeu have

JJ

Well we were seven children altegether, an elder sister, her name was Sarah
elder brether

EH

Kashriel

What was their difference in ages
JJ
Abeut twe er three years...then I fellewed, then a sister Chaya, she was left

‘in Russia, she was net well and nobedy eof eur family knew her fate, we dent

knew what happened te her, then Harry whe has beceme a very successful business

man in Seuth Africa, and then is a sister Shlemit whe lives in Israel, married

te an American, a very nice family, quite a few grandchildren and my yeungest

brether Shleme whe get killed abeut six er seven years age in a car accident in
Sfat and he left a wife and feur sens, three sens are married and ene is a
bacheler,

EH

they all live in Ramat Yechanan

Weuld yeu knew hew eld was yeur father when yeu were bern

JJ

I think he
was abeut 42, he wasnt well, I imagine he suffered with stemach treuble, what

I dent knew,
I dent knew what yeu want te knew but maybe the things that I remember vividly

When I was bern, I have ne idea...I can tell yeu when he passed away,

actually the illnesses were I dent knew what te start telling you,
was my cheder days

EH -

Yes I'11 ceme te it...I just want te knew what was yeur father's eccupatien

JJ

He was a
EH

preduce dealer and subsequently a grain merchant

Did he empley any pecople

JJ .

Ne he did net empley peeple...he had as far as I remember a very geed and henest
reputatien, he was at ene time the gubbay of the chassidishe shul in Plungyan
and this is a peried I think the perioed we sheuld start talking te give yeou
infermatien.

New as I tell yeu I remember my cheder days, I remember running

away frem cheder, we had built a new house in Plungyan and the rabbi told me

net te run away and I knew there weuld be visiters in the heuse, and I knew
there weuld be seme sweets and peleny er semething that visiters used te bring

ride in tewn,

2 -

se I ran heme, I think I was just ever three, and I fell en the corner ef the

steep ef eur new.house and I cracked my nese in half and it eccurred te me that
what the rabbi said I get punished fer running away frem cheder, then I weuldnt
let them de any medical attentien until they gave me seme ceins er sweets, and

that was dene by a felsher, de yeu know what a felsher is, and this is why

as yeu see J've get a crack en my nese

EH

Tell me abeut yeur father's eccupatiens, was he ever eut ef werk

JJ '

Ne he was net eut ef werk, I think that my late mether sert of inherited, what

they used te call an "achsania" a little pensien in Plungyan, I think there
must have been reem fer travellers te sleep ever a night te leave parcels, teo
take messages and I alse remember we had a cew,
milk and butter and cheese

EH

Whe leeked after the cew

JJ

which used te give us a let ef

I dent remember, everybedy, they used te help...in the yard my late father had
a big stere where a let ef small livesteck used te be kept, like a let of geese
and peultry and turkeys, a let, I weuld say these must have beén in the way
ef hundreds, T

EH

remember turkeys

Was it just fer the family use
JJ

Ne it was all for sale, buying and selling te ether merchants, he had a herse and
a cart and he had a partner by the name of Yosef Levinsen, there is a stery teld
that Yesef Levisen has decided to get married fer my late father teld him te get
married and they went te a little place te see a wife, they arrived in a place
and they went in and they saw a lady and they had tea and they came eut in the
yard and te attend te the herse

and te relieve themselves, the idea was te relieve

themselves en the herses heeves in these days, the urine was believed te strengthe

the heeves eof the herses and he asked the late father,

he says de yeu like her, he
then I like

her and he married that weman...he came back te Plungyan and he carried en the

says yeu've get te marry her, net me...he said, leek if yeu like her,

business eof peultry and grains, and this must have been areund 1912, I remember
the yidden had gene crazy sheuting abeut the release ef Bayliss...they ran abeut
I think it was 1912, and I
remember that my late brether Kasriel and late Jee Davner were given specially
they

weuld trip en it and fall en their neses in the snew because the ceat had te last

in the streets like wild, screaming and sheuting,

made winter ceats and they were se leng that they would walk en the ceat,

fer a number er years, fer when they grew up and subsequently, eccasienally I

was allewed te put en Kasriel's ceat but I ceuldnt walk, I would just fall...

and I remember ene winter we stele a sleigh with a herse and there was a little

in th i
e centre of the village and we went fer a drive
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I dent remember whe the premeter ef the trip was but I remember we get
2 hell ef a geed hiding, net frem the owner of the herse and sleigh but
I get a hell of a goed hiding frem my father and mether, I got a lot ef
hidings in my life
EH
D; yoeu remember what age was yeur mether when yeou were bern
JJ
Ne
EH
Was she much yeunger than your father
JJ
Net very much yeunger
EH
Did yeur mether help yeur father in the business
JJ
Oh yes, oh yes...I remember my late mether was the kind ef PRO...I alse
remember very vistidly and she used te talk keetz befere meeting the peretz
yeu knew what a peretz is, his name was Kashilnes, and I think I'm right
in thinking, my memery is always geed, she used te kiss his hand when she
used te meet the peretz...he was very geed te us as far as I knew, he used
te help with preduce and peultry in selling er seme livesteck with which
my late mether dealt with, the ether thing I de remember is that when werld
war I was preclaimed er breken eut and befere they were chased eut frem
Pumpian te Russia, I believe that Kashilnes or anether farming friend had
taken 2 cow away fer safe keeping and this cew her name was Brilla, and
this was our mainstay after the Russian Revelutien when we came back frem
Vitbesk, Peneves and she get the cew back, and enly God knews what we would
have dene witheut having had the coew after eur return frem Vitbesk to
Penevez and noet Pumpian...in 1914 we left by cart and herse te Ponevel,
Ponevel was the birth place ef my late father, we arrived in Penevel and
we stayed with relatiens ef eur family by the name eof Sacks.
the twe bretherx®PREY and Jee,

is married and has twe children, a girl and a bey...the girl is married te

I remember

Oscar is still alive in Jehannesburg, and

an E1 Al pilet whe cemes frem Klerksderp, the bey I dent remember but I'm
tolq he is well eoff and se is thg father, and Oscar whe is suppesed te be
a secend ceusin ef mine is in New Yerk, whether he is still in New Yerk
and alive, I dent knew...we stayed a.couple of days in Penevel and we
preceeded by herse and cart te Raveshik, in Raveshik we came and we stayed
with eur late aunty Rechel whe was 2 sister te our late father, their name
was Orelevich...this was the place where we saw fer the first time in eur

lives a train, after staying in Raveshik fer a shert peried we left fer

Dvinsk by train and in Dvinsk we were met by an uncle Shimen whe was an

elder brother ef my late father, he was in whelesale cleth business, he
was a very nice leeking man, he had one sen, I think his name was alse
Kasriel, his leg was slightlyimpeded and this bey became an engineer.

Their fate I dent knew...we stayed in Dvinsk in a type of a flat accemmedati:
and I remember having seen quite a let eof military persennel up and dewn
Russian army peeple. Frem Dvinsk we left fer Ritvesk

EH

Why did yeu meve frem place te place

JJ '

We had te meve frem place te place, I imagine it was seme arrangement they
made between the brethers because in Vitbesk there were twe mere brethers
Zalman, the ether ene!'s name I ferget fer the mement, and Zalman had left
Vitbesk fer Mescew, and he had a amall business ef cleth and pieces of
dress material which was by arrangement given te eur late father te
manage, and we started eff that business. This was appreximately in 1915
1915 and it wus in the centre ef the whelesale businesses in Vitbesk. New
being new in the business we all had te help werk, se I remember that I
started selling suit lengths and given a street te ge from deer te deer

and sell the suitlength and ceme back, leave the money, and take anether
ene and this went en fer a leng time until we made seme gains and we became
pPrespereus in a way that my late father and mether became the ewners ef

the business. There was anether uncle whese name I ferget, was Shmuel,
Uncle Shmuel had a big whelesale cleth business, we were net in any
cempetitien te them because eurs was a small business but my late brether
and I we used te watch where peeople weuld ceme eut frem anether whelesale
business and ge up te them and say uncle er auntie weont yeu ceme and have

a leek at eur business, what we have cheaper, and we managed te build up

a little business till such time that I believe we had made a substantial
appunt ef meney...we lived in a heuse ....I remember having cut my feet

in half en a glass when I walked in rain and I vividly remember the birth
eof eur baby brether Shleme, it was Resh Hashana merning, he was bern in

the merning and I was at heme and I saw the whele birth stery and I
remember that I was sent te the shul the first day Resh Hashana te tell
father that the baby was bern and subsequently came heme and my late father
came with the Balkreah ef the shul with the shefar and he came inte the
reem and said "Geet yemtev" and he says "Ken eech blezen them shefar"(can

I blew the shefar) se my late mether said "blez" se hé blew the shefar

this was the arrival ef the late Shleme, the ene whe get killed in Israel
He got killed en his birthday, his 60th birthday

EH

Was it a custem if semebedy was bern en Resh Hashana te blew the shefer

JJ ‘

It was a mitzvah (good deed) I dent knew if it is a custem, but it is a

mitzvah always when yeu blew shefar and



se this was an incident which ene can ever hardly ferget. I was then
geing en fer abeut 8 years appreximately, and evidently during these years
eur parents in cenjunctien with eur uncle decided that we sheuld invest in
a preperty, and we went te leek at a preperty in ene ef the main streets in
Vitebesk and a price was arranged fer this preperty and I shlepped aleng,
we teek aleng bread and salt te put inte this building and when en cleser
examinatien ef the building it was discevered that it was right next deer
te a Cathelic church, se the deal was off and ne preperty was get, evidently
there was seme prejudice against it se what had happened te the accumulatien
of meney I sheuld imagine that we increased eur business, and we had te get
seme secretarial help er beekkeeping help, this is a very very invelved
stery this secretarial help...I dent knew whether yeu want me te carry en
with it. New she was a Zeitlin girl, she had a brether, this is already
I'm jumping en acceunt ef these twe peeple te the Revelutien, te the Russian
Revelutien. He jeined what party I dent knew but he was the anarchy and the
girl was in the Cemmunist Party, and she still werked fer us, but she had
a very high pesitien in the cemmunist party...the sheeting interludes that
used te ge en in Vitebesk every night between the varieus pelitical greups
such as the Menshevisks and the Belsheviks and the Tretsyists and the
Lenins and the White Russians, all ef them, every night there used te be
speradic sheeting...in the merning when yeu walk eut in the streets all
yeu weuld see is maimed peeple. In the main street I passed by ence and
I saw just a head, a human being head bleeding eut, and then subsequently
I think the Cemmunists get the pewer hand and all the Anarchists used te
be cellected up by the Cemmunists and breught befere a Cemmunist Ceurt in
the park in Vitbesk, a beautiful park, it was in the epen and they had
their trials and mest ef them were given a sentence ef death, put en lerries
with machine guns, taken eut ef the tewn, shet and bufried ....but when we
had decided te leave Vitbesk, we left the shep and gave the keys te this
girl, I dent remember her name, that beyfriend ef hers was instrumental in
helping us leave Vitbesk fer Lithuania, fer Penevez , se eur whele family
whatever we ceuld take aleng ....we came te the statien in Vitbesk in the
middle ef the night, we were all tegether inclusive ef late grandfather
his name was Yehuda Asef Ketzen, whe lived till 105, and we were given, en
the statien, we were given chelera injectiens under the sheulder blade, I
think the size of the injectien was ne less, I think it must have been a
feur inchg injectien under the blade, chelera, we were then pushed in an
erdinary geeds truck, er cattle truck, and I thhnk with L2 peeple...there
were seme weeden racks, shelves in the truck and seme time during the
darkness the train pulled eut, I dent knew where, but we did arrive in a

place called Baranevich which was under German eccupatien. We were all

taken te a camp with barbed wire and the fellewing day, then we had te ge
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threugh a precess of deleusing and we had te stand up en benches and we
were sprayed with seme stuff, and then we were given eur clethes and we

were given bread, German brewn bread with a little marmalade and black
ceffee. New hew leng we stayed there I dent remember but it ceuld have

been three weeks, and then we were put in a truck again and we were sent

te the Lithuanian berder, every where you leeked was under German eccupatien
lets ef sheoting, lets ef killing, and yeu ceuldnt ask questiens...when

we arrived in Penevez in the middle eof the night, we had a let ef sheeting
and a hell eof z neise eof fewls screaming their heads eff...what transpired
te be is that there must have been on the statien a trucklead ef fewls geing
somevhere and theives breke ir and stele the fewls and teek them eut ene by
ene. The arrival in Penevez was that we had nething

EH

Why didnt yeu ge back te Pempian where yeu came frem

JJ

I dent knew why, I believe T was teld that Pempian was razed te the greund
by the Cessacks, there was nething left ef it, Penevez had a bit ef a Jewish
centre, had abeut feur Synagegues, three synagegues I remember; maybe feur
and this was still under German rule...a military erchestra used te play e;ery
Sunday afterneen en a square and we lived in a very small kind ef heuse, we
had a part ef a heuse, eur landlerd was Brewer and he had a sen, Geditke,
whe was a type eof a....teday yeu weuld call him a Playbey, and we managed te
get Brilla, eur cew, back te Penevez which was a distance of 24 viersts,
appreximately 24 miles I weuld say teday, and I dent remember the Passing
space of time, what late father did,-he must have dabbled a little bit in
Preduce and livesteck te try and earn a reuble, whether we breught meney
back frem Russia, as yeu knew you did net knew what currency yeu had, yeu
came back multimillionares, Yeu had any type eof Paper meney but yeu ceuldnt
buy a thing with it, se we meved frem that place te mere central situated
part ef a heuse in tewn where we had divided a bedreem inte feur er five

by means ef vartitiening, my Zayda had ene, late Sarah had ene with Chaya,
and I think we as beys slept in the ether ene and late Dad and late mether
slept in a pertien ef the dining reem...there was a kitchen with a big steve
the eld type of steves which used te warm up the wall ef the dining reem, and
%atc Zayde used te get every Friday merning by pest ten dellars frem his sen
1n. Reading, Pensylvania, his name was Shleme Shear Ketzen, that was his
eriginal name, Ketzen. Naturally we used te try and talk him eut ef the ten
dellars, we knew where te change it, he was beautiful, he was se wenderful,
he was se clean, I think he was married three times, his whele family were in
America but it was a peculiar way, his departure, his demise, he used te ge
every Friday te the sauna, te the baths, and there we used te ge aleng with

him semetimes, and yeu knew the eld type of a bed (bath ) was a big reem with

a fl i
®er and lets ef big stenes underneath. The stenes used te be fired and



. ;
" then you'used te thew en them water and it weuld threw up steam, yeu were
given a weeden bucket and a kind ef a breem, a green leaved btreem, and yeu
:used te ge in there an& yeu used te kﬁock the hell eut ef yeur back, and then
take that bucket with water and threw it ever yeur head and ceme eut and

get dressed and ge heme. Se after abeut three er feur weeks when he did

net receive letters frem his elder sen in America, he Qent te the bath

eon his.own, Friday merning, and he must have been very tensed up and

excited abeut net having received the letters and he came heme and evidently
he ferget te put en his treusers which he weuld put in the velekes, that is
semething which yeu used te put in yeur shee, made eut ef weel, very thick,
but he ferget te put his pants en, and he came heme in that celd temperature
I imagine he must have develeped pneumenia. He used te have his glass eof
vedka every Friday night when he used te ceme heme frem shul, drink a glads
of neat vedka and say "Lechaim", we did net drink it, my late father did

net drink, and he teek ill en Saturday, we had the decter and the decter
said he had pneumenia, he was given seme medicine, he was se beautiful, se
spetlessly clean, his little reem, the little divided reem must have been
six by feur ne mere and he was lying in bed and there wasnt much reem, and
the fellewing Friday abeut ene ecleck, I went in te see him, and he said

te me "Yeshka" There were a few yiddin saying "Tilim" (Psalms) and we all
came and we were standing there and he was leeking at us and he was leeking
at us, and I think it must have been abeut seven er eight ecleck in the
merning, he leeked reund ence in the reem and he clesed his eyes...and he
was buried that same Friday, I remember that we laid him eut in the middle
of a leunge in the dining reem where the Chevra Kadisha attended te him, and
we knew that his age was in the vicinity ef 105 er 106 because his eldest sen

died when he was 87 in Reading, Pensylvania. New this was the end ef

late Zayda

EH

Did yeu ge te the funeral -
JJ

Yes, eh yes, it was celd

EH

Can yeu tell me hew the funeral

JJ

I dent remember

EH

Did yeu wear any meurning
JJ
I dent remember, I'll think abeut it, if I*1l recellect semething I'11

write it dewn and I'll tell yeu later en, but he was a wenderful, wenderful

character.

and watches.,

" EH

Whe used te de the ceeking

JJ

I think late mether did a let ef ceeking, and maybe his third wife was still
alive, I dent remember seeing her

EH

Were they kesher yeur family

JJ

Oh yés, very kesher

EH

Kept Shabbat

JJ

Ch yes, eh yes, very kesher, freem. Our late father was the gubay ef the
Chassidishe shul in Pumpian! I remember ene Simchat Terah they carréed him
heme, he must have had a bit owaine tee much, eh yes we were a religieus
family, we used te ge te shul regularly and eat kesher, they did net

knew what treif was except ene day in Vifebsk I went in dafke Pesach, I

had a ceuple of kepecks en me and I beught a pastry which wasnt kesher, and
I ate the damn thing and T get the hell knecked eut ef me when I came heme
they knewked the tripe eut ef me and I was lecked up, I remember that

EH

Did yeu ge te shul

JJ

Oh yes we used te ge te shul and daven very religieusly, even in Penevez, we
used te ge te the shul and I remember that late father used te spread his
tallis ever us and we had te stand up practically all the time yemtev...eh he
was fine, late father was a fine man

EH

De yeu remember any anti Jewish eutbursts

JJ

The anti Jeﬁish eutbursts that I can remember vividly was ence in Vitebsk
when the Prince Nichelai came te visit Vitebsk there was a let ef eutbursts
in the street, there was semething said against yiddin, I didnt knew, I didn
realise that I had te take my hat eff when the precessien was geing, I get
my hat knocged of f and T get a geed stump by semebedy by semebedy I dent
knew whe, I was trying te leek, vividly I saw the precessien pass but I kept
I cannet say that I saw the prince., New there were eutbursts, anti Jewish
in Penevez, we came back and there were the take-ever bids, alse by the
Lithuanians, by Whites, by Germans, by Peles and every night there was a
different gevernment...there were Lithuanian seldiers with rifles and

bayenets stermed eur heuse, they steed areund my late father and they said

uncemplimentary things abeut the yiddin, all they wanted was meney, geld

-the main attr .
Actien fer th
em wWere Watch
-
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and they used te call it "Jeda Rugus" in Lithuanian, I think the enly man
that pessessed a watch at that time in the family was late father. It was
a2 nice gelden watch yeu knew with a geld cever and they teek that away,
they teek away everything they wanted that they theught was ef seme value
or attractien and they left. Subsequently we were witheut a gevernment in
Penevez and twe Germans arrived, ene machinegun between the twe of them
and they teek ever the tewn and they stayed frem the merning till the
evening, they had a geed feast, and they teek the machinegun and went back
the same way they came. New the Lithuanians were busy establishing the
take ever of pewer and ene day befere...Ramagela Street, twe hersemen en
herseback and twe individual peeple fellewing them with repes behind the
herses, they were twe yiddishe peeple, aged peeple, which these seldiers
picked up in the ferest eut ef tewn and they came in en that market square
in Penevez and they shet them beth dead in frent ef all the sheps areund the
square, the stenes were cebbled, beautifully cebbled, and a Mr. Devid Shulamn
very attractive leeking man came running eut frem the shep, they had a
liquer business and te the best ef my recellectien he shet beth ef these
hersemen and he ran back te the shep and I think the same day he made for
the Danzig berder and he went te Israel where the family were established
very, very fine peeple, there were several brethers, very geed leeking men
and I was teld that Devid Shulman passed away a matter of a few years age in
Israel. There were anti Jewish riets by the Pelish students whe were trying
te melest eur girls which we as yeungsters, yeu ceuld even say teugh yeunster.
we did net like it, we did net permit it, we used te have scuffles with weed
pieces eof timber, pieces of iren, we used te fight the Peles, I think
en a Saturday afterneen er a Sunday, yeu weuld call it seme spertsgreund
and in winter we used te ge skiing en the River Neva, which is a beautiful
river, we had preblems, the Pelish beys weuld try te melest eur girls, but
we had always pretected eur girls. There was ence a Saturday night, ene eof
eur girls skating and a Pelish bey fancied her very much and she did net
want te knew his treubles and he was a chimpien skater, he used te skate
net en erdinary skates but it was like & knife, like a blade, and he skated
past her and he cut threugh her thigh, right threugh her dresses and under-
wear, she was bleeding se prefusely that we laid her eut and we made seme
teuniquets and we get her quickly fer medical attentien, that bey whe did it
was very well leeked after by us Soys aftervards ...the Pelish crewd were
net sympathetic tewards us in these days...I dent knew in which line yeou
want me te speak abeut because se many things ceme te mind
EH
Abeut antisemitism .
JJ

We get te scheel where there was a Russian gymnasium, Pelish gymnasium,

Lithuanian gymnasium er high scheel and the Hebrew High Scheel, the yiddishe

i
|
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scheel...admittance te the scheel was by way ef IQ, fer instance, I was
called in and I was asked a few questiens ef the Chumash...and they teld me
I ge in te Standard 3, I remember twe very distinguished financially brethers
in Seuth Africa, they came in ene eof them had a hell ef a bad running nese
and they asked him the mest simple questien in the werld, and they didnt
knew, se they put him in secend class, I was put in third class

EH

Hew old were yeu

JJ

I dent remember but lets try and werk it eut, we came back after the
Revelutien in Octeber 1917, this was 1918

EH

Yeu were abeut eleven

JJ

I was twelve because I had my bannitzvah in the Penevez yidhiva, in the
Junier yishiva

EH

First tell me abeut yeur scheel and then tell me abeut yeur barmitzvah

JJ

The scheel was Hebrew High Scheoel znd we had teachers came frem Austria and
Germany and Lithuanian language was a cempulsery language, we had a Lithuania)
Christian lady teaching us Lithuanian, and we had a teacher fer maths was
Rabinewitz, and ke had a teacher frem Austrial a teacher fer geegraphy and
histery, his name was Dr. Resenfeld

EH

Were all the ether subjects taught in Hebrew er in Lithuanian

JJ -

Mest of it was taught in Hebrew...these were difficult perieds as far as T
was cencerned, I feund a let ef interest in skiing, swimming and we had
just abeut fermed the Maccabi, athletics, and I think already at that tiine
I started dabbling in seccer fer Maccabi, and as beys we used te start
smeking a bit en the quiet, we did net have any cigarettes, we used te pick
up stempies and =meke them, I remember we used te try and make cigarasttes
eut of matches and try and burn that, and we used te play gsmes like the
American baseball, we used te call it laktu, almest very, very similar

snd being left handed I did very well at that, and naturally I neglected
my beeks and I came heme, my first certificate er reperi, and it was se
black, it ceuldnt be werse, I think I remember I had five twes, they
knecked the tripe sut ef me, I was given hell

EH

Whe used te give the punishment

JJ

Mether
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everybedy used te kneck me, se I went buck with late mether te scheel, and

the man teacher =aid veu can de it if yeu want te learn, he says I'll give

yeu a chence te de this paper and in a week's time I*11l see if I can push
yveu threugh te the next class, and I answered every qqostion but having had

L questiens left I battled with the Lithuanian language because we speke {
mestly yiddish, Russian ...quite geed German and a little bit ef Hobrow,
Hebrew wasnt bad and I romuined fer a secend year in Standard 3, then

the Lithuanian gevernment was already established with & Jewish minister

for Jewish Affairs, he was in ether werds a representative te the what yeu ;
weuld call the Parliazment in Jewish Affairs, I think his name was Dr.
Rebinsen, If I remember cerrectly, I'm epen te cerrectien there, and when
naturally the Lithuanians started bickering en the Jewish pepulatien, they
became advenced, mere se, we having then already a wen&orful Maccabi
.rganisatipn. This must have been already tewards 1920, '21, I think that
late Jabetinsky csme te Penevez in 1921 and he addressed Maccabi, which was
a beautiful crewed ef terrific leeking Jewish children and he speke te us

in Russian and when he came in, he turned reund and said, wesabbaki, yeu
ceuldn have heard a pin drep, and he gave a few secends silence and then

he said, de yeu knew why I called yeu degs, nebedy said a werd, he said
becauss ysu are the vanguard, yeu are the pretectien ef the breken Jewry
afte:r the war, skirmishes, revelutiens, and he speke te us, and since that
dayvy I've been s Revisieniszt 211 my life

EH

He made such an impressien en yeu

JJ

Yes, T =till am, and I'm a menthly centributer te ihe levisienist Party

EY

Tell me abwesut the Maccabi, hew was it established

JJ

That was semetbhing unreal, the Maccsbi Pertevez was the sscend biggest in
Lithuaniz, J've get phetes, I!'11 shew them te yeu and we had instructeds whe
came frem Austria te teach us sathletica, gymnastics, and we hed avents, and
we built a seccer field and we had it clesed in beautifully and we used te
play seccer, wo tsed te play the Lithuanians, the Peles, and all was feught
eut en hard pelitical religieus greunds, de yeu understsnd what I mesn, it
was hard becauss veu Xnew we were net liked and there was jealeusy and I
want te tell yeu that when we used te play Keres, Kerws was the Lithuanian
Seccer Team in Penevez, it was like the cup final in Englsand, the csmmandant
snd the fire kixgx brigade erchestrs;, weuld ceme en the field, walk threugh
tewn and hlew their hexds aff, and the cemmancant weuld ceme an the fiald

a11d shake hands with everybedy, with all players and the whele stadium was

full up...I get geese pimples when T tslk abeut tlhie

ssccer bacause there
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wzs a time when I played tha sccend team, I've get phetes, I was even snce
a2 resarve player fer Maccabi Kevne, they used te play in Shavel, Wilkamia
were all established Maccabi secieties...Maccabi Penevez was nicer than
Kevne

EH

Did yeu &lse have speakers ceming te talk

JJ

Ol yes we hed fun, we were naughty heys and girls and ene¢ Simchat Terah
the yashivet bechurim had their refreshment and .the cakes and they went eut
of tewn znd they had a party., they ate everything up and they drank tlhie let
rnd avbsequently we were 211 caught red-handed. the yeshivet bechurim thsy
knecked the hell eut »f us and they iaid charges with the pslice sagainst us
the rev wns net geed eneugh, nebedy coeuld intervens until this Dr. Rebinsern
I think he war the editer ef the Yiddishe Steima in Kevns, the newspaper
thhe dnily yiddishe paper came dewn te hear an arbitratien ceurt , ssme ef
us had shecking weuids, ther hammerwud us, and he mansged te arbitrate

that ther wrmuid let us e¢ff se they did net taks it any further

EY:

Did veur father help yeur asiéether with sny Jjabs in the heuse

JJ

Ne, nover,; DsCauve e had te werk fsr a living and there wele se many ef us
children that s gave # helping hsnd

EH

Dicd ysu have rTegular cheresa that yeu had te de
JJ

Thia in difficult te say. sevmeriimea ve were teld te de scrathiiag and we nused
te ¢& it cuite willingly because there wAn ne ere aise te Ge it, but m=inly
thsee cheres fsll en eur lats aisters that are ns meres, the late Ssrsh and
tte Jjate Chaya, tﬁey vers very uvasaful, we were a biz famiiy

EX

Tell me did vsu haive s s&y grace befere snd safter meal:x

GJ

Oh vea we uzad te s32v befere menrla #nd Friday night we uxmd te bench

ES

Tell me p bit sbeur Friday night suppevr, whet did yeu. est

JJ

Fridey night supper, 2efere we carry en with th=t T muat tell yeu ny
ba:mitzval prrty. I get 51rmit2v~hvd i thae Penevez yishava,..the rabbi
Kahaneva was the chief sand I was called up en the bimah, I dent remember
what day ef the week it was

EH

It wasnt Shabbat
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JJ

and T came heme and I was given a slice ef bread and -a big plate eof
vegetable seup and this was the party ef my barmitzvah, this is somofhing
I will never forg&t in my whele life, this is all I get because things were
difficult and net everything was available at that time in eur lives being
under the Lithuanian rule, things were difficult

El

Was it acceptable te have parties after a barmitzvah

JJ

Ne there was ne party

EH

Yeurs maybe because they were difficult times

JJ

It was (a) because it was difficult times and (b) because we were a big
family and there was ne time fer celebratiens er te make a party

EH

Hew many times a week did yeu eat meat

JJ

Meat.,..we used te eat quite a bit ef peultry, kesher meat was very expensive

and T weuld say we weuld have meat fer Friday night, maybe twe three times
a week perhaps, twe times fer sure, but Friday night was the meal of the
week and we used te say grace, we used te bench after the meal, and my
late father used te smeke, but he never smeked en Shabbat, he was the
gabay at the Chassidishe shul which clesed dewn just befere the 1914 war,
but all in all I think we Were a respectable family because he weuld net
allew anyene te disappear ence yeu were in shul and play in the yard, he
weuldnt allew it

EH

Were you allewed te play en Shabbat

JJ -

Yeu mustnt ferget that we were teugh children being breught up in werld war I

the Revelutien, ceming back te Lithuania and after yeu have seen se many

atrecities in life, se many killings, se many maimings yeu beca me very very

hardened, yeu beceme hard, and it is difficult te say that we did net play
en Shabbat, we weuld ge eut Shabbat afterneen, what can yeu de Shabbat

afterneen yeungsters with girls, I weuldnt say we did net play en a Shabbat

EH
Tell me did yeur father have larger helpings than the rest ef the family
JJ
Ne he did net, he was net a big eater, he was very tall, I think he was

abeut six feet tall and he had a levely little Smuts beard and had beautiful

eyes, he was net a man ef a let ef talking, he Was a very sincere type eof a

man, I think he was terribly henest

I dent think se, it ceuld have been but I dont ;hink se...T said my hafterah
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@f he weuld say te a farmer, this is it, it was it...er he will pay him en
this and this day fer the grain, it was paid, there was ne argument, if he
did net have the meney he weuld berrew the meney and pay

EH ' °

Were yeu allewed te talk at the table when yeu were eating

JJ

Well there wasnt much time te talk, the feed wasnt tee much se yeou had te
eat )

EH

What if yeu left feed en .the table

JJ

Nebedy ever left feed, ferget abeut it

EH

Was yeur mether an easy persen te talk te

JJ

Oh yes she was all right

EH

And yeur father

JJ

Alse

EH

If yeu had any treubles, te whem weuld yeu ge

JJ ]

My treubles were mainly girls, girls, and again girls, sneeker, playing all
kind ef games, skiing, skating, I was net a pepular child in the family
because I was naughty, I was se naughty yeu have ne idea, I used te get se
many hidings, I used te get lecked up se eften

EH

Hew did yeu feel abeut it

JJ

Geed because T knew I was deing wreng, I knew whatever I did was wreng, I was

net punished fer nething

EH

Hew did yeur parents expect yeu te behave tewards them

JJ )

With ebediance, lets of ebedience, with respect, with great respect

EH

Did yeur parents bring yeu up te censider certain things‘important in life
JJ

Yes mainly I used te be lectured day and night ...they used te say Yeska

we are gibving yeu the eppertunity te study, te learn, and if yeu dent

learn yeu will grew up an idiet witheut any educatien, I knew that was my
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they tried but as I said I wasnt interested, as I tell yeu I had ether mere
impertant items than learning ’
EH
Weuld yeu say that the ideas ef hew te behave in life yeu received frem beth
of yeur parents er did ene play a mere impertant part .
JJ

I think mether played a cleser part because she was mere, I had mere te de wit

her, late father had his jeb te previde a living...as I teld yeu when I came

back with my bad repert I went te mether and I get the hell knecked eut ef me,

and then I went te my father and he was mest perturbed, he says I dent
understand yeu, I dent understand yeu, yeu've get a geed brain ;nd yeu're
net using it, se I said I'm serry I'll try next time, but the noxf time came
and I remained fer the secend year in Standard 3, and that was the Alpha and
the Mega ef my educatien

EH

What age were yeu when yeu left scheel

JJ

I think I must have been reund abeut 16

BH

In the Russian scheel did yeu experience any antisemitiam

JJ

We were in the Hebrew Scheel, this was all the educatien I had, the Hebrew
Scheel in Class 3, when I failed I remained in Class 3 and therefere I went
eut te werk

EH

New tell me what type of werk did yeu de

JJ

Well the first werk I did was appreximately in 1920, I started helping my
late brether Kasriel and late father in the preduce, the werk I used te de
was mainly previding grain and selling meal er feed fer chickens, I was bern
in it, I was breught up in preduce se yeou -learn it autematically, it becemes
yeur secend sense yeu start knewing the weight and the value ef wheat and
cern, bran, yeu learn te knew by yeur fingers, by yeur eyes, yeu dent need
any machines when yeu are bern in the trade, yeu pick up a handful ef wheat
yeu can .say hew much the wheat weighs

EH

Did thcy pay yeu

JJ

Ne, I used te get a little bit ef pecket meney

EH

What did yeu spend it en

JJ-

Pecket meney, I used te spend it girls, sneeker and smeking a little bit en

the quiet, nermal bey's entertainment ef that age

v

16

EH

Hew leng did yeu werk fer yeur brether

JJ

Net fer my brether, T werked fer my late father, yeu see when late Kasriel
left fer Seuth Africa in 1923 I think

EH

Why did he ceme te Seuth Africa, did yeu have family there

JJ

Ne, this is a leng stery. Actually late Sarah and late Xasriel and I, I think
Chaya alse, we were all beeked te ge te America te eur family, we had the
meney sent te us and in 1922, er 124, the Immigratien frem Lithuania, frem
Russia te America was stepped, cut eff, I dent knew if yeu have that knewledge
se there was ne alternative, we had te get eut
EH

Why

JJ

Te earn seme meney, te bring in seme mere meney ...new we had seme relatiens
in Seuth Africa and that was en my late mether's side, very nice family,

he is still alive, his name is Mr. Harry Selemen, he was a vice scheel
principal in Beneni, and he helped us with the decumentatien te enter Seuth
Africa se the first ene te ge was late Kasriel en his ewn, I dent remember
what the fare was but it was a matter ef abeut £12 er £15 was the ticket
frem ....he had a mishpecha, she was a Mrs. Zippah vhe was very helpful, and
her late husband Abe Zippah, very friendly, very geed te us, and after
Kasriel left I werked in the shep well...I get a telling eff but I inhereted
the peltz, yeu khew what a peltz is, & kind ef a fur ceat fer winter and

the velikes frem late Kasriel and I werked the shep was very narrew and very
leng and we had te bring in bags ef 300 1lbs weight and put them frem lew te
higher and higher and higher almest te the ceiling, we used te put the bran
as it was light, we used te keep the heavy stuff dewn and everything had te
be weighed en a scale, semebedy wanted a quarter bag, a half a bag, but we
were well knew, my late father and mether had a geed name and we Were very
well supperted, we used te eke eut a living but I cannet remember hew much
finance because I dent knew, I wasnt particularly interested and when I left
and Harry teek ever frem me the same jeb he inherited the same peltz and the
velikes...I had phetes ef this, beautiful phetes I tell yeu they are werth
& fertune, I dent knew where the hell they are ...Kasriel left fer Seuth
Africa, he arrived here and Mrs and Mrs. Zippah helped him, teek him eff

the beat and he stayed with them fer a shert while and then he preceeded

in a

te the Transvaal. He get a jeb semewhere in a Cencessien stere

place called Mariasberg and he werked fer a Mr and Mrs. Kravitz
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and I think his cemmencing salary was £5 a menth, Frem these £5 a menth
which was all feund, beard and ledging, he saved all the meney and he used
te send semetimes the whele £5 back heme because they needed it badly, late

father was ill, and he get a £1 rise and when he had a little bit mere meney

he sent me a ticket twe years later in 1926, we will have te leave my sperting

caresr eut fer the time being. In 1926 I left via Hamburg in the German
Africa line te Cape Tewn
EH

Tell me abeut yeur jeurney, what were the cenditiens

JJ '

On the ship the cenditiens were geed because we didnt knew better, we
travelled third class and the pissengers were mainly Jewish geing te Seuth
Africa frem all ever Lithuania, the assembly was Habag, Hamburg, and I think
the feed was geed

EH

What abeut the hygienic cenditiens

JJ

Very geed, there was nething wreng with the beat, the beat was called
"Usamara" a German beat, this beat scuttled itself during Werld War II
eutside East Lenden, and when I arrived in Cape Tewn I heard semebedy
screaming "Jeffe, Jeffe, Jeffe" it was a Mr. Krafchick frem Cape Tewn, he
says "Eich ben gecumen arunter nemen fun shif, eich heb far eich paperin
and eich vart af eich" ( I have ceme te take you eff the ship, and I have
#p papers fer yeu) and I didnt knew whe ke was

EH ’

Did yeur brether arrange that

JJ

Yes, my brether and subsequently Mr. Krafchick, and my aunt Mrs. Ray Zippah
came te see me en the beat

EH

Tell me when yeu arrived did yeu have te g;'through any tests, were the
autherities pleasant

JJ

Oh yes, there was ne preblem, I had a guarantee fer Seuth Africa frem this
ceusin, mishpecha ef eurs frem Beneni, Mr. Selemen, that he is my guardian
and this affidavit ef his guardianship was handed ever te the autherities
and I had ne preblem in getting eff the beat

EH

Did yeu have te write a test

JJ

Nething, I had 2/6d in my pecket
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EH

Hew did yeu spend your first few days

JJ

My first few days I spent in a bearding heuse

EH

Where was it

JJ

I think it must have been in the Gardens semewhere er in that area, it wasnt
far frem tkwn, and I was given a bit of pecket meney, I dent remember hew
much by Mr. Abe Zippah, and a funny incident happened, my Ged, I'll never
ferget that, the first Friday I was in the bearding heuse, and they gave
such beautiful fish te eat, I ate whatever they put en my plate, and then

I asked fer seme mere fish, I get a kick in my leg, it wasnt nice te ask
fer secend helping, but it was beautiful gefilte fish, I mean I had net had
it in years fish like that, altheugh we used te have fish this was terrifié,
and I met seme beys and girls I ceuldnt speak the language

EH

Hew did yeu manage

JJ

I dent remember, I remember we went te the Walderf Cafe here in Cape Tewn,
we were invited fer tea and pastries, and the guy whe invited us walkcd eut
oen us and he left the girl and me te pay, I didnt have the meney, the girl
I dent remember whe she was, she paid but I teek a peer view ef that ether
fellew, it was & terrible thing te de, but it happened and I dent remember
if I repaid that girl the meney, and I stayed with the Zippahs fer I think
abeut a week «r maybe two weeks, igﬁix were XXsikmxxx busy building a heuse
in Oranjezicht, this‘is why they stayed in a bearding heuse, and Kasriel
sent me £5 fer a railway ticket which was enly fer 3rd class, and I teek
eut a third class ticket and Abe Zippah gave me a present ef a geld peugd

a geld severieng I ever had in my life, but I weuld net change it, I had
sandwhiches, she gave me and seme fruit, and I went inte fhird class, which
was at that time enly fer Blacks, nen whites...when the cenducter came in
he says why are yeu sitting here, well I said my ticket is third class

he says all right yeu ceme with me, and he put me in a secend class
cempartment, and I arrived in Germisten abeut twe days later er semething
travelling threugh the Karee, which was miles and miles of nething, and yeu
get lets ef theughts when yeu travel threugh the Karee and yeu ceme frem a
fertile ceuntry like Lithuania er Russia er Peland...I arrived in Germisten
and my ceusin whe is still alive in Jehannesburg, he is a retired maths
teacher, Mr. Harry Selemen was there te meet me, he was then already a vice
principal in seme scheel in Beneni and we teek the first train te Beneni

te his family, his father and mether had a stere in Princes Avenue in Beneni

selling furniture, the father was a carpenter by prefessien and they had
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a big family, T think they were feur brethers and a sister, and this was
Octeber, I spent the menth ef Nevember there idling, deing nething, leeking
fer werk until semeene teld me there was a jeb geing in Venreindick at the
Benner Brethers shep; anyhew I went eut te Vereindick

EH

Was it a mine

JJ

It was a mine, Venreindick mine, and he had a leek at me, he said £3 a menth
free beard and ledging, I said I'll take it because £3 a menth was eq uivalent
te 150 lit Lithuanian currency and we needed that meney badly, se I started
werk and my main jeb was te weigh eut leaf tebacce, yeu knew the leaves that
the Blacks break up te put in their pipes smeking tebacce, that type ef leaf
we used te make it a tickey and sixpence wrapped up in paper, and the natives
weuld ceme in frem the mines and buy it by the ten
EH

What abeut
JJ

The language I started picking up a little bit, and after the first menth

the language preblem

I werked there, it was the menth ef December, the beys frem the eating heuse
teld me the shep will be clesed fer three er feur dayd, yeu knew Christmas
and Bexing Day and Sunday, se I went te Kasriel, my brether in Mariasberg

se I asked Mr. Benner if I ceuld have twe days eff, yeu greener vasser, nech
nit en ge varmed de fees und du vilst sheen feren af helidays" (Yeu green
water, yeu have net yet warmed yeur feet and yeu already want te ge en
holidays), I said te him the werd bastard I dent like, the beys teld me it
was an ugly werd, I said yeu must net call me bastard I dent like it, se he
says "Yeu bastard" se I said te him Mr. Benner be careful, I held a twe peund
weight in my hand, he said "Yeu bleddy bastard, yeu want helidays" T said
I'm giving yeu netice and I let that two)lb fly, and thank Ged I missed him.
I left the shep I went in and I packed my suitcase and I went te take the
train te Beneni and I didnt ask fer meney and I didnt get any meney, but he
teek his cart and he run in te Beneni te the Selemens and he left fer me a
cheque fer £3.6.0d4 because I werked three days ever and abeve the menth
£3.6.0d I get and that was my first experience. When the weekend was ever
the beginning ef the fellewing week in January I theught I must get a jeb
and T was already fluent in a few English werds, and I wrete eut en a piece
of paper, and I walked up te the tep ef Princes Avenue and I went criss-
cressed every shep, I said de yeu need an assistant, have yeu get a jeb
fer me, the things I wrete eut in yiddish er in Russian I dent remember but
I said it in English, until I walked inte a little shep and there was a
real talmudistic yid with leng hair with a kapetle (leng ceat) and he says
I didnt want te knew what

yes I've get a jeb, I said hew much de Yyeu pay,

it is, he said its a big jeb, its a smeus, can yeu smeus, I did net knew
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said sure hew much de yeu pay,
menth all feund, I said I'1ll take it...ne, £5.10.0,

I said I smeused in the Verndick mine...I had te have a jeb,

what the werd smeus was, I he said £6 a

ne, and he said where
did yeu smeus,
se he says yeu ceme here en Menday merning very early with yeur things and
I'11 take yeu te the statien, I will buy yeu a ticket and yeu will ge te
Jehannesburg and yeu will change trains en this and this platferm, and yeu
yeu take the Vilviberg train frem Velvedeeen te

Lichtenburg and my sen Itzka will wait fer yeu at the statien,

will ge te Velverdig,

in a Tem Mix
hat with breeches and leggings,

Ttzka.

and he is very small but he is yeur bess
I arrived in Velveding and I changed trains fer Lichtenberg and I

was sitting in a cempartment and in came a very tall, a beautiful lady and

a very shert little man and I am sitting, 'I'm net talking anything, and

I understeed the lady saying te the man in English, he ceuld be Jewish, but
what a geed leeking man, what a geed leeking child, what a geed leeking bey

and they started talking te me in a very slew English, whe I am and where

I ceme frem, and where I'm geing, se I said I'm geing te a place called

Vreismeersbildt, and I'm geing te werk fer Mr.

N.S. Bebs...he said Oh my Ged
what are yeu geing te de there, and I said I'm geing te be a smeus, yeu see
I was frightened te ask fer the interpretatien ef the werd smeus in case I
lese the jeb,

se he said are yeu a smeus, I said eh yes,

Vreismasbildt and with excitement I lest sight ef them,

we arrived at
the lady evidently

and the
shert man was Mr. Bebs, the big bess whe I was geing te werk fer, his brether

went en te Lichtenberg, she was a Mrs,

Levy frem Petshefstreem,

ITtska was the manager, he was werking fer the man that was with me in the trair
se Izka was en the statien and he had a ceuple of Black beys with him te take

my suitcases and we walked acreass te the xkakxmx heuse, a shep and a butchery.

And they teld me this is yeur bed and this is the fellew that is werking here
I think his name was Salke, and this is Mr. Harry Craig whe is a cattle buyer
a cattle dealer and then I unpacked a little bit and I came eut en a verenda

which was en the main read,

eut cemes Mr. Bebs the Bess,

Jeffe I'm the bess and Ttzka is the manager,

and he says te me

the kmeus whese place I'm geing
te take will enly arrive en Thursday, he says in the meanwhile yeu can help
in the shep, and in the butchery and in the kitchen...he said can yeu ceek,

I said whe cant ceek, he said what can yeu make, I said I can make fricadels

se I went inte the butchery and the butcher gave me mince and I used te fry
fricadels fer an army,
bit ef fleur,

they were damn geed, with enien and egg and a little
they were het, real geed...I am intreduced te everybedy as the
the hawker in English, but I had sleepless nights net knewing what

the hell I'm in fer.

smeus,

Thursday afterneen, yeu heard the clatter ef herses

heeves and the rattle ef a wagen, and Itzka says Oh there is yeur smeus

ceming. It was a pair ef mules with a wagen,

a Black bey was sitting there

he was driving it and an elderly gentleman en a wagen, and he came dewn, I

dent remember his name and he sheek hands with me and he said yeu are the

smeus I said yes
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and they started taking eff bexes with little bits ef weighed eut greceries
like ceffee packets and tea packets and sugar and candles and matches and all
these things and a little bit ef clething and then came off a let of eggs
and chickens and turkeys, yeu knew things which yeu trade in nermally, and
he said thats it, I theught Ged Father this is a piece ef cake te the werk

I used te de, te sit en tep ef a wagen and te ride, they‘showed me hew te
check eut, that yeu must gf ive an acceunt ...yeu see when yeu ge eut yeu are
beeked eut with se many items te the value ef se much, when yeu ceme back
you've get te acceunt fer it in cash and trade in, like skins and hides, dry
enes, wet enes...I dent remember the prices but I think eggs were abeut a
tickey er feurpence a dezen, fewls were abeut sixpence, and skins were feor
nething, but yeu used te trade in with the Blacks en the lecatien er where
they used te werk en the diamend diggings ,,...its a beautiful little place,
its en the Meei River, beautiful...and naturally Mohday merning I had te ge
eut se everything was packed in the bexes and put en the wagen, Thank Ged

I had the same bey that the eld man used te have se he helped me all the time
you see the meney I already understeed, the tickey, a shilling, ten beb, a
peund and se en, and I knew that I was respensible fer the geeds, I did
business with the Blacks, mainly Blacks and then I started en whites, and
when I increased the business, he increased my salary te £6 and then £7

frem £5.10.0 I weuld send £5 heme every menth and ten shillings I used te
keep, I had everything free and I started playing tennis a little bit

EH

Where did yeu live

JJ

I lived in the heuse but I used te ge eut fer twe, three days at a time, and

while I was eut a few times I slept under the wagen tee, a bit ef antisemitism

but seme farmers weuldnt let yveu in, it was net a pelitical issue, but it was
2 dirty issue why they weuld net let me in...he teld me subsequently after
we became such big friends that he went in ence te a big firm in Petschefstree
te buy a span ef exen and a wagen and he underteek te pay after the harvest

and he signed a bill fer is, and they had a leek at the signature, and said it
is net a geed signature, they threw the paper behind the ceunter and they made
him sign anether ene, and he insisted that he paid twice fer that span ef exen
and the wagen, and he didnt want te knew my treubles, I went back te him, he
was an elderly man, had a very wealthy family, frem him and his sens and the
Blacks that werked fer him, I ceuld make a living cemfertably, and I said leek
what happened with yeu and the ether peeple is net my preblem, why sheuld I
suffer, and he said yeu are quite right, carry en deing business and I used

te sleep there tee, but ene day he used te call me Yeu, he ceuldnt say Jee

he said yeu ceme here temerrew eor next week, then we will ge tegether te

Petchefstreem in my cart and herses, he is geing te make eut a Will, a

Testament, te atterneys, Lew and Nell, in Petchefstreem and he made eut the

22

and he made eut the Will and I signed as a witness, and after I signed as

a witness, I did net knew what I was signing we came out and he gave me a
ceuple of severeigns, geld, and he teek me back and I carried en my werk

he was such a fine man that when late father was very, very ill and we get
an SOS te send meney, I berrewed frem him twentyfive peunds, in severeigns,
and I went te the pest office and I sent it eff in relays, every day er every
week, the twentyfive peunds went heme because late father had te ge te
Germany fer medical attentien...I repaid every cent te the eld man with
graat, great, gratitude. This was the first time in my life I ever berrewed
meney, and subsequently I berrewed seme meney frem Harry, but I never
berrewed meney frem anybedy but it was a life, I became very well liked by
the Afrikaaners

EH

Yeu picked up the language

KK

Ph yes

EH

Afrikaans

JJ

Oﬁ yes, I used te ge te Petchefstreem by lift and I met yiddishe girls,

and T was naughty, hell I was naughty, but they all liked me

EH

Hew did yeu meet them

JJ

My bess used te live in Petchefstreem, and I weuld ge there fer a weekend
and I had lets ef girls, beautiful girls, and we used te dance a let and
sing a let, I picked up the language as fast as a hunan being ceuld

EH

Did yeu pick up first Afrikaans er English

JJ

There was a teacher ef the scheel in Reichenberg a Mr. Keat, whe gave me a
few lessens in English, he charged me J3d, nething practically, I think I must
have had abeut six er eight lesseons perhaps er ten iess-ns, and then I met

a gentleman whe dreve a beautiful little Renhelt car, it leeked like a little
tank, he came inte the shep, he said te me Jeffe I want yeu te meet my
daughter ...beautiful, levely, levely girl, geedbye, he went eff, he came
reund again and said Jeffe I want te talk te yeu, he says I want yeu te
marry my daughter...I'll give yeu the farm, I'1l give yeou cattle, I'll give
yeu meney, I1'11 give yeu everything...yeu knew this was the first cenfrentatie:
in my life that I had such a thing happen te me, that I needed stability,
that I needed help gees beyend thinging...I dent knew where I get it frem

that T was a superguy that I did net want a "gereter shidduch" (Matchmaking)
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this put me off, hf he did net say marry his daughter, mest prebably I weuld

have leved her, it did net make much difference te me, she was a levely, 2 while on the diggings in the shep and then I was made a prepesitien te
healthy girl, I felt that I did net want a "gereter shidduch®" (matchmaking) { build a bakery, his name was Snake Sipelitsky and witheut any meney investment
I said ne, naturally I theught I made a mistake all my life, whe knew what . I just had te work se I cannet remember the financial pesitien ef the

weuld have happened, whe can tell, the girls in Petchefstreem teld me that bakery, I think I used te earn better than in the sheps, but it was the heurs
I was getting tee fat, I was putting en wim wieght, se I went te my bess, I that were killing, yeu had te be up absut twe, three in the merning with the
said I heard that there were se many jebs effered en the mines, en the Reef bread, with the beys,

in Jehannesburg, Krugersderp, I said I thhnk I want te leave yeur werk. He EH ’

says I weuldnt like yeu te de it, I'll give yeu mere meney, I said the girls Did they teach yeu hew te bake

say I leek like a pumpeen...I heard they were paying £15, £12 fer an assistant JJ

in a shep £17 en the mines fer a salesman and I qualified myself as a salesman I did net bake, I used te be selling the bread, we had a herse and cart, we
se I gave him netice, they were very geed te me, very very geed, and I came used te bake bread puddings, a big lea# ef bread which yeu ceuld divide inte
te Jehannesburg...l stayed with a ceusin ef eurs, a secend ceusin ef eurs, the ten er twelve tickey lines er sixpenny lines, yeu used te just break and

ene frem Penevel, Oscar Sacks, and I started walking abeut, talking te the we used te sell it te the sheps, ge areund te all the diggings and ceme back
beys, I was teld there was a jeb in Nigel, I teek the train eut there, Gedud in the afterneen, but in the afterneen yeu had te ge te Lichtenberg te fetch
Extensien and I walked frem Springs er Brakpan, I dent remember te Geduld fleur, and I think we were the first firm te buy a feur cylinder truck, and
Extensien te the Cencessien stere, and when I arrived I said are yeu leeking there were a let ef nice yiddishe beys there, a let and in the bakery we made
fer a salesman, he said yes, take off yeur jacket and get behind the ceunter \ a kind ef a eating place fer all the bachelers -..they had te pay in a peel
teday is payday...amengst the Blacks it was payday, and I accredited myself, and we weuld buy the meat frem late Perlman the butcher and Lasky was alse

he said yeu are all right, and I said hew much de yeu pay, he said £5 a menth a4 member ef the gang and we used te take at least twelve peunds lamb cheps

I nearly drepped, I teek my jacket and walked back te the statien, I dent . er mutten cheps, put it in the pudding pans in the bakers even, in the bakery
knew hew many miles I walked and I teek the train and I came back te Jehannesbt and we used te fry it, bake it, and we always had plenty ef Matels brandy,
late, then I heard that there was a jeb geing in Branfentein, I went eut te we drank enly Matels brandy

Bramfentein fer the jeb, yes, eh yes, get in behind the ceunter I want te EH

see what sert ef man yeu are, I get in I packed up the treusers nicely, the Tell me all the Jewish beys were they werking in the sheps ef the diggings
shirts nicely, I already had a knack ef deing it, and he says yes I'll give JJ

you twelve peunds a menth but I've get te share the accemmedatien with him Seme were digging, quite a few were digging, seme had their ewn businesses
there was just a reem at the back ef the shep...I did net like his methed ef 2 let ef bachelers, seme ef them had wives...we used to take the lerry, we
instructien, that when a Black man cemes frem the mine and he buys semething used te lead up hides, wet hides frem the butchers stere er empty petrel drums
you must give him irregular change...I said thank yeu and @ teek my jacket and take it inte Lichtenburg and bring back a lead ef fleur fer the bakery,
and I walked, he chased me and he said what is the matter with yeu, he said and ene day I passed by, I think it was semewhere in Rustenberg and the husband
I want te talk te yeu ceme back, I came back and I said yeu knew that is a came up and he said Jee, he was a client, de me a faveur take my wife inte
hell of a thing te de, I felt it is net an heneurable thing te de, se he Lichtenberg, she has get te catch the train te Jehannesburg, I said sure, and
leeked at me and he says yeu are a very, very geed man. I knew yeu, I even I picked up that lady and we were travelling tewards Lichtenberg and the

knew yeur family.,..I said yeu knew my family, he says yes I de, and I werked steering wheel breke leese and she teld me that she was pregnant, get off the
fer him fer I think eight menths er nine menths and he paid me £17 already lerry and I had a leek, the red was breken se what ceuld I de, I teek eff
net £12 and he wanted me te stay but I. wasnt very happy in that jeb with that the belt frem my pants and I get underneath the lerry and I tied up semehew
first episede that happened between him and me. He tried everything in the the steering wheel and we managed te crawl in te Lichtenberg...there in

werld te keep me, se I came back and I had this Mrs. Sacks was a wenderful, Lichtenberg I saw a Mr. Merris Kruger, they had a mill, charming fellew
wenderful persen te me...I said I'll ge te the diggings because Kasriel my had a little twe seater Ferd and I said Merris I'm in treuble, here is the
elder brether was already en the diggings, I came te the diggings and I lady and I've get te take her te the train and the train is gene er is leaving
was leeking fer a jeb and I get a jeb frem a Mr. Levy, the Blacks used te he said dent werry I'll take her te Celeen and she will take the train in
call him "Mamenemen" (Fat man) he was very cerpulant, and I werked there fer | Celleen, se he teek the lady in his car, he teek her te Celleene and her time
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was exg

ered, and the stery gees that he teek her te his heuse and she gave
birth te a sen in the passage of his heuse...this sen that was bern is teday
ene of the biggest men in Seuth Africa in preperty business, ene eof the
biggest men in Jehannesburg, ene ef the biggest in the ceuntry...I dent knew
him I've net met him, but I see se much abeut him in the press

EH

Se yeu used te buy the fleur and take it te the bakery

JJ é
Take it back te the bakery and bake bread...until I jeined the family :
EH '

Yeu mean yeur brethers

JJ

Yes my brether my late brether Kasriel and my ex brether-in-law, we breught

them eut frem Russia, my late sister and her husband we breught eut, Kasriel
and I we breught them eut, then all ef us breught eut Harry and late mether
just like this, a chain reactien...and subsequently I teek charge ef a shep
and a butchery en a place called Hendricksdull, it belenged te African
Eurepean Investment Cempany, Lewis & Marks, an eld yiddishe firm, and we had
a cencessien frem them;,; se we started selling Shell and Vacuum paraffin
grease and I used te buy meat frem seme whelesale butcher in Lichtenburg

er Graffentein

EH

Serry did yeu save up enough meney te buy this cencessioen stere :
JJ .
You didnt need money, I was werking in it, we were given a little bit ef credi{
by a firm called Resenberg Whelesalers and we were given seme credit of petrel
and paraffin, we used te pay frem day te day and I used te manage the shep

and the butchery with the help eof one or twe black beys...we had very interest-
ing neighbeurs, the Derf Brethers frem Klerksdorp, there was late Leuis and
his brether, I think he passed away new in-Jehannesburg, I've fergetten his
name, he gave himself a kind ef an English name yeu knew, nice beys, they
became very wealthy, very big farmers, very big sterekeepers, there were

lets eof beys, there were seme landsleit on the diggings tee, the Lurie Brether:
Dattnera, Sklars, there were lets of yidden there

EH

Did yeu werk such leng heurs there teeo

JJ

Oh yes, I mean yeu werked frem sunrise te sunset, what else can yeu de

EH

There was net much setial life

JJ

Ne, the enly secial life yeu had was te ge inte Lichtenburg te loek fer a girli

te ge te a cinema, and there were regular Church services en a Sunda gfggf and
by the N.G. Kerk, I used te ge and listen very very eften, yesS I use
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listen te sermens, naturally when the prayers were on, I knew the time, I weuld
ge and listen te the sermens, a sermen has never dene anybedy any harm, sermens
are always geed, disregarding the language, I was en Hendricksdal, Harry was

en anether farm, and late Kasriel and Sarah and my ex brether—-in-law were alse
en anether farm, we had three sheps and a butchery...my late sister and Kasriel
they had a shep and a fruit shep te keep it epen at night because there was netl
nething else te de...subsequently Harry ceuldnt take the life and he disappearec
he ran away, he went te woerk fer Hechter and Davidevitz, I dent remember where
it was, and the catastrephe came when the diamend prices went te blazes, a
carat er diamend, they used te pay £2 er £3 a carat, they started paying £1
and chips, the little enes, very small diamends were ten shillings a carat,
se naturally business drepped. Diggers whe yeu used te give credit te ceuldnt
afferd te pay, and yeu had te pay yeur crediters, se we ceuldnt pay, feund it d:
difficult...the family had a meeting and they decided te pay everybedy...we
teek all the geeds, the steck that we had and we teek it reund te sheps en the
diggings, and we seld steck fer as lew as five shillings in the peund, twe and
sixpence in the peunds just te pay everybedy, we paid everybedy. One
interesting this was between the eil coempanies te whem we ewed mest ef the
meney, everybedy get paid every cent, and in 1931 we had ne alternative than

te leave the diggings...we seld eut everything just fer nething, we gave it
away and we came te Preteria. In Preteria we had a relatien, family by the
name of Shapire

EH

Is that why yeu went te Preteria, because yeu had relatiens

JJ

I remember the arrival in Preteria, all ef us, Harry was gene, late Kasriel and
late Sarah, my ex brether-in-law and myself, se semehew or ether it became
knewn te us that a geed place te make a living was Lady Selberne lecatien.
We went eut and we saw a stand, I think Mrs. Shapire must have helped us a
great deal «nd we beught that stand and we went inte Preteria and we went te
see a meneylender and he said he weuld lend us seme meney and it teek in ne

time we put up a heuse and shep and a butchery

EH

In the lecatien

JJ

In the lecatien, Lady Selberne Lecatien, and we all werked, we were suppesed
te be in partnership, the licences were in my name...new they used te buy the
meat frem the cold sterage , little by little, they were very cautieus in

One day I went inte tewn and I asked them havent they get
The man I speke te was the late Mr. Max Jaffe, net Jeffe, he

giving credit.
a jeb fer me.
was a red haired, ginger face, he was the sales manager ef the celd sterage.

He said Jeffe we are firing peeple, we dont hire peeple, times are bad. T

realised that I've get te get sut because there wasnt eneugh for all ef us
te de
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se ene day he came out te the lecation, he said Mr. Jeffe I've get a jeb fer §

yeu. Ceme in temerrew. I }ode a bicycle frem Lady Selbeurne Lecatien te
tewn, and he says te me, leek there is an inselvent butchery, it is an Indian
butchery, he ewes us meney and I'll give yeu a jeb as a bicycle delivery bey
...after I tried this jeb, it was seme painstaking busingss, I had te ride the
bicycle frem (inaudible) te Sunnydale Street in Preteria. I had a basket
centaining abeut 80 er 90 er mere peunds ef meat, varieus erders, and this
was a daily precedure until the Indian reinstated himself in the butchery
fer a shert peried and I was given netice. The first packet I received as
salary was fer several days at the rate of £2 a week. I remember getting it
frem the paymaster whe was a Mr. van der Skyve, he was an unfertunate man te
have ene leg and he walked en crutches, my pay was semething a peund and a few
pence, se I had te get a jeb...I went to the big bess and I teld him I must
have werk, se he teld me that they have a butchery

must start en Menday.

in Preteria West, and I

I started the butchery, it was mainly Eurepean erder
trade and I was net up te the standard ef city bleckmen, se I made a few

phow paxs in the butchery until we teek steck and there was a gress less ef a
few peunds. T was called to the effice and he said Mr. Jeffe are yeu alse
stealing my meney. I said Ne Sir I'm net, but I am a little bit genereus with
yeur meat te try and get clientelle, I said, but if yeu will have patience

fer anether twe three weeks yeou will find it in erder. He said, geed, and
funnily eneugh in three weeks time I started shewing a prefit in the butchery

I was duly prometed te the biggest butchery at that time belenging te the
cempany which was shewing heavy lesses, and I fixed that up, and I was subseq u
ently made manager ef the retail butcheries, and frem thereen I became a
traveller, and after being a traveller fer perishable preducts I became an
assistant service manager te Mr. Max Jaffe whe eriginally gave me the first
jeb. I have learned a-great deal ef practical and practical experience and
theeretical experience frem my bess Mr. Ivan Ventzle, whe I think was a real
cemmercial genius in Seuth Africa but se few peeple knew abeut him...he was
unreal, very rigid, very hard but a brilliant mathematician, ecenemist and
financier, subsequently I have werked with Mr. Ventzle and I resigned and

I tried semething else but it weuldnt werk until Mr. Jaffe came to me frem
Bleemfentein were he was manager, and he teld me Mr. Davies wants me
back anywhere as leng as I'm back with the trust. New Pert Elizabeth branch
was epen fer a manager se it was the decisien of Mr. Max Jaffe, he gees te
Pert Elizabeth, I beceme manager in Bleemfentein, er he stays in Bleemfentein
and I ge te Pert Elizabeth. In turn I met a yeung lady in Bleemfentein, a
very levely Jewish girl and it was a bit ef a love stery and I wanted te marry
her and her father said that my salary wasnt eneugh for her checelate bill a

menth, the enly way I could marry his daughter weuld be ifi I had my ewn busines
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T resigned my jeb and I went te Vryburg where I was made a prepesitien by

a very preminent Jewish gentleman whe subsegeutnly did net keep his werd

te the arrangements we had made

EH

Hew did yeu ceme te knew ef it, did yeu have any centacts

JJ

Vryburg, I had my yeunger brether Harry and he was the agent, the ge-between
the man and myself ...I was terribly upset because we get married and it
didnt pan eut the way we wanted it te se I decided after twelve menths te

try my ewn luck in business, starting frem zere with a lean of £192 frem

a lady, a nen Jewish lady, and I hired a shep fer £8 a menth and I beught

up abeut £25 ef steck in secend hand furniture, a few mattresses, a few chairs
EH

Did yeu knew anything abeut furniture
JJ

Nething

EH

Se hew did yeu ceme te de furniture
JJ

Because and I had friends

the girl, my ex-wife's family were in the business
in the furniture business and it was abeut the easiest thing te ge in with

the minimum capital, fer everything else yeu needed cash, so we had a drinking
sessien with the manager ef the Standard Bank and he teld me lad if yeu need
meney yeu ceme te me, se I came te him, he didnt deny that I ceuld have all I
want but I said I want £300 everdraft, he said on what, I said en nething, he
said yeu cant have it se there was a hell ef a palaver, he said he will give
me £200, I said ne I want £300, se he says why £300, I said I've get te ge te
Jehannesburg I've get te buy furniture, secend hand furniture frem sales, I
said I've get te transpert it te Jehannesburg statien, I've get te rail it,
Itve get te pay railage in Vryburg and I've get te have a little bit ever fer
liquidity, he 'said he will give me £250, I said ne...he gave me £300, hew he
did it, I think at that time the maximum he was allewed te give was £500...
hewever it was the beginning, I started the business en 12th January 1938

and at the end ef June I shewed a prefit ef £512 ...I had a beekeeper used te
charge me £5 a menth, the late Mr. Jack Cehen, he didnt believe the stery

but he came up, he says yeu knew semething persenally I think yeu are bankrupt
and I'm net charging yeu fer this menth's werk but get yeurself semebedy else
I'm net deing the werk any mere, its impessible that yeu sheuld make yeurslef
£512 prefit, hewever, I feund bigger premises and I meved ever and started
pregressing, then the war breke eut and I jeined the Kimberley Regiment

I had a wenderful lady werking fer me, her name was Mrs. Granding and I had

an Afrikaans man werking, his name was France Veed, hewever, after jeining
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the Kimberley Regiment I went te Jehannesburg...l get a bit ef steck, secend
hand furniture, new furniture ...se I did net knew what my fate was geing te
be, se I decided te make eut a Will in faveur ef my late mether and I ceuld
enly de se by ceming back and effering the man Mr. Veed...she sheuld inherit
whatever there is, I said Mr. Veed I'm effering yeu a full partnership in the
business witheut having te invest a cent and yeu and Mrs. Grant will run the
business, he said I've get news fer yeu te, I'm giving yeu netice en the
turn..with the same view in the event ef anything happening my mether weuld be
sele beneficiery and she can de what she likes, give it te the children in
Israel and se en, se I went te Senderwater, I was bearded as a C3 seldier and
I had five eperatiens, mainly en the head and sinusitis in Jehannesburg, and
they said either I de clerical werk er I have my discharge, se I get my
discharge and I came back te Vryburg, and naturally there were bad days, and I
started cencentrating en farming and farming and cattle and business, I werked
very, very hard and thank Ged I was very successful, starting frem nething, I
wasnt used te big meney but I did make geed, we lived very well, very
cemfertably and it was a goed life
EH
Right new I knew abeut yeur werk. New I want te ask yeu a few questiens
abeut religidn.
JJ

You lived mestly in Vryburg, did yeu beleng te a shul
In Vryburg, we all belenged te the Liberal Cengregatien. I was en the Cemmittee
we were ene ef the mest pr&sperous, clesely integrated Jewish cemmunities in
Seuth Africa, we were high up in centributiens, we used te ge eut fer cellectien
we had lets ef cellectiens in varieus ways, we used to appeal te farmers, nen
Jewish farmers, te assist us, they gave us cattle, livesteck which was seld en
the steck fairs in faveur ef eur cengregatien, and when it was the IUA fund, we
used te cellect nen Jewish farmers as well as Jewish...we had lets ef Jewish
farmers whe were married te ladies of ether faiths, and they gave very liberally
and we had a wenderful cengregatien and whéﬂwI lived there there were abeut

36 te 38 families, we imperted a rev frem Israel and his wife and he was under

centract te us fer abeut 3 er 5 years

EH

What was his name

JJ

(Unintelligible)

EH

Dees net matter, was there a shul already established

JJ

There was a shul and a hall...Rabbi Slenim, when I arrived he came frem Israel

he came frem a wenderful religieus family in Jerusalem...his wife had a sister

and his wife's sister married Merry Walter, and Rabbi Slenem was the essence

of a mest wenderful, wenderful human being
’

he was net the meney grabber :
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money meant nething te him, like a real preper Israeli chaluitz, meney was
nething, brandy was mere impertant, and he and I were the main werkers at
the Chevra Kadisha in Vryburg. My yeunger brether was President ef the Chevra
Kadisha, I was vice-president, and we had te de all the werk eurselves, it was
net very eften but yeu knew frem the district there were a few yidden, and we
had te de all the werk eurselves willingly knewing that its a mitzvah and we
did it well.

EH

Hew many Jewish families were there at that time

JJ

Abeut 38 families

EH

Were they all religieus

JJ

Well they had ...they were all geed yidden, they 21l meant well, if they did
net ceme te shul we knew that Saturday was impessible te ceme te shul because
everyene was in business, but Friday nights we had a wonderful minyan and

fer a number of years I used te daven erev Shabbat, Mincha and Ma'ariv, then

we get Rabbi Slenim, he passed away, that was a big tragedy in eur lives

in Jehannesburg and I was very, very serry abeut it because he wrote te me ene
letter, I went te see him in General Hespital, he wrote te me again and I

was a little bit slew in ceming, I ceuldnt m;ke it and he passed away. Then

we imperted a rabbi frem Israel with the name ef Yesheu Kimmelman, he was
abeut 21 and his wife Saba was abeut 17 and he made fantastic pregress with
the Cengregatien and particularly with the children. We were very, very
happy with him. We gave him a heuse, we built a heuse and he lived happily
until the Petchefstreem cengregatien decided te take him away frem us, se there
is seme eld stupid Shulchan Orach Law, where it cemes frem I dent knew, they
weuld net ceme te talk te him in Bryburg but they asked him te meet them en the
Veringeen read...there was a Mr. Shulman frem Petchefstreem whe came te
negetiate, and when Rabbi Kimmelman, came te telllus that he was being effered
an enermeus salary in Petchefstreem, we felt we did net want te stay in his

way and he went. Since that day we have been struggling...within a matter ef
a few menths he made a cheir fer the children, and I want te tell yeu it was
the pleasure of the week te ge en Friday night te shul and te listen te him
daven, hé had a levely veice, and the children...subsequently I decided that
the children sheuld take ever the service en Friday night, which was dene. Ever
child in turn used te daven maariv en Friday night, and the attendance was
always geed...and yegtevim we had such a wenderful cengregatien, it was eut

of this werld...we have ever 100 peeple fer Resh Hashana and Yem Kippur and

we had a rabbi, we had unpleasantness with rabbenim...seme were geed, seme

were net gosd at all and seme did stupid things and we had te buy eut their
centracts
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te get them eut ef Vryburg, they were net geed eneugh fer us, but we managed

te struggle en and on and the cemmunity started te disperse, children grew
up, matriculated, higher educatien, families fellewed...we had every Sunday :
night we had a game ef cards, all the preceeds weuld ge te the cengregatien

er seme benefit cause, we had markets we had ence a year epen markets, we had
dances erganised, we had te fight fer it te have the café at the steckfairs in
Vryburg and the Jewish ladies feed was very very pepular amengst the cattle
buyers and sellers and particularly all the Blacks werking there, they

ceuld net wait fer a Jewish ladies Friday sale because they weuld get twice
as much in weight fer value fer tw half the price in meney, it was geed and
geed until such time as the cemmunity became smaller and smaller and smaller
and we ceuld net keep up a rev any mere se Max Cehen, my brether Harry used
te daven musaf and crea and I used te daven Shachrit Resh Hashana and Yem
Kippur...it was geed until we had te fellew the children and we were leaving
Vryburg, natﬁrally very much upset abeut it, and the cengregatien had been
infermed that there was an ameunt ef meney left fer a specific purpese by a
Seuth African Jewish Springbek rugby player...Fred Smellen er Mr. Smellen

I dent remember ...he was a fameus rugby persenality in Seuth Africa, and I
think he left £5000

EH

Did he live in Vryburg

JJ

Yes he left it fer a specific purpese, enly fer a shul te be built, but

nething else, just fer a shul, unfertunately we had a beautiful hall cum shul
we had built a beautiful eren kedesh and I managed te get the man that werked
fer me, Mr. Veet te carve the Oren Kedesh, made a beautiful jeb ef it and

we ceuld net get the £5000 because it was left selely with the idea ef having
the shul, se my cemmittee members went te the Jewish Beard ef Deputies in
Jehannesubrg and te the best of my knewledge Advecate Maisels was appreached
en the subject and he managed te negotiate_vith the Master ef the Supreme Ceurt
that we sheuld get the interest which weuld help the cengregatien which I
believe was agreed (end of tape) and I premised faithfully I weuld ceme te
their sen Brad's barmitzvah...I want te tell yeu I travelled te Kimberley

I féew te Kimberley specially te attend the barmitzvah, there were enly five
feur families left...the shul cum hall is kept in beautiful cenditien but
services are net held any mere, they have get ne minyan...enly during the
helidays when a few visiters ceme and éhe children ceme that they might

have eccasienally a minyan...new the rabbi Ceeperman frem Kimberley came

te efficiate the barmitzvah, it was such an eye epener te me, frem all ever
we were appreximately twenty five er thirty yidden altegether and there were

abeut 200 nen Jewish peeple. The shul was crewded, there were ne seats left

enly standing reem and he translated the entire service frem Shachrit till
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the end ef the barmitzvah, he is an Irish Jew he cemes frem Salisbury, a very
very fine rabbi, charming man, and I want te tell yeu that will shake yeu, that
it was all kesher, everything was kesher, it is just unbelieveable, he insisted
oen kesher...I dent knew the cest te this barmitzvah, but Isaac had te send a
lerry te Jehannesburg te bring a tent a marquee, they breught the marquee, they
put it up, he hired furniture and Beyke Rellef did all the deceratiens, electric
lights were put in, the feed was se fantastic, I can net single eut the best
hetel iﬁ Jehannesburg er Cape Tewn whe ceuld supercede the catering ef that
day, nebedy, impessible, I have never seen such luxury feeds presented, there
was ne shertage eof refreshments néither, plenty ef everything, and the bey did
very well...I was heneured, I was given an aliya, the enly ene, the Cehen,
the Levy and the Israel in the merning and the bey, I was askenished that the
bey read fluently frem the Terah, he read it beautifully...it was fantastic
te see hew feur families can keep up a cengregatien...what they de new is they
have amalgamated with Mafeking, and in Mafeking they have get this wenderful
man Jack Fish, se they all ge fer yemtev, fer Resh Hashana Yem Kippur they
ge te Mafeking and Mafeking has get mere families than Vryburg and they've
get a let ef Israelis werking fer Baputhatswana gevernment, whem I dent knew,
I've never met them, se they had a big minyan and Mr. Jack Fish puts them
all up fer free fer yemtev, feed, hetel, drinks, everything en the heuse, he
is an unreal man, te live, te meet and te knew ., . T cannet talk highly eneugh
Jewish life gees en, Hareld Schechter is carrying the let, Esme Ralph is
number twe, yeu knew Esme was cenverted
EH
Se mest ef the Jews whe remained in Vryburg are married te gentile wemen
JJ
Yes, they became all cenverted, and I want te tell yeu I am very, very,
very preud ef them. New I want te tell yeu while we are en the subject of Esme
that this I think sheuld be on recerd, Esme Ralph was I think a girl called
Petgeiter, a levely kid. When she married, she went fer her lessens in
Jehannesburg ¢r Kimberley, I dent remember, she became preficient in Hebrew
that she taught feur beys the entire barmitzvah in Hebrew, and I want te
tell yeu Eve that there were ne flaws, and this Esme Ralph sheuld be really
cemmended en such a perfermance te teach Jewish children the entire ceremeny
of the barmitzvah witheut skimping a werd. New this is semething in all my 1if
I've never heard and I've never seen and I dent think there will be anether ene
and what she is net deing teday...Julie had a leg amputated, she werks all day
in the shep, she has get three levely beys, they are Springbek heckey players,
they play fer Nerthern er Seuthern Transvaal, ene is in the army, ene is an
auditer, David is a champien bey. I have net seen them fer se many years, I
dent knew what they leek like, but Esme Ralph I weuld class her as ene of the
mest eutstanding persenalities in the Jewish annals eof

greatest,

eur histery. She is the

and she just takes it i
as it cemes She kee
. Ps the keys eof the
shul
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shu}l, she keeps the keys of the Oren Kedesh, she cleans it, she leeks after

it, se dees Marie; they all de their share, and net fergetting Hareld's wife
whats her name, Zelda, Zelda alse helps, they all help, but the meeting is
still there of the cemmunity, the tegetherness is still there and I think they
are te be admired. ’
EH

I leve them, thats all I can tell yeu.

Tell me hew much weuld yeu say religien meant te yeu as a child

JJ '

Te me as a child, well, religien meant everything because I was breught up in
it, I was bern in it, we were a fairly religieus kesher family and I still re-
member the years when I used te daven every merning with Tfillin and se en, and
gradually yeu get eut ef it when yeu beceme assimilated te a fereign life like
in Seuth Africa, yeu knew gradually yeu meve eut, yeu get eut ef it, but even
in my naughty years when I was wild, I was still always thinking ef my yeshiva
days, these few years, the little while I was there, er the cheder and I leved
Israel all my life, I've been a Revisienist all my life

EH

New I want te knew abeut Zienist views, was yeur family invelved in Zienism

JJ

Te the best of my recellectien, I cannet tell you because

EH

What abeut yeur parents

JJ

I'm trying te tell yeu, my parents that we were s¢ much eccupied in making a
living, we had ne capital, when they left Lithuania they had nething, we werked
up and lest a let ef meney in Russia, when we had moeney it used te run inte
hundreds of milliens se when we left Russia te ge back te Lithuania there

was nething that we ceuld take aleng because it was overnight we run away, se
we left everything, se then we came ¥we Penevez we had te start struggling

te make a living, if if wasnt fer the cew that we get back frem Pempian, we
weuld have stafved, but this is the time when we started a little business, se
I cannet tell yeu abeut Zienism appertaining te my parents because I dent
remember...but I jeined Maccabi in Penevez, I was one of the first few, I've
get beautiful phetegraphs ef Maccabi, and when Jabetinsky came in 1921 I
became an ardent fellewer ef Jabetinsky, and I've been a Revisienist ever since
‘and till a few years age I was en the executive cemmittee of the Western
Prevince Revisienist Seciety, eccasienally I still am, when they need me

EH

What were yeur activities in Maccabi in Lithuania

JJ

.Well it was mainly spert and faithfulness te Zienism, because Maccabi is a

divisien ef Zienism
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EH

Did yeu have any speakers er discussiens

JJ )

Oh yes, we had a let of peeple used to ceme and lecture te us en Zienism,

frem Kevne, from Shavel, frem Velkamier, frem Germany, frem Austri?, eh we had
lets ef that, but Maccabi steed fer ene thing, tewards a Zienist mevement all
the years

EH

And when yeu came te Seuth Africa, did yeu beleng te any Zienist erganisatien
JJ .

When I came te Seuth Africa, there wasnt very much time, when yeu live eut ef
a city and yeu've get te werk day and night and yeu dent knew the language,

it wasnt easy. When I came inte Jehannesburg naturally I immediately leeked
fer yiddishkeit, I went te the Jewish Guild in Jehannesburg and I

participated there fer a while in everything that was geing, everything that wae
effered

EH

De yeu remember any fund-raising campaigns, any speakers that came te Seuth

Africa er in Vryburg....any fameus peeple that came for Keren Hayesed
JJ ’
Yes there were quite a few used te come frem Jehannesburg

EH

Can yeu remember any names

JJ

I remember Jabetinsky ceming te Seuth Africa

EH

Where did yeu hear him

JJ

I think it was in Jehannesburg in a very big cinema

EH

Was it well attended

Jr

Oh it was crewded...he was ene ef the finest speakers in the werld, then there
was a fellew, Dr. Alexander Resenfield whe became subsequently a Maccabi

PTO fer the Rethschilds, Rethschild used te I believe pay his expenses and he
used te travel werld-wide fer Maccabi and Zienism, but I think everybedy whe
was a big man in Jehannesburg in Zienism, I dent remember their names effhand

used te ceme te Vryburg te lecture us, everybedy....Rabbenim used te ceme,

~ Rabbi Duschensky used te ceme te us

EH

De yeu femember any anti Zienists pretests
JJ

Anti Zienists pretests



Well these were during the beginning ef the war, there were seme anti Zienist
pretests, the Zienists were always classed tegether with Freemasens, always
anti Zienists and anti Freemasenery...newspapers exhibitiens, there were a
few cenfrentatiens I believe in Jehannesburg er in Cape Tewn but I dent think
it was en a big scale te the best of my memery. W, had a few preblems during
the beginning ef the war in anti Jewishness emenating frem radie, always the
Juden, and the Juden, and the Juden. New here I must tell yeu a stery that ene
day a farmer came inte my business and he said leek here I want te buy a radie
frem you and en ene cenditien that I can hear what Hitler says abeut the yidden
frem Shishen...I'll sell yeu a radie but what Hitler says is net my business

he teek eut the radie and he breught it back the fellewing day and he said the
damn thing is ne geed...I said whats the matter with it, he said he cant get
Sishen en it, I said have a leek, he never switched it en, he never switched
it en se he ceuldnt hear, but he says are yeu a Jew, I said yes I'm a Jew

he says why dees Hitler hate yeu, he says yeu are a geed bey, yeu are a geed
Seuth African, T said I'll leave this te yeur better judgement...he was a fine
eld man and he came back te me a few menths later, he's very serry, he's met

se many geed peeple and he dees net want a Shishen radie...his name was Mr.
Jeshua Heusebreeke, the grandfather ef the family Heusebreekes in Flerida.

Its an interesting episede.

EH

New they say at that time there were net very many Jewish wemen in Seuth Africa
was it a preblem fer a yeung man

JJ

Oh yes...the preblem ef Jewish wemen ef marriageable type of a weman was

a, it wasnt a preblem fer the Seuth African bern bey, but it certainly was

a preblem fer us Lithuanians, a, we didnt knew the language sufficiently well
b, we were net educated, I had ne educatien at all, m%¥m enly ene year, and

the preneunced dialect of mine in English is unirradicable, I mean I did net

learn English te knew better .

EH

Was it a preblem

JJ

Yes it was a preblem because yeu are always leeked dewn upen, a greener
EH

Se ysu weuldnt be accepted in society‘

JJ

But I want te tell yeu that a let ef us, I think mest ef us, made geed
there were cases which were really pathetic, new there was ene thing that
happened te me, I had a scheelmate of mine in Penevez we used te sleep

and drink tegether in ene bed, and he went te Seuth Africa, I came te Seuth

Africa, and he became a wealthy man in East Lenden and I ceuldnt wait te see

him when I came te Seuth Africa...when I came te East Lenden T was en sick
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leave frem the army in uniferm, naturally when we met it was semething...
protherly leve ...he did net knew what te de fer me, he effered me a car

a driver, petrel, ceupens, everything, and he said Friday night yeu are
ceming te my heuse...T'11l ceme and fetch yeu at the hetel and we will have a

real celebratien. I was in the hetel having a few drinks with Harild Schechter

late father, it was his hetel, I think it was called Cumberland

) ?
drink, we had a third drink, we had a feurth drink
suddenly he arrives and he is crying.

we had anether
-« .nebedy cemes te fetch me
--I said Vannie why are yeu cryi ;

e ying, what
happened, whats wreng...I'm serry te have te tell yeu that my wife dees net
want te entertain yeu, yeu are a Russian yid, yeu knew I never met his wife

)

she is a lady wheever she is, I nearly drepped, it teek him heurs te ge heme

he did net want te g® heme but he went heme and T never visited ﬁis heuse
b4

thats a fact te give yeu an idea en the questien yeu just asked abeut

greener,..an iselated case that happened to me in my life...yeu knew thank Ged
I never teek his car, T never teek his petrel, but I visited his effice eon quite
a few eccasiens until T had te leave East Lenden.

did net want te entertain a Russian bey,

..weuld yeu believe that, she

2 Russian Jew ...that is semethin
s . g

te think abeut, it can happen, it happened

EH

Tell me did Jewish males_spend time with gentile girls
JJ

Oh yes eof ceurse, we ate with them, we slept with them, I' mean yeu have
te live a natural life

EH

What abeut Celeured girls

JJ

geot

There was ne necessity, T mean if I lived in Cape Tewn I weuld net knew the
difference between a Celeured girl er a Eurepean girl, I see seme of them

I cant tell the difference teday, se what difference weuld it have made in these
days...I wasnt a bad leeking specimen of humanity, I played ailil kinds ef games
I was almest versatile excepting in academics ...I ceuld ride a herse as geed
as anybedy else, I ceuld play seccer, I ceuld swim, I played gelf, I played

tennis, I was accepted, enly with the greatest respect in life witheut any
regrets

EH

Dé yeu remember many Jews marrying eut eof faith
JJ

Yes of yes

EH

Was it frewned upen, was it accepted
JJ

Leek yeu see the thing is this, it becemes a cantankereus disease intermarriage

take a llew 1like late Merri ac e L J 1y erris race cam te
ell s Gr: €, Ysu heard f h y M p s G e
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He started eff like I did, he was a smeus and the family Petgeiters befriended
him, they gave him a bed te sleep in, they helped him in business, they

helped him te get aleng, there were twe eor three sisters, there was Ella

and Susie ...levely girls, Ella was a charming»lady whem he subsequently
married, and he had ne alternative, it became a matter ef cempanienship, he
had less educatien than I think I did, se what de yeu expect, why net, rather
live a nermal life and marry a Christian weman ...what Yiddishe girl weuld like
te ge and live with a smeus in Kutcherdan...ceuld yeu name ene, yeu ceuldnt,
ner ceuld anybedy else

EH .

Tell me did yeu ever hear ef a case the parents sat shiva

JJ

Yes I heard semething like that en a few eccasiens, but I

] think it is carrying
it tee far, because nebedy dees it eut ef spite, I dent knew that any ceuple
that get married eut ef spite te Jewishness er Zienism...I feel a cengregatien
he said with what kind ef a heart can I give the meney fer Israel, I want te
give yeu meney, I'll give yeu a let ef meney, which he did, but he said yeur
cengregatien den't want te help me te get Ella magayid, they are making
ebstacles...actually it wasnt the cengregatien, it was the Chief Rabbi ef

Cape Tewn whe put very difficult ebstacles in the way, she was in Kutchedan

and he wanted her in Cape Tewn and details which I dent knew what has happened
EH

De yeu knew whe was then the Chief Rabbi in Cape Tewn

JJ

I dent remember

EH

It wasnt Bender

JJ .

Ne it was after Bender...zI dent remember, ahyway his big mean waé why sheuld
he help us, he weuld rather give the meney .direct te Israel, but he dees net
want it te ge via the Jewish cengregatien ef Vryburg, se he gave us the meney
every time we weuld ge eut we heard the same thing, the Vryburg Hebrew
Cengregatien did net want te help him and he has already had twe children by
then and they were accepted in the church, the NG. Kerk and they lived very hapr
ily, he died a very rich man, and befere his demise he teek up the N.G. faith

te be with his wife's religien. We alse had a case in Vryburg, seme many many
years age where we mere called te de a burial by a Jew whe lived up ceuntry and
was married te a Celeured lady and the pelice and the magestrate had discevered
that in his Will he had requested te be buried en a Jewish cemetery in
Vryburg, and it was a let ef humdrum, it was in the peried ef December helidays

where everybedy gees away fer December helidays and it was the beginning of a

heavy rainy seassn and we perfermed the burial en the Jewish cemetery
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they never practised Judaism, what religien I dent knew, they were fairly well
dressed up, well mannered, with respect, and this is ene ef the cases...but
there were lets ef these type of yidden whe lived in the bundu, in the far

away places, I knew ef many mere...the ene.lived en the read te Kuruman...it is
difficult te tell whe he lived with, whether he cehabitad with a Celeured, er

a nen Jewess...it is difficult te tell, a man must find natural ways eut, and if
it is net this ene, it is the ether ene...when yeu live in the bundu and yeu are
estracized frem families, frem cengregatiens, frem religien, yeu ceme ence a
year te a shul, yeu dent knew what te de any mere, fer 15 years yeu never ge

te shul, se it used te be eur duty te ge and visit these peeple, we used te

get a let ef meney frem these peeple but as far as their persenal lives were
cencerned, we tried te de all we ceould but there are limits te what yeu can de
and te interfere in grewn up peeples lives, yeu can interfere up te se much
etherwise if yeu ge te far they tell yeu te ge te blazes, se I imagine there
must have been quite a few cases in Seuth Africa because if I can remember twe «
three cases in Vryburg, se yeu can imagine there must have been seme cases in
Kuruman

EH

De yeu think it was mestly in small places

JJ

Definitely, in small places. In the cities yeou peeple knew mere than we knew
I dent think I sheuld talk abeut cities, maybe I'm net qualified, but I de
knew what I've seen, in the cities I recken it is the fault eof the parents
nebedy elses, I feel if a parent dees net keep up genuine yiddishkeit and dees
net give his child preper leve with a yiddish heart...like we de eur children
iy id de rsdy get yhrm ye dytsy, yhrtr id de muvh syytsvyien, there is se

much cempetitien...the fault ef eur Jews is that we centribute eur stugid lives
te meneymaking and we cencentrate tee much en meney, we ferget abeut leve

and yiddishkeit te eur children and therefere subsequently we paid the

penalty when eur children strayed, this is my henest epinien abeut this

issue

EH

What age were yeu when yeu get married

JJ

I get married the first time was in 1937 and we were diverced...ne we get

married in '38
EH

Hew leng did yeu knew her befere you get married

" JJ

I knew her fer abeut a year
EH

How did yeu meet her

JJ

et her _.n h tre

] "
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I met her at a bus statien, she was a levely girl, a very athletic type ef a
girl '
EH

Where did she ceme frem

JJ

Seuth African bern, very fine family

EH

What backgreund, was it East Eurepean Jews

JJ
Ne,
EH
Se there was ne preblem abeut the backgreund
JJ A

Ne

EH

Rumanian er Hungarian family

Were yeou engaged te her

JJ

Yes I was engaged and subsequently we get married, and we came te Vryburg
EH

Did yeu save up a bit ef meney at that time

JJ

Net much meney because the first year was abselutely ...but the secend year
I started deing better and better and then she decided she did net want te stay
in Vryburg any mere

EH

Where did yeu get married

JJ

In Bleemfentein

EH

Yeu remember the rabbi e

JJ

Yes Rabbi Rem

EH

Did yeu marry by antenuptial centract er cemmunity ef preperty

JJ

Antenuptial centract

EH

Were yeu censulted, hew did yeu cheese it

JJ

I knew nething abeut centracts...it was suggested te me that we have antenuptia:

centract because she was werth a let and I was werth nething

EH

Se were yeu quite happy abeut it

i
i

ho

EH

Where did yeu sign the centract, in a lawyer's effice
JJ

I think se

EH

Se yeu diverced in abeut a year

JJ

Make it twenty menths

EH

And hew did yeu meet yeur secend wife
JJ

Well this was really a stugid affair...I decided te get married in Vryburg
‘'se I started leeking eut fer Jewish girls, se I quickly ran up abeut feur,

the ether

the

ene was an elecutien teacher, the ene was ...she came frem Natal,
ene was a sergeant in the Air Ferce

EH

A Jewish girl
JJ

Jewish girl,

JJ

very geed dancer

And the third ene was a reverend's a daughter, a mehel, whe unfertunately fell

in leve with me because she had in Muizenberg ene drink tee many, I put her

te bed, I lecked her dewn in her bedreem, and subseqeuntly she teld me I saved
her life frem disgrace, and she leves me and T must ceme and ske her in

Jehannesburg, and the leve develeped very heavy. T came te Jehannesburg, as
yeu knew I'm a man ef a few werds, I teld her I werked in Vryburg, I was
already almest prespereus,

I said I werk in Vryburg, I've get a very geed

the whele

éongregation fer tea, and I saw the cencensus ef epinien was that I was appreved

Jjeb and a very geed inceme, and that night I saw the family,

we were geing eut te a shew and dinner at the Criterien Hetel and geing back

we were walking really like a pair ef stupid levers hand in hand, and I said

te her leek weuld yeu be interested te marry me, she said I leve yeu se much

but I cannet ge away frem my Jehannesburg, yeu ceme te Jehannesburg...se when

she discevered that T had farms and cattle, I said I'm serry, tee late...then

there was anether girl whe discevered frem my late ex wife that I'm net as bad

a man as ene ceuld be, she arrived in Vryburg, she was a levely, Xmxmy levely

lady, she smeked like a chimney and drank magnificently...I want te play gelf
with yeu,

I said sure, I played gelf with her S aturday afterneen, we came

back at the hetel and she drank abeut at least a half a bettle of gin, and
she teld me that she heard all abeut me frem my late ex wife and she weuld like
te marry me,

ne nensense...l said I'm net ready yet, she was a fine gelfer.

Then I was in Jehannesburg at a furniture factery and I met a Mr. Jackew se

he effered me a 1ift te tewn, T accepted, and he said T'11 give yeu t h
ea, he
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he said ceme and meet my effice peeple, I dent remember there must have been

abeut 8 er 9 girls er 11 girls and this is my chief beokkeeper, I teoek ne netice

of her whatseever, I dent remember what T asked her er what I said te her,

she said weuld yeu please get eut ef my effice, I said what de yeu mean, she
said get the hell eut ef it...I was se anneyed I didnt knew what te de, I teld
her bess, I said yeu knew Jack, I leve this girl I'm going te marry her...he
said yeu can marry her ever my dead bedy, blah, blah, blah...I said Jack
remember what I tell yeu, I went back te Vryburg, I phened her up ence, I'd
like te see yeu, can I write te yeu, she said yes she was geing en heliday, she
sent me snaps, and I came inte Jehannesburg, she said ceme and meet my parents
they lived in a tiny little reem in Katz Street, she used te sleep en the
balceny, she was the bread earner ef the family. Her father werked, he was
the manager of & big whelesale wellen merchants, that gentleman used te take
the enermeus salary ef £10 a menth...I tell yeu, yeu talk abeut antisemitism

I could cry absut it...£10 a menth, he used to wear a suit and get dressed
immaculately, shave himself and bath every merning, have a brandy at night

all this fer £10 a menth (end ef tape) I said te them tell me weuld yeu ebject
if T weuld like te marry yeur daughter, they never said anything, the eld man
said, have a brandy that was the beginning

EH

Where did she ceme-frem

JJ )

Her father was bern in Cheapend Street, Lenden, her mether alse cemes frem
England but her mether is net her mether, she was a stepmether, Lilia was
I think twe years eld when her mether died

EH

New her father was frem England, was there ne preblem ...yeu were Eastern
Eurepean Jew, he was English

JJ

Ne, ne, there was a geed attachment between _us, it werked like a dream, and
he was very charming, really he was a hell.of a nice eold chap

EH

Hew leng were y;u engaged te her

JJ

Abeut 18 menths or semething like that

EH

And this time did yeu alse sign antcnuﬁtial centract

JJ

Yes

EH

Did yeu decide on the antenuptial centract

JJ

I dent remember, these things never meant much te me

L2

becauée I have parted by ﬁow with abeut 95 percent ef my werth, there were
twe children and I previded fer Lilia and when I ge¢ I went be a rich man, net
that I'm rich teday

EH

But yeu are quite centented with this centract that yeu signed

EH

Where did yeu live when yeu get married

JJ

Well we lived in Vryburg mest ef eur lives

EH )

Ceuld yeu describe the wedding

JJ '

I think eur wedding was a riet because she was frem Jshannesburg and I was
frem Vryburg, the wedding was in the City Hall in Jehannesburg...September
1951 we get married

EH

Which shul did yeu get married

JJ

In Welmarans Street shul and we had my geing away place was in the heuse eof a
Mr. Hymie Dettner in Jehannesburg, and peeple travelled frem all ever the
ceuntry te the wedding, ene fellew travelled abeut 600 miles with an arm in
plaster, Jehannes de Klerk...and I -had a bettle store, my brether and I in -
Vryburg, se we previded all the liquer, yeu sheuld have seen hew well eff
peeple frem Jehannesburg teek bettles frem the tables inte their ceat beckets
we had an erchestra, we had a singer, we had a recerd made ef the wedding, the
best man was Dr. Simen Heffman, he is new a big deal in Israel, and Rabbi

Kimmelman prepesed the teast ef the chesen kalla, I've get it en recerd, it is
fantastic

EH

Did yeu have a heneymeen

JJ

Yes we had a heneymeen

EH

Where did yeu ge

JJ

We went te D*uban by car, I beught a beautiful car, a big Ferd car, and then
we put the car en the "EDinburgh Castle" and we travelled te Cape Tewn, we
arrived Yem Kippur merning, the ship was late, bad weather, and we stayed with
seme very nice, very religieus Jewish family called Gerden Jeffe and his wife
in Kenilwerth and I went te a shul I think in Clarement and I sat between

late Advecate Bebby Blech and Mr. Welf Heller and I enjeyed the service

immenseley and we spent a few weeks in Cape Tewn and we metered back



43

te Vryburg

EH

New did yeu have a heuse
JJ

At that time we had a flat and seen after T beught a houSeb
EH

Did yeur wife, you mentiened that she werked befere she get married, did she
werk afterwards

JJ

Ne she did net werk in Vryburg

EH

Hew many children de yeu have

JJ

I have twe children

EH

Ceuld yeu give me their names and years ef birth

JJ

Neelle Sandza, she is eur daughter, she is new 31 and Merris Peter Jeffe

is 28 geing en fer 29, he is in Besten, he is with the Higher Regency Hetel
greup, he is directer ef catering in Besten and the reasen why he is named
Peter is very interesting stery, we had an atterney ence Peter de Keck, he

waf a member of parliament fer the United Party and he helped me threugh khimk
thin and thick in life he used te swear at me se much but evidently he must
have liked me te seme degree that he helped me, I wanted te buy a farm and we
had ne meney and he teld me yeu better ge and sell chairs er a mattress and
ene day I hammered him, and he says ge and meve yesur bleedy cattle te the farm
well the first farm we beught we lest se many cattle tracking there, T thiﬁk
we lest abeut 20 percent ef eur steck by meving frem ene farm te anether

EH

Were yeur children bern at heme

JJ

NO bern in Vryburg, she was the secend child bern in the new hespital

and Merris was bern in Jehannesburg

EH

When yeu get married did Yeu give yeur wife and allewance er did she Jjust take
meney whenever she needed )

JJ

She used te draw whatever meney she wanted...she ceuld de what she liked, it
was carte blanc ,

EH

When yeu were the first few years in Seuth Africa did you ever discuss the

Cape Beard ef Deptties, did yeu knew anything abeut it
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I never heard ef them
EH
What abeut Merris Alexander, David Geldblatt
JJ
Yes, yes, Merris Alexander I met in Vryburg...he used te ceme and talk te us
Merris Alexander I knew persenally very well...he used te ceme te us very eften
because he used te leve ceming te Vryburg, as I said lets eof dignitaries ef
the type o7 Merris Alexander used te ceme, they used te ceme and talk te us
te give us inspiratien, talk te us abeut Zienism, talk te us abeut the Jewish
Beard ef Deputies, the necessaity ef the Jewish Beard ef Deputies, the werk
that the Jewish Beard ef Deputies is deing fer Seuth African Jewry and all
this
EH
Were yeu invelved in cemmunal affairs
JJ
Always invelved
EH
What dees the Jewish Cape Beard ef Deputies mean te yeu
JJ
Teday yeu knew I'm getting en in years and a few years age yeu might recall
I wasnt at all well, se I gradually pulled myself away, a withdrawal, yeu get
lazy, until a few years age I still attended as a delegate from Cape Tewn
the Zienist Bi Annual Cengresses in Jehannesburg er in Cape Tewn wherever it
was and always naturally fer the Revisienist Party
EH
What dees the Jewish Cape Beard ef Deputies mean te yeu, dees it mean anything
JJ
Oh yes of ceurse it is semething that we Jewish peeple we beleng te it, we fall
under it, we are under their wings in ether werds, the thing is Ged ferbid
anything happens, immediately we weuld start .thinking I need seme help eof this
type and enly Body that ceuld assist weuld the Cape Beard ef Deputies
EH
New de yeu knew if there was any difference in attitude tewards cemmunal life
within the Jewish cemmunity, yeu knew like the Angle German Jews, did they
see cemmunal life different than the greeners
JJ
Well I think yes...I have ebserved fer the years that I've been in Seuth Africa
that the German immigrants er the German cemmunity were keeping te themselves
the Engiish Jewry were keeping te themselves and we Russians kept te eurselves
but I de think in all sincerety in case of necessity mest of the Jews try teo

pull fer the cause tegether, I more, ene less, one better ene woerse, but the

thing is unless yeu wish te change yeur religien foer ene reasen er anether yeu

are still a Jew
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and it is geed to be a Jew, personally I have been tempted se many times fer
cenversien, I was new in Idahe Falls in America, I lived with Monnons,
wenderful peeple and Merris spent a year with that family as a Retary Exchange
Student, de you knew there wasnt a week er a day when there wasnt a Mermen
ceming te try te de something te Merris te try and cenvert him te Mermenism
she says until she kicked him eut frem her heuse, this was enly teld te me
18 menths age in Idahe Falls... yeu see te this degree, and thank Ged he is a
Jew, he's get such a pesitien that he werks like a slave, yet Yem Kippur he's
get a chance te ge te shul ...it is difficult te make friends when yeu are werki
in hetel life, you make meet a let ef peeple but I think the inclinatien is
there ...I have met frem ministers upwards dewn te myself and I*ve always been
preud te be a Jew, I dent take any insults as a Jew frem ...an unintelligent
man I will take it but frem an intelligent man...frem one whe hasnt get
the undersfh*ding that religien is everyenes ewn persenal decisien, persenal
desire, unless yeou are net preud ef yeur religien...X've get a fantastic
stery abeut that, have yeu get time...there is a terrific yeung man in Seuth
Africa whem I admire se much, he is a qualified Civil Engineer, he may be ene
eof the yeungest in Seuth Africa, and he decided te beceme interested in the
Indian cult. I went en heliday in Durban and he was busy en ene ef the biggest
prejects in Natal deing the cencrete werk, and he started off talking te me
about cenversien, that he would like te Hindu religion and I have a let ef
sympathy fer him and I said te him, yeu knew I dent want te dissuade er
persuade yeu but maybe it is pessible that yeu de ge te India, learn whatever
yeu like...whether ene religien is werth se much te ferfeit the ether religien
that yeu are bern in, what weuld be yeur religieus benefits yeu weuld gain frem
cenversien...yeu knew that the first letter he wrete te me was abeut 24 pages
frem India, he is beceming...he is deing very well, he is in Australia at the
mement
EH
He is a Jew L.
JJ ‘
Yes what a charming man, what a levely bey, he said I was right, he admires,
he leves and he appreciates he respects the Hindu religien but he stays as a Jew
new I respect every bedy elses religien
EH
Tell me did yeu beleng te a landsmanschaft
JJ
Yes and ne. The yes is that when I used te ceme te a city I was leeking up fer
landsleit, I used te ceme te Cape Tewn and I weuld pick up a ceuple of Ponevez
chevra, they picked me up, ceme te the hetel, have a few drinks and talk,
EH

But did they have a seciety

Lé

JJ

T believe in Jehannesburg they had a Penevez shul and Iscka Stein, but I never
been there I never had time te attend o

EH

Tell me abeut yeur invelvement in pelitical affairs prier te 1939 in this
ceuntry, were yeu interested in pelitical matters

JJ

I was pelitically a very geed Seuth African, in ether werds my affiliatien
were mere tewards Natienalism than anything else, but I felt that during

Werld War XI at the beginningthat it is a very just cause te ge and fight
naktism se I veted Smuts United Party, and I jeined the Kimberley Regiment

en that strength

EH

Weuld yeu say that the Jewish questien affected yeu fer whem yeu veted fer

JJ

It did in that respect, yes, under these circumstances at that time, it did

but I teday alltheugh I've get a let ef cemments te criticise the government
even teday I still feel fer Seuth Africa very much, if things weuld have been
viable demestically I weuld have been in Israel thirty years age, I leve Israel
but in Seuth Africa I am a Seuth African

EH

Tell me en the questien ef antisemitism, did yeu ever experience any anti
Jewish feelings here in this ceuntry

JJ

Yeu knew that is net a very easy answer. I had experienced semetimes
degredatiens that I wasnt up te this, I wasnt up te that, I wasnt up te this
club

EH

Were yeou actually made te feel, felt

JJ

Yes, oh yes it happened a few times. I dent knew if I've teld yeu that I've
been a Freemasen fer ever 40 f;ars and thats a very fine seciety, yeou de travel
a let when yeu are in Freemasenry, yeu see quite a let more than ene expects in
life and eut ef life but I had experienced, ence we were going te play gelf

in Jehannesburg ...fer ef us, we did net knew that they dent want us en that
gelf ceurse, we did net knew they did net take Jews there, and the secretary
came up and he says eh yeu beys, dent dig up eur fairways, when he said hay yeu
I felt that he meant hey yeu Jew beys, se I wanted te walk eff that gelf ceurse
at that mement but the beys said ah te hell with him, we paid already the meney
lets play

EH

What abeut in business in the ceuntry
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Se seldem did we have any kind ef antisemitism, net in my case, maybe semebedy ,
else has much mere te talk abeut it
EH
New yeu knew that in the 1920s there was a streng mevement te exclude the
Eastern Eurepean Jews, this led te the Queta Act in 1930, new why de yeu think
this was se
JJ
I think net knewing a let abesut it, it ceuld have ceme fyom the hard werking
and the cempetitive because when they came te Seuth Africa we are hungry fer
meney for werk fer establishing eurselves, to get semewhere in life having
the knewledge that yeu've geot families behind yeu that depend en yeu, illness,
parents, sickness and all this, se yeu dent leek at the watch, yeu carry en
and on disregarding whereas ether people Qould werk from 8 te 3 er 8 te 4 er
8 te 5 and they finish fer the day, I used te carry en werking because I was
a smeus, I was a hawker, a traveller, I did net have any heurs...I dent knew
the real pelitical reasen why I believe this was when Dr. Malan was the Minister
and I think it ceuld have been seme kind ef a feeling, it was just en my
arrival, I wasnt established in any way and I didnt have time te beceme interest
in anything like that
EH
I just want a few questiens here abeut relatiens between the Angle German Jews
and the East Eurepean Jews, was there much secialising, where yeu lived were
there any Angle German Jews because yeu lived mestly in the ceuntry, er were
the majerity mestly Eastern Eurepean
JJ
Mest of them fer arguments sake in Vryburg, their reets were all Eastern
Eurepean Jews, there ceuld have been ene German perhaps of German descent and
there ceuld have been a ceuple of English descent, I feund the English Jewry
mere easily appreachable than the German JewS% in Seuth Africa, I saw the same
thing in Israel, I see the same thing in America
EH
Was it acceptable fer a greener te marry an Angle German Jewess

JJ

Tjis was a case as far as I was cencerned...but I feel that sincerety and henest;

fidelity

EH

When yeu came te this ceuntry did they mix did they intermarry the German Jew
and the Eastern Eurepean Jew

JJ

I tried alwaysito keep away frem German Jews because they always tried te preve

superierity and I did net like it, I dent like it teday, it maybe because I'm

stugid, because I'm ignerant that I dent knew better
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EH O
New tell me mest Eastern Eurepean Jews learnt English rather than Afrikaans
why de yeu think that was se ~ e -
JJ

Ne whe says se, I dent believe that, leek I learned...I lived fer 42 years in
the bundu and my Afrikaasn is 4O percent better than my English

EH '

Se weuld yeu say that in the ceuntry the Jews learned Afrikaans

JJ

Se yeu knew that Lila started talking te me in Afrikaans in Vryburg already

yeu beceme assimilated, yeu cant help it, yeu live with them yeu werk with

' them day and night 365 days a year

EH
Was there much secialising between Jews and English speaking gentiles
JJ

Net much

EH

And what abeut Afrikaanse speaking gentiles

JJ ' '

Mere, much mere, mere between Jews and Afrikaners
EH ‘

And dating gentiles

JJ

Oh yes I never felt inferier

EH

New what abeut the Jewish attitude tewards Blacks Celeureds and Indiana when
yeu were yeung ‘

JJ

This naturally te me is the sele respensibility in my whele life, having knoﬁn
the "nagiyka" what yeu call in Russian the whip ef my yeung days, having seen
hew my late mether had te kiss that man's hand, and having had a kneck en the
head when the Russian prince passed by and having been shaved in a camp in
Baranevich by the Germans and having degradatiens, yeu knew we have been
degraded, leeked upen us as net a nice tribe, witheut a shadew eof a deubt

my feelings are fer a better life fer the Blacks, Indians, Celeureds disregarding
all ef them

EH

What abeut when yeu came te this ceuntry was there much secialising with

these groups, with the nen white greups

JJ

Yes I secialised a let with Indians and the few Celeureds that were in Vryburg

and I had seme very fine native Black peeple as friends inasmuch as enly ence

in my
life there was a chief at Glen Red this is outside Vr bur,
Yy g
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that he asked the native cemmissiener te invite me te a very big celebra?ion
it was the installatien and the Minister fer Native Affairs, he was a very big
fat man, Dr. de Wit I think, he came te attend and 1 had a full invitatien

I sat en the dias with them and naturally the Black peeple celebrated, there
must have been ferty, fifty theusand

EH

New weuld yeu say that the Jews shared the same attitudes teowards these nen
white greups as te any efher white gentiles

JJ

I think that 100 percent of the Jews that I knew, a hundred percent, if there
are seme I would net like te knew them or talk abeut them, they were all
sympathetic, very faveurably...the thing is if yeu want te de something
physical in suppert'for these peeple than yeu must stand up and speak and be
counted

EH

Yes but in these days, before the war were the Jews treating er secialising
the same way abeut the nen whites as any ether white gentiles

JJ

This is semething ef the mest perturbing answer and questien teo define, yeou
ceme and you participate in success of the innecence of the oether people whe
have net get the right, and this is equally a guilt which we must accept as
a Jew or a gentile er wheever yeou are that we have been making meney froem all
those peeple who abselutely werk fer us fer salaries, for incemes which were
abselutely miner, abselutely stupid, and we naturally

EH

Did yeu have a demestic servant

3y

Yes

EH

Did she eat together with yeu S

JJ

We had a demestic servant, Jehanna Meheoresa, for abeut 23 years ene, we had lets

of ethers...we had en many occasiens asked her to eat with us, but she declined

fer the reasen that she would make her ewn feoed and she did net want te bring

her foed at oeur table, eur foed was net geed enough-fer her, it had te have

their flaveur, that was her way, and I want te tell you something, she only left

us abeut 2 years age, she is net well, she is an elderly perseon, we helped her

build a heuse in her stadt, Lila is sending her a pensien, she is paying her
R20 a menth, we get her a government pensien, she gets about feur er five %%
parcels a year frem Lila, all geedies, clething, cleth, bedding, what Maurice
is sending te her enly Ged knews, he writes to her more than he writes te his
mother...when she came here the last time when Lila was sick, she slept here,
and she bathed here and she ate here and se en

EH

[T v 1l e .. (. y u reat jyo . I
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EH .
In yeur early years, did yeu treat demestic servants differcntly to gentiles
JJ

I persenally weuld say they were all the same eor better

EH )

In what way weuld yeu say that

JJ

I think due te the fact that we have had very hard lives knewing what it is...
there is ene thing I want te tell yeu en eur farms we beth, Harry and I,

we used te give eur labeur better than the nermal paid salaries and twice as
much in the way ef ratiens until ene day I was asked by the farmers Unien, a s
senier member, why de yeu de that, I said its my meney, its my business, its
my farms I de what I like because it came winter we would give beets, we would
give blankets, we would give heavy mil;tary ceats, we would give caps instead
of half . pag ef mealiemeal, we weuld give a full bag of mealiemeal, we
provided meat, we always gave vegetables, sugar, tea, ceffee, admittedly the
remuneration ceuld have been much higher, sheuld have been much higher but

that is the pattern of life that yeu lead, that you werked with
EH

Thank you





